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“Old” Programme

In August we have the last four Mondays of the 2001-2002 season - 

· Mon 5th  : Summer Pairs

· Mon 12th  : Summer Pairs

· Mon 19th : Summer Teams

· Mon 26th : Summer Pairs

The overall ranking in each competition depends on you playing at least half the sessions.

Other dates for your diary

· Sat 28th September - GCBA Green Point Swiss teams. Entry forms are now out. To Pam Pearce (01684-293957).

· Bredon Vale Cup – entries are one or two teams from any affiliated club - is on Sun 20th October at CBC.

· Lesley Everett Teams takes place on Sun 27th October.

· Leonard Cup takes place on  Sun 17th November.

 “New” Programme

This kicks off in September in a familiar style – the visitors’ night which you enter as a pair, but play teams scoring with some proficient international players as your team-mates!

The main thrust for the first half of the year is the same as last year – on the pairs front we have the Swiss Pairs and then the Winter Pairs, while on the teams front we interleave the Swiss Teams and the County League.

 The two series of teams events start on the 3rd and 4th Mondays of September. You should be getting your partners and team-mates organised now. Entry lists will go up at Cheltenham Bridge Club to help you know who is already engaged.

Clubs Heats

Three of our competitions rely on club heats to generate inputs. These are the County Pairs, the County Knock-out and the Ace of Clubs.

For the County Pairs the GCBA will also run a qualifying round (fifth Monday in September). From each heat the top 50% of the field will qualify for the semi-final in January.

For the Knock-out, the first round the GCBA will organise is when the qualifiers from the different clubs come together, on Monday 2nd December. There will be a heat at Cheltenham Bridge Club and probably three or more others.

Ace of Clubs heats follow the same pattern as for many years – with half the field qualifying for the final next February.

GCBA Results

There weren’t many GCBA competitions during July. We can report that the English assault on the Junior European Championships in Torquay did not succeed in making an impression. The winning countries were Italy and Israel. England did rather better in the Commonwealth Games bridge championships – or at least the two Patron’s teams did, both reaching the last four.

Coming next month in Montreal Canada, is the World Pairs Championship (running 16th-31st August) and we will be represented in the Seniors strand there by Derek Rue and Tony Sowter. You can watch the latest international bridge on-line these days – it’s open to all visitors through

www.e-bridgemaster.com
The GCBA still has a  team left in the Gold Cup – Richard Butland & Graham Cornell, Richard Chamberlain & Andrew Kambites, John Rookwood & Derek Rue.

In the mid-Wales teams at Llandridnod Wells, the 4th team was Gloucestershire – Ray Foulds, Anne Swannell, Alex Selsby, Peter Walker.


Summer Teams

After four sessions of this event, joint leaders are Joe & Wendy Angseesing. No-one can overtake them although they could be caught (if they don’t score any points in the last session!)

This hand cost the winners of the last session 13 imps -

	
	( A96

( KJ84

( J73
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	( Q1032

( 63

( 95 

( AKJ75
	Board 13 Dealer : N

Vul : both
	( KJ

( AQ92
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( Q42
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The bidding proceeded the same way at most tables. East opened 1( and reversed into 2( after the 1( response. At this point West had a sure stopper in the fourth suit, and some extra values so he jumped to 3NT.

This was enough for many but when Roger Timmins jumped to 3NT, his partner, Roman Klis, raised him to the six level.

It looks straightforward to make 12 tricks – 3 in spades, 2 hearts with the finesse, 2 diamonds and 5 clubs.

But it’s not quite as simply as that. North led a heart; declarer won and played two rounds of spades but North ducked twice. Now Roger had to come to hand in clubs, clear the spades, and then overtake the club queen to cash his spades and clubs at the end. This relied on the clubs breaking three-three.

There was actually a lead to beat the contract. Can you tell which? [See last column]

Summer Pairs

We have now had 6 of the 9 sessions and only three players have managed all sessions. Leader now (of those with 3 or more valid scores) is Patrick Shields, followed by Wendy Angseesing. On the handicap scoring it is Judy Sanis leading, followed by Geoff Paterson.

In the last session, Margaret Sykes and Megan Davis got a top here but the opening lead nearly gave it away …
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Geoff Hardy as West opened 1( and over the 2( response stretched slightly by bidding 3( next.  His partner could not contain his enthusiasm and settled in 6( when he found an ace was missing.

This is a very respectable contract, although 3N was a more common resting place after 1(-2(-2(-3(-3N-end.

The opening lead was (A and then a small spade. When the (10 was inserted and North failed to cover the alarm bells should have been ringing.

Declarer wasn’t listening and played two top trumps and gave up a trick there for one off. Leading from AJx(x) in dummy’s first suit (when there was an unbid suit – hearts) was a strange option and might well lead you to run the (10 on the first round and make the slam!


Tollemache

This inter-county championship remains a major target for the County team. Three bronze medals within the past 12 years just isn’t good enough!

This year the management team have put together a squad of 7 pairs who will work together and from whom the team will be selected at the end of September.

The squad has lost Martin Kane (away for some months), and is now

· John Atthey &

John Rookwood

· Joe Angseesing &

Roger Jackson

· Richard Butland &
Graham Cornell

· Richard Chamberlain & Andrew Kambites

· Paul Denning &
Adrian Thomas

· Derek Rue &


Keith Stanley

· Graham Sadie & Patrick Shields.

Two other pairs – considered potential squad members in future years  - will also join the training sessions. These are Roy Collard & David Hope, Roger Brown & Greg Moss.

Richard Butland will provide coaching at the training sessions, which are currently arranged for 8th, 21st and 28th of August.




The winning lead is to attack the suit in which declarer has four stops – lead a club and he lacks the entries to set up and enjoy the spades.





Clubs Meeting


Representatives of various GCBA clubs met with members of the committee on Sunday 21st July. They identified a need for


better arrangements for inter-club competitions 


more county competitions with restricted entry


provision of teaching for new TDs.


Work has started to address these issues.





In the World Wide Simultaneous Pairs on 7th June, a 70.95% session enabled Alex Selsby and Colin Wadsworth to achieve 3rd position in the UK, from well over 1100 players.








Page 2
Contributions welcome - to Patrick Shields (01242-570710), ctd@gcba.org.uk

Check out the GCBA web site at http://www.gcba.org.uk/

