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New Season Coming!

The new GCBA season will be starting on  Monday 3rd September. The Monday structure soon settles down to a regular pattern with 

· 1st Monday : Varied

· 2nd Monday : League

· 3rd Monday : Swiss Teams

· 4th Monday : Swiss Pairs

The first action needed by any members is to form teams for the League and the Swiss. Names for the former (up to 5 per team) need to reach the Chief Tournament Director by Friday 7th Sep. There will be an entry form in Cheltenham Bridge Club for this.

Entries for the Swiss Teams can be made on the first night (17th Sep); entries after that night can still be made but must reach the CTD by the day before play is intended.

The other action which all members should consider is this - do you know of someone who might enjoy coming along on Visitor's night (3rd Sep)? If so please ask them along. They can come with you or with a partner of their choice or by themselves (we'll have a few reserve players to line up with them). 

The entry is free. The format is play-as-a-pair but score-as-a-team. There will be copies of the hands and a commentary available afterwards. Regular players should take it as an opportunity for something different, and play in unexpected combinations.

Triple Duck!

Derek Rue and Tony Sowter played with considerable success in the European Seniors Teams at Tenerife in June. One of their spectacular successes is recorded below. [Hands from some other participants will appear in later newsletters]

Playing against the top German seniors, our stars were sitting East-West. They had bid and supported hearts but South ended as declarer in four spades.


( AJ6

( 96

( A9654

( K32


( 72

( A104

( 87

( J98765
Dealer N

Vul : both
( 1093

( KQJ72

( KJ102

( 10


( KQ854

( 853

( Q3

( AQ4


Derek led the (A and his partner played the (2. This was read as a signal for a club and a club was duly led at trick two.

Declarer won this with (K in dummy. He could see nine top tricks and a heart ruff for ten, so he led (9. East, realising that this was his partner's only potential entry, played (7 and now Derek was able to win (10.

A club ruff duly beat the contract and gained 10 imps. The team went on to beat the Germans 63 imps to 8, for a maximum win. This was some element of reward from having been second behind them in the European Pairs in Sorrento.


GCBA Results

In the Gold Cup, there is only one Cheltenham team left - comprising Richard Chamberlain & Andrew Kambites, John Rookwood & Derek Rue.They have to play against Ian Monahan's team - the number six seeds - on Thursday 9th August. We wish them well.

Gloucestershire players did attend both the mid-Wales Congress and the Scarborough Congress this month but brought home no prizes.

In the Summer Pairs so far there have been 7 sessions and 12 different individuals have been session winners - 

Don Chidgey - 65.9%

Veronica Chidgey - 65.9%

Ben Pritchard - 64.0%

Joe Angseesing - 64.0%

Roy Collard - 63.3%

Cynthia Moore - 62.0%

Patrick Shields - 61.7%

Keith Sharp - 61.2%

Alan Sanis - 61.2%

Megan Davis - 60.1%

Margaret Sykes - 60.1%

and

Roman Klis - 63.3%, 62.0% and 61.7%

Summer Teams

There were two sessions during July and there is now a clear top two and only one of these - Roger Jackson or Peter Waggett - can be the overall winner. The latter's team came out 2 imps ahead in their recent head-to-head encounter but ended that session many imps behind.

This hand brought out an interesting point ....


( J83

( 73

( K862

( 10653


( AK6

( Q65

( AJ1094

( K7
Board 20 Dealer W

Vul: both
( 1074

( AKJ9842

( 75

( J


( Q952

( 10

( Q3

( AQ9842


East-West bid to 6( which isn't a good contract but, en route, South had doubled East's splinter bid of 4( and North led a club. 

Now dummy's losing diamond could be discarded and the diamonds were ruffed out to provide a discard for the losing spade.

Clearly the problem was that the club lead helped the declarer more than it helped the defence. This is likely in all cases where dummy is short in the suit led.

This points to the double of 4( as the culprit. Many players have now specifically agreed that a double of a shortage doesn't suggest leading that suit but is used to suggest the lower of the other suits. What do you do?


Summer Pairs

Star of the Summer Pairs this year is Roman Klis, with three wins to his name, and never yet the same partner twice. Even the day he turned up without a partner, he ended up winning!

This hand from the 2nd July session generated a strange squeeze ...


( A104

( A32

( K75

( AQJ5


( KQ8

( 4

( AJT4

( K10964
Board 25 Dealer n

Vul : EW
( 965

( JT98

( Q3

( 8732


( J732

( KQ765

( 9862

( ----


The 3NT contract was reasonable and East led (J. Declarer won in hand and now tried a spade towards the jack and king.

A small diamond came back to the queen, and another to the jack (a fatal mistake!) and king. When declarer played a second heart and saw they wouldn't run, it looked very bad, but ....

When a spade to the ten succeeded, and the ace was cashed, he could play a third heart and cash dummy's long spade. That was seven tricks in the bag and now all he needed was two clubs.

When he played dummy's fourth heart round to East, West was terribly squeezed. To keep the top diamond (else North's (7 becomes a winner) he had to discard down to two clubs and now the club return gave declarer three(!) club tricks and 16/18 match-points.


Tollemache Trials

There have now been six sessions amongst the trialists (one session got cancelled) and the only plus scores are held by Angseesing & Jackson, Denning & Shields, Sadie & Stanley. (IMHO) The quality of play is not up to the standard of a few years ago.

The last session found me making a pre-emptive jump overcall and finding LHO with honours in my suit. This time my action was justified and was replicated at the other table to give a flat board!

There have been a number of attempt to gather themes to the disasters which have occurred but the sample is still quite small. The one statement all would agree with (taking a chance in saying this!) is that you cannot determine the best pairs from playing even 120 boards as this competition allows. Fortunately the scores determine only two of the pairs in the final County team.


GCBA WEB SITE





This has just been updated. Please pay a visit and pass on any advice you have as to how it might be improved.





Juanita & Chris Philp





have dropped out of these trials and out of all the local competitions, following their move to Bournemouth. We wish them all the best there and hope all goes well for their first baby, due in the Autumn. You will both be missed.
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Contributions welcome - to Patrick Shields, patrick@shields.demon.co.uk

Check out the GCBA web site at http://www.shields.demon.co.uk/gcba/

