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GCBA Programme

April sees the start of some of the "summer" competitions, whatever the weather says! For the Summer Pairs you need just turn up as a pair; for the Pivot teams you have to turn up as a foursome and be willing to play with each other member of the team. The dates are -

· 2nd: Swiss Teams - final

· 9th: Winter Pairs Playoff

· 16th: Summer Pairs 1

· 23rd: Pivot Teams 1

· 30th: League - last match

Dates to note are

· The Cheltenham Congress is held on April 27-29th at the Moat House Hotel in Brockworth. Entries to Anne Swannell (01452-760228)

· The County AGM and Mixed Pairs will be held on Sunday 20th May at Cheltenham Bridge Club, starting at 1415 hrs.

Good Behaviour

The Cheltenham Bridge Club kindly host the GCBA events on Monday evenings and on occasional weekends. This means that all GCBA members must abide by the house rules of the club.

One particular rule is frequently broken – the use of pencils. Please do not use anything other than pencils in the bridge club. Transgressors of this rule will be assigned to laundry duty for a year. (
It is also worth remembering that the club is not a hotel. All the housekeeping tasks are undertaken by volunteers, with only minimal paid assistance, so please be helpful.

· Return any glasses or crockery taken into the playing areas, to the kitchen at end of play.

· Clear your table at the break and take dirty crockery and glasses to the kitchen area.

· At the end of play, return bidding boxes to the storage area and put the boards on a central table for collation.

GCBA Results

We still have one County team left in the last 16 of the national Inter Club Knock-Out - the Chalford Hill team (John Atthey, Ian & Val Constable, Andrew Kambites). They are to play the Birmingham (Moseley) team, who knocked out Cheltenham teams in two earlier rounds

Our last team in Crockfords, Paul Denning's team, lost narrowly to the Jones & Collins team from Warwickshire. But they and a few others are still going well in the Gold Cup.

In the one day Swiss Teams in Somerset, the team of John Atthey, Ian & Val Constable, and Andrew Kambites came fifth of the 64 teams.

In the one day Swiss Teams in Warwickshire, the team of Norah Allen, J Cattanagh, Ray Foulds and S Griffin came 7th of the 55 teams.

In the Portland Pairs, playing in the Cheltenham heat, Martin Kane and Anne Swannell played themselves into 7th position nationally - the best result from Gloucestershire for some years.

Swiss Teams

The Swiss Teams final has completed and the favourites, very late qualifiers, came through on top. Well done to Richard Butland, Graham Cornell, Roger Jackson, Derek Rue, John Rookwood, and also to Keith Stanley, who avoided playing in the final!. The other three teams (led by Joe Angseesing, Juanita Philp, and Dudley George) all finished below average.

In the remainder of the field, the final four matches allowed John Atthey's team (Paul Denning, Andrew Kambites, Patrick Shields) to run clear of Lesley Harrison's squad (Vanessa Allinson, Steve Evans, Pam Pearce).

This hand from the last evening proved a trap for some of those who declared 4(.


( T

( A653

( QJT43

( K94


( 954

( KQ942

( 976

( A2
Board 11 Dealer S

Vul : none
( AKQJ

( JT8

( K852

( QJ


( 87632

( 7

( A

( T87653


When North started with (Q declarer realised it was best to duck and South had to win the ace. With such good spades in dummy it was clear to switch to a club. Those declarers who went for the extra trick by finessing found their (K was ruffed out and they went one down. The solution was to rise with the club ace and start playing trumps.

League

The League still has one round to go but the first three places in division one are settled - the teams concerned are over 20 VPs apart. The winners - whose score is 160/180 VPs so far - are Richard Chamberlain, Paul Denning, Andrew Kambites, Martin Kane, and Patrick Shields. It is their fifth consecutive league win!

In Division Two the Wissenden team leads, and in Division Three the Lawrence team. ANY OUTSTANDING MATCHES MUST PLAY THIS MONTH. 

In the last match this hand produced a game swing for the winners when almost everyone else went off in 3NT.


( A92

( KQ8

( 8732

( K73


( J85

( JT9643

( T5

( AJ
Board 2 Dealer E

Vul : NS
( Q763

( A72

( QJ6

( T95


( KT4

( 5

( AK94

( Q8642


After South opened, West intervened with a weak 2( overcall and North bid 3NT.

The small heart lead went to the (9 and (K. Patrick Shields, as North, correctly entered dummy in diamonds to lead a club to the king, and a second club then to West's ace.

When the (J was returned, he worked out where the ace was and by ducking blocked the suit. In the other room Paul Denning  - after a similar start - made it much more difficult for declarer by returning (T, which was covered and now the contract went two off.

Premier Pairs

The first five sessions are now complete and the winners to date are John Rookwood & Patrick Shields, who have averaged 59.9% per session. During those sessions they played almost 50% more hands than they allowed the opposition to play.

In second place are Joe Angseesing & Tony Hill - who won three sessions and were below average in the other two!

In the last session the winners were almost the only pair to bid to the best contract on these two hands. Can you remember what you did when you held -

Both vul (board 23, rotated)

( 9

( A875

( AQ74

( K642
( A83

( JT92

( K6

( AQJT

The successful bidding was 

1(-2( (as good as a 5-carder)

3( - 3(
4( (clearly 1444 shape)- 4NT

5( (2 aces+(K) - 6(.

Non-vul (board 25, rotated)

( K4

( J6

( AT87652

( K8
( QJT86

( 95

( KQJ9

( A4

The opposition competed in clubs. The bidding was

1( - <2(> - 2( - <3(>

P - P - 4( - P

4( (two card support) - end

The crucial decision was to pass over 3( since you might have to bid 3( with much stronger hands.

There will be a play-off for the top 14 pairs on 9th April.

Seniors Success


At the European Pairs Championship in Sorrento, Italy last month, Derek Rue and Keith Stanley played in the Seniors section and came a most commendable second place, to collect the Silver Medal for England. They were actually in the lead just before the end. Well done!


Following the trials for the English Seniors team for the European Teams Championship in Tenerife in June, the same two players (with different partners) are part of the England-B team. We wish them the best of luck.








Director's Corner


One group of awkward problems common at the bridge table these days is related to mis-information. In its simplest form, failure to alert a bid which should be alerted, mis-informs the opposition about that bid. There are rules (law 21 - Call Based on Misinformation) which allow the Director to roll back the auction, to a limited extent.


However, to apply this rule, someone must have drawn attention to the irregularity and when attention is drawn to an irregularity the rules say "the Director must be summoned at once". Failure to do so may limit your chance for redress later, even if you were damaged.
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Contributions welcome - to Patrick Shields, patrick@shields.demon.co.uk

Check out the GCBA web site at http://www.shields.demon.co.uk/gcba/

