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Programme

The Monday Programme for April is:

· 4th       League 9

· 11th    Swiss Pairs 8

· 18th     Swiss Teams 8 

·  25th     League 10

Other dates for your diary

· 10th   Cotswold Cup

· 29th – May 1   Cheltenham Congress

Bridge Story

When I am not butchering 3NT contracts I, like quite a few Gloucestershire bridge players, work for my local Citizens’ Advice Bureau. I was helping a client fill in an application form for Disability Living Allowance. He was somewhat depressed by his deteriorating health and said: ‘I feel totally useless. I am only fit to join a bridge club.’  
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This hand from the league caught my eye.

Firstly, is it possible to bid it to the best contract of 4♠?

South   West   North   East

                        1♣       P

1♦       P          1♥        P

1♠       P          1NT     P

2♠       P          3♠       P

4♠       All Pass

We all play fourth-suit-forcing, but  the auction above features the only sequence where it is possible to bid the fourth suit at the one level. I play 1♠ as natural (showing 4 spades), and 2♠ as fourth suit forcing. So when South rebids his spades he is showing a fifth spade (and by implication, a sixth diamond).

However suppose South ends up in 3NT. The hand features a theme that is common in defence, but doesn’t get much publicity: attacking declarer’s communications.  Entries to both hands give declarer a problem, and the defenders should start by attacking the suit that provides communications: hearts.

Declarer has 8 tricks with the successful diamond finesse. He must set up length tricks in his hand, either in diamonds or spades. Given a choice declarer will attack spades because it offers a good chance to develop two tricks  without taking any finesse. However West is likely to lead a heart. At this stage declarer will realise that he cannot set up and get to the spades, so he will have to try diamonds. He wins ♥A in dummy, finesses  ♦J, Cashes ♦A K and concedes a diamond, throwing spades from dummy. He now has 9 tricks between the two hands but communications are tricky.

Suppose East wins ♦Q and perseveres with hearts. South wins ♥Q and cashes two  diamonds (discarding clubs). He now seems to be cut off from dummy but he exits with a spade and the defenders must eventually give the lead to dummy.  He makes 9 tricks, losing only 3 spades and a diamond.

When East wins ♦Q the winning defence is an unlikely looking club switch, right round into dummy’s ♣A J 10! This not only sets up a fifth trick for the defence, it takes the club entry out of dummy before declarer is ready to use it. 

.I find this hand most pleasing. The defenders start by attacking entries to declarer’s hand: later in the defence they switch their point of attack and attack the entry to dummy. 

Note that a club lead and heart switch easily beats the contract, but that is never likely to happen after the North’s 1♣ opening bid.

My next hand occurred in the third set of our match against Derek Rue’s team. We were 29 IMPs down after 14 boards. At such times it is crucial to keep one’s head and confidence. From then on our luck changed dramatically  and we ran out winners by 25 IMPs. Such a victory is always more satisfying than when everything seems to go our way from the start.
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South  West  North  East

                  
   1NT     P

4♠        4NT   Dbl      5♣

Dbl       5♦     Dbl      5♥

P           P       Dbl      End

West’s 4NT showed a 2-suiter. East assumed West had the minors and picked 5♣. West’s 5♦ showed the red suits and East gave preference to 5♥.

So far, so good. 5♥ is clearly a good sacrifice against the making vulnerable 4♠, but it got better! South decided to try to stop any cross-ruffing by leading his singleton ♥K. 

I knew North had only 2 spades, so it wasn’t hard to divine the heart position. I won the ♥A and led the ♦9. West made a tiny mistake by not covering with his ♦Q, and from then on the contract was unbeatable, via finessing North  for the ♥J, 

GCBA results

Well done to Mark Rogers and Gordon Rowe who were winners of the Ace-of-clubs final.

National Results.    John Atthey, playing witb another junior, Steve Raise was second in the National Masters’ Pairs
Understanding The  Lawbook
If you choose to play a convention it is your responsibility to ensure it is permitted. Please note that! It is not the director’s responsibility to prove it is not licensed. If a club director is unsure whether or not a convention used by a player has an appropriate licence I believe he should ask the player to provide evidence, if necessary giving the player the Orange Book (OB) to look it up himself. The player should not expect an unpaid director to add to his already considerable responsibilities and duties by having to find something that may not exist! 

 Most players just assume (wrongly) that their pet convention is allowed. Sometimes the fact that a convention is not allowed causes surprise.

If your partner opens 1NT, even at level 2  you can continue in any way you please (OB 12.5.3). However it is different if your opponents open 1NT. Read OB 12.13.1(b). You will note that if you make  a 2-level bid then a suit must be specified. That means that opponents must immediately be able to know at least one suit that you definitely hold. The OB states: Note, players abuse this by bidding, say, 2♣ to  show hearts and another suit and then rebidding 3♣ to show just clubs. This is not allowed.

Does it seem illogical to you that you can do this when partner opens 1NT but not when opponents open 1NT? Consider how this illegal convention works in practice. The 2♣ is inevitably initially described inaccurately as showing: ‘the majors. This puts opponents off bidding a major at the 2-level. By the time 3♣ is bid and passed the correct explanation is usually forthcoming, but far too late to avoid damaging opponents. 
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Contributions welcome - to Andrew Kambites 01453 762258  carol@kambites.freeserve.co.uk

Check out the GCBA web site at http://www.gcba.org.uk/

