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Programme

The Monday Programme for April is:

· 3rd  League

· 10th  Swiss Pairs

· 17th   Summer Pairs  

· 24th  Swiss Teams

Other dates:

April 9th  Cotswold Cup. This is a teams of four event: either multiple teams or Swiss teams depending on the numbers. Details from chief tournament director Paul Denning on 01684 293603

April 28th-30th  Cheltenham Congress. You can get further details or an entry form from Anne Swannell on 01452 760228. Please note that you can enter individual events without committing yourself to the whole congress. For example, there is a one day green pointed Swiss teams on the Sunday
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At my table East opened a gambling 3NT. South doubled and West (having correctly explained that 3NT showed a solid minor) made what must be the most irrational bid I have ever seen. He bid 4♦, and we took 800 out of 5♣ doubled.

At the other table Ian Constable opened 3NT, again explained as a solid minor. He was allowed to play in 4♣ undoubled. North called the director and claimed damage for misinformation.  She was told that West had a solid suit: it was not solid because she had ♣J 8 7 3 (which was a stopper). Well done the director (Ted Hill) who somehow managed to keep a straight face.

Bridge Tips

Your partner opens 1♠. What should you respond with this hand?

♠ -  ♥K J 6 4  ♦ Q 5 4 3 2  ♣ J 4 3 2

You need to go through a process of elimination. A change of suit at the two level shows 9 high card points (HCP) so that can be ruled out. Perhaps you pass, but then you might be in a silly 1♠ with 4♥ laydown. So how many bids are available to you?

If you have 6-8 HCP then the only two bids you have available are 2♠ and 1NT. 2♠ is clearly absurd, so 1NT it must be. The point is that although it may be desirable to want a no-trump response to guarantee a balanced hand, it simply isn’t possible if you are weak. 2NT and 3NT do show balanced hands: if you are unbalanced with 10+ points you have other options (such as changing suit and bidding 2NT next time), but 1NT is a dustbin bid, used for all hands that don’t fit anywhere else.

Partner must allow for the possibility of your 1NT response over 1♠  (or 1♥, or 1♦) being unbalanced. He should never try to sign off in a 5-card suit, though it is reasonable to continue with a lower ranking 4-card suit if he has 5-4 shape. 

Understanding The Lawbook
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The following hand needed a director’s ruling on the league night of Feb 6th. The TDs job would have been made easier if either side had understood the laws.

South West  North East

Pass    1NT   Dbl    Redbl

Pass     2♣    2♥      Pass

3♥       Pass   4♥    All Pass 

Before passing South asked the meaning of the redouble. West said it was a transfer to clubs. The word ‘transfer’ implies that the hand holds clubs so the explanation clearly doesn’t correspond to the hand. In that circumstance the director has to decide whether East has made a misbid (forgotten the system), when there is likely to be no adjusted score, or whether the explanation is wrong. The onus is on the ‘offenders’ to prove the explanation is correct and in the absence of two conclusive and identical convention cards they cannot do so. The convention cards just said: Redouble = bid 2♣ which is very different from saying that 2♣ is a transfer to clubs. Therefore a ruling of misinformation is a formality and however much East/West protest that the explanation is correct the TD will turn a deaf ear. Is there a lesson here for you? If your convention card has on it inconclusive jargon you can not protect yourself if misinformation is alleged.

However misinformation doesn’t automatically lead to an adjusted score. The non offenders must say how they have been damaged, in other words what they would have done differently if they had been given accurate information. Sometimes a player really doesn’t know what he or she would have done. However a reasonable comment like: ‘I might have bid clubs if I hadn’t been told that East had five’ should be good enough to let the director give the benefit of any doubt to the non-offenders. South was vague about what she would have done but it seemed fair to remove the –300 for 4♥ – 3 to 2♣ making. If South had bid 2♣ then it is reasonable to assume that North would have passed.

It should be commented that North admitted to misplaying the hand and certainly overbid it. If South had passed the redouble then there is no reason to believe that the auction would have been any different and there would be no adjusted score. 

GCBA results

The Ace of Clubs final was won by John Prosser and Malcolm Lay.

National results

Having acquired a monopoly of winning the Under 20s home international Peggy Bayer tournament over the past five years, John Atthey made his debut in the junior Camrose and maintained his 100% record.

Dan Macintosh aged 16 from Stroud was privileged to partner one of the country’s best juniors, Michael Byrne, in the Universities festival of Bridge. Dan’s team won with a score of 95 VPs out of 100. 

Success in the Tolly

(Written by non playing captain: Judy Sanis)

We congratulate our Tollemache team for winning the silver medal: Gloucestershire’s best ever performance. Our team was Paul Denning &Patrick Shields, Derek Rue &John Rookwood, Keith Stanley & Richard Butland, Joe Angseesing &Graham Sadie, Richard Chamberlain &John Atthey. Judy Sanis was the non-playing captain and Anne Swannell our scorer.

We had a tremendous team spirit and all the team played well.  We were pleased to have John Atthey in our team as he brought our age average down considerably!  (Editor’s addition: ‘and also raised the average IQ) . We do hope he will continue his bridge in Gloucestershire once he graduates this year.

Having won all but one match the competition came to an exciting end when the favourites London were just two VP’s ahead of us going into the last match.  We were playing London and we needed to beat them 11-9 to win.  It was hardly bearable to watch the scores come in and we drew 10-10.  We got so close to the gold!  

Three weeks later Paul Denning and Patrick Shields continues their excellent form, helping Wales to second place in the Camrose.












