Monday League

West was declarer and played in 3NT and got a spade lead
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When a small spade is led to the TS and QS, it becomes clear that North holds the ace and the important point is not to let South gain the lead.

The heart suit looks very dangerous, and there are only five tricks in the black suits, so declarer must look to four diamond tricks, without losing the lead to South.

When a small diamond lead produces the 4 from North, the only options are to play North for Ka dn at least two others. The line which caters best for these is to win the QD.

Cashing the diamond ace now would allow North to jettison the K from Kxx making South’s jack a winner. So declarer must return to hand in clubs to lead a second diamond.

Now if North ducks, ace and another works, while if North plays the king then declarer can duck.

It’s a textbook hand but turned up in a division one league match. Well, it almost turned up! In one room the lead was ace and another spade (dummy sounded like holding a singleton) and in the other room a heart. After the spade lead declarer made the mistake of playing hearts and the opponents quickly cleared the spades to beat the contract.

Richard Butland did well on this hand from the Premier League in November, He played in 6S (as did the opposition) with almost no prospect of success until he got a club lead - but it wasn’t over then.
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It is hard to stay out of a slam with 30 points and a 5-5 fit, but here is a good example of it being too high.

Anyway, a small club was led. How will you make 12 tricks?

In the other room, the lead was a diamond to the queen, king and ace. Declarer drew trumps, cashed his hearts throwing a diamond and exited in diamonds.

South played a club but the 8C was allowed to win and declarer still had a club loser.

Any hints in that? The diamond loser  is inevitable, so you have to avoid a club loser. Is there any way to do that? Yes - if South plays the jack at trick one.

But South can see the AT in dummy and won’t play the jack voluntarily - you have to play the TC to encourage him. He plays the jack and you can later finesse against the king.

Of course, you’d never have bid the slam if you hadn’t held the eight of clubs!
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If you have any news or information or results you’d like to see in future newsletters, please tell Patrick Shields.  He can be reached by email at patrick@shields.demon.co.uk. Watch out for the GCBA Web pages at http://www.shields.demon.co.uk

County Pairs Final

This curious hand occured in the final of the County Pairs 
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The contract was normally three no-trumps by East and a spade was led to the KS and AS.

The hand looks like there are at least five losers (spade, heart and three diamonds). Yet the layout actually was one where the contract could not be defeated.

Can you woork out what to play? Obviosly the opponents are never going to let you near the dummy, unless they cannot avoid that. When can they not avoid it?

The answer is when a defender only has black cards left. You could exit with a spade then and endplay him!

It seems natural to cash the top two clubs first. Then ...

If you start with diamonds, the defence can cash KS and play hearts, which defeats you. If you play a spade they will win and play hearts, again defeating you.

So you must play on hearts. Now you need to find a defender with exactly 3 hearts and the top diamonds. And so it was - South had T92 of hearts and the singleton A of diamonds. He had to cash KS and let you have all dummy’s winners for 11 tricks. 

=================
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Summer Pairs


Val Constable
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1999-2000 GCBA winners

The County AGM takes place at the Cheltenham Bridge Club on Sunday 14th May, starting at 1415 hrs and followed by the County Mixed Pairs. Do try to come along!

Before that takes place, the Cheltenham Congress occupies the last weekend in April at the Moat House Hotel in Brockworth - three days with a variety of different competitions. Get your entries in!

Next season, Cheltenham will again host a match in the series for the Home Countries Championship, for the Camrose Trophy. It will feature England playing Scotland. 

Well done Ben Prichard in the junior trials, the first success the County has had in such an event.

Monday Nights

All three divisions of the league this year were settled with one match still to play. In fact the first four in division one had more than 20 VPs clearance from each other, so the first three places were already settled. The winners were

Division 1 : Paul Denning’s team (Ricahrd Chamberlain, Martin Kane, Patrick Shields)

Division 2 : Constables & Davies

Division 3 : the Hayton team.

The Swiss Teams still has one session to play : current leaders are Graham Sadie’s squad (Tony Hill, Patrick Phair, Jim Simons), but they have to play again against the teams led by Joe Angseesing, Ian Constable, and John Rookwood. 

The Divisional Pairs also has one round to play - currently being led by Roger Jackson & Derek Rue, ahead of John Goodwin & Albert Sproston.

The County team performed reasonably well again this year - scraping through its section of the Tollemache Qualifying round but then leading at various stages in the final. Unfortunately the team  were well beaten in the last match and dropped from equal first to outwith the medals. First thoughts on how to do better next year are forming - ideas welcome!

In the Midlands League, the County has won the  Porter (2nd) division and will end either first or second in the Dawes (1st) division. Congratulations to Ian Constable for all his efforts to organise us so well.

In the FICKO, team-of-4 Clubs Championship the Cheltenham-A team won the Plate last year but went out this year in the 4th round to a team of internationals led by Paul Hackett.

Norah Allen’s team (Ray Foulds, Alex Selsby & Colin Wadsworth) reached the semi-final of the Hubert Philips, the best result therefor many years. Well done!

The major success this year has been Paul Denning who, playing with Adrian Thomas in the Welsh international team, won the first three Camrose matches in the series and looked favourites for the Camrose trophy until the last match when the Irish turned up the heat and beat Wales 25-3 in a nail-biting climax to an interesting series. A Welshman (not Paul), on the penultimate board, preemtped with a heart suit of AJxxxxx and then found himself on lead against 6NT. Various suits beat the contract and win the Camrose but his choice (ace of hearts) didn’t.

Paul will be playing in the Welsh team which competes in the World Bridge Olympiad in Maastricht, Holland in the late summer. This is the first time Wales (or England) has been allowed to enter a national team. Until now it has always been a British team.

National Success

