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Programme

For April we have 

· Mon 1st : Summer Pairs

· Mon 8th : League 8

· Mon 15th : Swiss Teams

· Mon 22nd : Pivot Teams

· Mon 29st : League 9 

Note that the Pivot Teams starts this month. This is a friendly, 4-session Swiss Teams event in which partnerships must rotate during the three matches each evening. All are welcome – just turn up as a team at the first session (or tell Patrick Shields if you want to come later).

At the start of next month comes the Cheltenham Congress, at the Moat House Hotel, Gloucester. It runs for three days, Friday 3rd to Sunday 5th of May; with Championship Pairs on day two and Swiss Teams on day three.  Entries to Mrs Anne Swannell, on 01242-760491.

You should also place in your diary the date of the County AGM and Mixed Pairs – Sunday 19th May.

And you can start preparing your diaries for the Summer Pairs and Summer Teams. One rule change this year – if you play a second (or third) time with the same partner in the Summer Pairs, it’s the best score – not the first score – which counts!



Midlands Counties League

The County has continued its dominance of this league – collecting the Dawes, Porter and Markham trophies for the first, second and third divisions this year. It’s the first time for Division Three but we’ve won both the other divisions on each of the past three years. An amazing feat!

It was an easy win in the Dawes, but the county only won by a single VP in each of the other divisions. Many thanks must go to the organisers – Roger Jackson, Wendy Angseesing & Peter Waggett, and Richard Hennell. 
County Knock-Out

All the knock out rounds but the final have now been completed. In the semi-finals the Denning team beat the Stanley team, and the Rue team beat the Constable team – both over 40 boards.

The semi-final match between Denning & Stanley was particularly close, with the first three sets showing swings of only +4, +3 and +4. This however hides the fact that the cold 7( on board two was played in 4(x-1! 

In the other semi-final match the Rue team gained a substantial early lead but then things changed and they managed to hold on by just +7 imps against the Constable team.


GCBA Results

The Rank Xerox Teams, which ran with a smaller that usual entry this year, was won very convincingly by the British Energy Team. So large was their score (+119) that second place was only +4 and  every other score was negative!

In Crockfords Cup the last remaining county team lost. Our glory now depends on the one team struggling on in the Crockfords Plate event. John Rookwood’s team has now  reached the last 16.

In the Inter Club Knock-Out, the remaining Cheltenham team which last month beat the Coventry team, has now to play a team from deepest Devon. 

Derek Rue & Keith Stanley's team has now reached the last two in the selection process for the English senior team. Their opponents are a team reforming because two of its original members are now in the  English Open team! The prize is the European Seniors Championship in Salsmaggiore in June.

Meanwhile Paul Denning has been selected (with Adrian Thomas) as part of the Welsh team to play in the same European Championships.

Various county teams continue to progress in the Gold Cup; notable is the Rue team which just beat the Welsh squad comprising Hirst & Luck, Jourdain & Ratcliffe.
County League

The lead in Division One changed after match 7, when the Joe Angseesing team (Atthey, Hill, Jackson but missing Kane)  hammered the previous leaders and allowed Keith Stanley’s team to move into first place. Division One of the League splits into two parts, and it’s all-play-all in each section-of-4.

In Division Two the Allan Sanis team also lost 1-19 but they stay in first place. In Division Three the lead swaps back to Roman Klis, Ken Nuttall, KA and Veronica Rahim, and Roger Timmins.

This hand proved too much of a temptation for many

	( JT853

( QJT6

( Q

( 983
	Board 26 Dealer : E

Vul : both
	( K4

( K

(T732

( AKQT54


East rebid 3N after his partner responded with 1( to his 1( opener. The opponents were in the fortunate position of being able to cash five diamonds.

That was bad enough, but what to throw on the fifth? Declarer chose the (K, so now the opponents could try the (A. Your choice of discard? The only winning answer is a club from hand, and then running the club return round to dummy’s nine.

If the club jack isn’t where you want it, then you’ve just been squeezed down to four club tricks and you’re obliged to lead away from your spade king at the end! Opposition get +500 in that case!

Swiss Teams

In the Swiss Final, Joe Angseesing’s team (Wendy, Graham Sadie, Peter Waggett) are leading just ahead of John Atthey’s squad. In the Swiss part of the competition, the Paul Denning team has established a sizeable lead.

The top two teams both fell into a trap on this hand …

	
	( K74

( K543

( Q864

( 87
	

	( Q6

( J1096

( A107

( K963
	Board 9 Dealer N    Vul : EW
	( A1052

( Q82

( 3

( AJ1042

	
	( J983

( A7

( KJ952

( Q5
	


East-West overbid slightly to get to 5( and were treated to a diamond lead. Declarer promptly drew trumps, ruffing two diamonds in the process.

He now exited with a heart towards dummy’s jack. This was ducked to the king and a heart was returned. South now found himself seriously embarrassed. 

He returned a spade, but declarer didn’t really have a guess on this. If South held the (K, then North would have played a spade before the second heart. It was clear therefore to run the spade to hand. 

The solution? Rise early with the (A, and exit with another heart. Now North can play a third heart and the spade loser will never go away!


Winter Pairs

All four session are now complete and with good scores in three of them, the winners (scratch and handicap) are Joe Angseesing & Tony Hill.

On scratch, second place goes to Wendy Angseesing & Peter Waggett, followed by Paul Denning & Tony Hill.

On handicap, second place goes to Howard Davies & Nick Symonds, with Wendy & Peter in third place.

There were some enormous scores on hand 4 from the last session -

	
	( J664

( AK92

( K10

( Q83
	

	( K73

( T853

( 5

( A9764
	Board 4 Dealer : W

Vul : both
	( 4

( 4

( AQJ7643

( KJ102

	
	( AQ982

( QJ76

( 982

( 5
	


North invariably opened 1N and East bid, sometimes as much as 4(, and was then doubled. The lead was the singleton club.

Since North won’t have a five card major, East can deduce that South is at least 54 in spades & hearts. If  South holds only two diamonds, then the winning line is to run the club to hand and play diamonds from the top. 

If South holds three diamonds, the winning line is (A, and then a diamond finesse to draw trumps. 

Which is the better line? Ask those who played the hand – they all made it!




Congratulations to TED HILL, now promoted to the top stream of EBU Tournament Directors.











