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From now on you have a new editor: Andrew Kambites (01453 762258). Please tell me your opinions, results in national competitions, and interesting hands you come across in county events. I don’t want this newsletter to be just about what happened to me, though I have no choice unless other people provide me with information.

  I am also happy to advertise local events or print letters or articles of interest written by you, maximum length one column. Before writing please study the length of one of these columns. If you can give it to me on disc (Microsoft Word)+ printout, all the better.  

Programme

The Monday Programme for April is:

· 7th     Swiss Teams 8

· 14th  League 9

· 21st  Summer Pairs 1

· 28th  Pivot Teams 1 

The Summer Pairs will have a scratch and handicap system running in parallel. Only the best score with any one partner will count, and the final ranking is restricted to those who play more than half the sessions with different partners.

In the Pivot Teams there will be three matches each evening. Each player must play one match with each of the other three members of the team.

Also in April is the Cotswold Cup on Sunday 13 April at 2-15 at Cheltenham Bridge Club. Entry £20 per team included tea and prizes.

The Cheltenham Congress takes place on May 2-4. Details from Anne Swannell (tel 01452 760228)

On Sun 1st June  there is a friendly Charity Swiss teams event at Wotton Bridge Club. Proceeds to Cotswold Care Hospice.     Cost is £13  per player to include tea. Details available from Colin Lennox on 01453 842538, who will try to arrange team-mates if you don’t have any. 

Bridge Tips
Most bridge players love conventions, but they often distort their hands to use them. Your right hand opens 1( and you hold the hand below. What do you bid? 

( 3  ( Q J 10 9 8 5 4  ( ---  (  K J 5 3 2

I saw a player make the choice of 2NT, to show the lower two of the unbid suits. His partner had a singleton heart and two clubs. Naturally enough he chose 3(, resulting in three down vulnerable when he lost trump control and made not a single heart trick.

I don’t care if partner has a void heart and three clubs. This hand belongs in hearts! The moral is that you should not use two suited overcalls when one suit is much stronger than the other. Don’t ask partner to choose when you have every reason to suspect that he will choose unsuccessfully. It is very rarely right to use a two-suited overcall when one suit is two cards longer than the other. 

Understanding the Lawbook
Playing pairs, your vulnerable right hand opponent opens an Acol 2(. Before you can call your left hand opponent bids 2(. Your partner chooses not to accept the call and the bidding reverts to you. You, not vulnerable, hold:

( Q J 9 4 3 2  ( 7 6  ( 9 5 7   ( 5 3

You wouldn’t normally bid, but the director says that if you pass the auction will continue normally, whereas if you bid the strong opener will be barred from bidding for at least one round, thus creating problems for your vulnerable opponents. Should you take advantage in this way?  

These are difficult waters, however law 72B4 says that: ‘When these laws provide the innocent side with an option after an irregularity committed by an opponent, it is appropriate to select the action most advantageous’.

Maybe your conscience would trouble you here, however suppose you decide to be kind to your opponents and make the ‘normal’ pass. They then win the event, not at your expense but at the expense of a third party, who have no control over your decision.  My feeling is that you might be generous in a straight knock-out match, when only your team loses. However in a duplicate pairs you have a responsibility to the rest of the field. If I felt it was to my advantage I would bid 2(.  

Winter Pairs

Scratch winners: Tony Hill  & Joe Angseesing

Handicap winners: Gill Weaver  & Andrew Kambites

Are overtricks vital at pairs? 

	
	( Q J T 6

( A Q 6

( K J 9 3

( 8 5
	

	( A K 4 3

( J

( T 7 6 4

( A K T 9
	Board : 26 Dealer: E

Vul: EW
	(  9 8 7 2

( 9 5 2

( A

( 7 6 4 3 2

	
	( 5

( K T 9 7 43

( Q 8 5 2

( Q J
	


With me as declarer partner should subtract a trick, but she forgot so I played in 4( doubled after South opened a weak 2(. I took (Q lead with (A, cashed (A, crossed to (A and led (3, intending to finesse. South played (J, and my (K held. Continuing clubs ensures 10 tricks. Cashing (K now allows an overtrick if trumps are 3-2 but I would go off if trumps broke 4-1 because North can later cash a winning trump to draw two of mine. 

Overtricks are important only if you are in a contract that is likely to be common. Apart from the fact that the double suggests 4-1 trumps, a  doubled contract is rarely common so I carried on with clubs.

How about if 4( wasn’t doubled? With just 19 points and no spectacular shape (just a 4-4 trump fit) most of the field won’t reach game, so again the contract, while reasonable, will hardly be common. Concentrate on making 4( and forget overtricks. Continue with clubs.

GCBA Results

Gloucestershire have dominated  the Midlands counties league  in recent years, indeed in 2001/2 we won all three divisions. In 2002/3 the team performances were often disappointing. The first team finished second in the Dawes, the second team were fourth in the Porter and the third team were fifth in the Markham. 

National Results.   Congratulations to Tony Hill and Graham Sadie, and also to Noel Downes for reaching the final of the National Pairs. 

A team containing Pat Shields and Paul Denning has reached the last 16 of Crockfords cup and will now play a team from Bristol for a place in the final.

Two Gloucestershire teams have reached the last 32 of the Nicko: Chalford Hill (Atthey, Kambites and the Constables) and Cheltenham A (Shields, Denning, Chamberlain, Cornell, Rue and Stanley) have now to play teams from Exeter.

John Atthey’s team won the young player’s challenge cup at Loughborough. Nine year old Artur Wolstenholme (a name for the future but sadly not from Gloucestershire) was team captain and managed to keep the three 17/18 year olds sober!

County League
In the first division after seven rounds each team has played every other team. The game of musical chairs has continued at the top, with the Denning team now holding a one point lead over Shields. 

Swiss Teams 

After one session in the final John Atthey’s team is leading, with Wendy Angseesing’s team in close pursuit.  

The following hand occurred in the first session of the final. You might like to play it through to fully appreciate it 

	
	( J 8 6 4

( K Q 8 6 3

( -

( 8 5 4 2
	

	( 9

(T 9 7 42

(A J 6 3 

( K T 6
	Board :4  Dealer:W 

Vul:EW
	(A Q 7 5 4 3 ( - 

( Q 7 2 

( A Q J 9

	
	(K T 

( A J 5

(K T 9 8 5 4  

( 7 3
	


After an auction in which South overcalled 2( West ended up in 3NT. North led (6 and the defenders cashed (A, J and  Q, dummy discarding three spades. 

If North now cashed a fourth heart he sets up declarer’s 8th trick, and a squeeze on South on the run of the clubs now produces the ninth, so North accurately switched to (4. 

Declarer finessed (Q, but this seems over optimistic after the 2( overcall. Suppose he rises with (A. If declarer retains (K declarer can cash (K,A and exit with a low spade. This sets up (Q as an 8th trick and South is endplayed to concede 3 diamond tricks. South was Patrick Shields and as soon as play was completed he assured everybody  that he was ready to jettison (K under (A!  This would allow declarer an eighth trick, ((Q) but no endplay for a ninth. Own up! Who said that Scottish players have no brains?













Page 2
Contributions welcome - to Andrew Kambites 01453 762258  carol@kambites.freeserve.co.uk

Check out the GCBA web site at http://www.gcba.org.uk/

