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Programme

The Monday Programme for April is:

· 5th    League 9

·  12th  Summer Pairs 1

·  19th  Swiss Teams 8

·  26th  League 10 

Other dates for your diary

· Don’t forget  Cheltenham Congress which runs from Fri April 30 to Sun May 2.

Bridge stories

Hubby, seeking sympathy from friend after wretched performance in flitch: My wife bid freely to 4( and went seven down. Friend to hubby: Could it have made on a different line of play?

A Subtle use of Blackwood
In the Dawes match against Oxfordshire the bidding on the following hand proved to be most instructive. 

South West  North  East

                 1(     1(
Dbl      P        4(     P

4NT    P        5(      P

5NT    P        7(      P

P         P   

Double showed four spades. As North I decided that my hand was worth game but I felt that if I had showed my heart void with a 4( splinter bid my partner (Richard Chamberlain) might assume I had more high cards than I actually held.
	
	( K J 7 4

( -

( A 9 8

( K Q J 5 32
	

	( 9  6 5 2 

( 7 6 3

( Q J 7 4

( T 9 
	Board :  Dealer: 

Vul:
	(  3

( K Q 9 4 2

( K T 8 5 

( 8 7 4

	
	( A Q T 8 

(  A J T 8 5

( 9 2

( A 6
	


4NT was Blackwood. This is reasonable despite  holding two losing diamonds because it is virtually impossible to construct a hand consistent with my jump to 4( where the (A K were both missing. 5( showed two key cards ((A and (K) but denied (Q. Richard now continued with the excellent bid of 5NT asking me to cue bid side suit kings. We don’t bid grand slams unless we are certain, and Richard was not intending to push to the grand whatever my response, but 5NT conveyed to me  the most useful information that none of the key cards were missing, therefore he had  (A Q,  (A and (A. I could   count 13 tricks: 4 spades in dummy, a heart ruff in my hand, (A, (A and 6 clubs.

Tollemache Final

On Valentine’s day our lady captain (Judy Sanis) and scorer (Ann Swannell) were accompagnied by the cream of Gloucestershire’s virile men to the Tolly final. Well,  that was the theory of it!! By the time we arrived Richard Butland and myself were strong medical candidates for euthanasia. Our partnership preparation was redundant as emergency partnerships were hastily formed.  Jane Rowley added more feminine good looks and charm  on the Sunday, inspiring Patrick Shields to play the following hand well in 3NT by North 

	
	( T 9 8

( A J 8 4

( Q T 4

( A K 7
	

	( J 3 2

( Q 7

(K 9 86 5

( T 3 2
	Board :  Dealer: 

Vul:Both
	( A Q 4 

( T 9 6 2

( 3 

( Q J 6 5 4

	
	( K 7 6 5

( K 5 3

( A J 7 2

( 9 8
	


East led (4 (third and fifth). West won (T and returned (3. Patrick won (A, cashed (K and led (3 for a finesse.  He tried hearts first because he was convinced East had 5 clubs and he wanted to drive out any entry to the East hand while he still has a club stopper. Now he ran (T, losing to West’s (K  and West returned his last club. Patrick now has 8 tricks: 3 in each red suit and (A K. Where is the ninth?

Patrick ran his long suit: diamonds. East could easily discard 2 spades but what then? In the event he had to discard a club winner in order to guard the hearts,. Partrick assumed East had started with 3-4-1-5 shape so he ducked a spade to East’s  bare (A. The diamonds had squeezed  East in three suits. 

But suppose West had started with (Q x x rather than (Q x. Wouldn’t  it have been a coup to play the (Q on the second round? Declarer would have felt a complete idiot when his low spade let (J win,  finding that hearts were always 3-3!

We came 5th out of 8  teams in  a  very strong  final.
EBU  scoring programme   (CASS) is available free to clubs. If you want more information contact Patrick Shields  (01242570710)

GCBA results             The Ace of Clubs final was won by Justine Pritchard and John Gower from Stroud

The Newent Bowl was won by Brian Overton, Alex Selsby, Colin Wadsworth and Albert Sprotson.

National Results          Two Cheltenham teams met in round 5 of  the Nicko. Victory went to A Kambites (Constables x 2, John Atthey, John Rookwood) over K Rahim.  We know how to make the duplimate machine deal 24 boards where 3NT is NEVER the right contract. 

The losers soon recovered. Two weeks later Jeff Watson and Mike Wignall won the Star Masters, while Rahim with Richard Hennell was 3rd in the Regional masters 

While the rest of us (or at least some of us) were earning an honest living, four Gloucestershire players were living it up in the EBU congress in Estoril. Well done to Lesley Harrison and Ian Constable (4th in Swiss Pairs) and the same two paied with Val Constable and Lyn Hayes to be 3rd in the Swiss Teams.

Well done Derek Rue and Keith Stanley. They were in a team which won the Seniors trials. They will represent England in the World Teams Olympaid and the European Seniors Championships. 
Midland Counties League Whisper it quietly: Gloucestershire has a new shark in its midst. Dave Atthey, making his debut in the Dawes team played this hand in 4( by East  doubled by South after North, having already passed, protected with a double against 1(..

	
	( 8 4

( A Q 4

( 6 4 2

( K 9 6 5 2
	

	( 9 7 5

( J 9 2

(Q J 9 75

( T 3
	Dealer: E
	(  A Q J T 6

(  8 6

( A K T 8 

( A 4

	
	( K 3 2

( K T 7 5 3

( 8

( Q J 8 7
	


South led (8, won by East. Confident that the spade finesse was doomed Dave then cashed (A and innocently led (6. South dithered, cursed, played (2 and lost the defensive ruff. South was John Collings, who is legendary for conning people. He must  have said: ‘Well done Dave’, however my memory is of a  far less printable comment.

Bridge Tips            Last month I warned against underleading aces against a suit contract. How about underleading a king?

Underleading a king can certainly cost a trick if, for example, declarer has the ace and queen. However sometimes an active defence is necessary. Consider the following opening lead problem. You have:

(9 7   (6 5 4 3  (9 6 4   ( K 6 4 2  

South
West
North
East 1(         No 
       3(         No 3(         No         3(           No 4NT       No        5(          No 6(          No         No           No   

Do you really think you are going to beat 6(? The bidding seems to be sensible and with everything breaking well you have no unpleasant surprises for declarer. If you play passively you can see any club losers declarer has disappearing on dummy’s diamond suit so you are hardly likely to give declarer his twelfth trick by leading the (2. An attacking club lead is essential. It is just possible that you might cash (A K: more likely is that partner has (Q and a quick heart or spade trick.
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Contributions welcome - to Andrew Kambites 01453 762258  

Check out the GCBA web site at http://www.gcba.org.uk/

