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Programme

The Monday Programme for  August is:

· 2nd    Summer Teams 4

· 9th     Summer pairs 7
· 16th   Summer Teams 5

· 23rd   Summer Pairs 8

· 30th    Summer Pairs 9

Bridge stories

Can you provide me with enlightenment on how 6( by South was defeated on the deal below?

	
	( K 7 5 2

( K 9 5

( 8 5

( A K 6 5
	

	( J 6

( 8 2

(A K Q J   9 6 4 3 2                                                              

(  -
	Board :  Dealer: 

Vul:
	(  T 9 8 4

( T 6

( 7

( T 9 7 4 3 2

	
	( A Q 3

( AQ J 7 5 3

(T 

( Q J 8
	


Having opened 5(, West decided to underlead his diamond honours in the hope of getting a club ruff at trick 2. Trick 1 went: (2 5 7 T. However South was rather dreamy and East was very alert. Like a flash East turned over his card and returned a club, ruffed by West. The hand was scored as 6(-1, and nobody said anything.

Please don’t try it when I am directing. East’s actions were amusing and clever, but highly unethical.
The Pachabo Cup

Each year the winners of the county knockout represent Gloucestershire in the Pachabo Cup (Inter counties teams-of-4 championships).  Having won it in  1984 and 1994 Richard Chamberlain (a member of both winning teams) felt that we were due for another win in 2004. On a warm June weekend Paul Denning, Patrick Shields, Andrew Kambites, Richard Chamberlain and Richard Butland set out hopefully and came: equal first. We didn’t bring the silver trophy home because the tie was split in favour of Cambridge and Hunts who beat us in the head-to-head match. 

It is important to be positive. All of us  (and the teams close behind us) can look back to decisions that on analysis were outright errors. However we did a lot of good things and at no stage were  we  other than totally supportive of each other. Inevitably, over the weekend we all took lots of close decisions and I try to avoid lying in bed at 4am wondering if my choice was right. Try this one  You hold this hand against Cambridge and Hunts!

(K T5 4 2 (K Q 9 8 (AQ (Q 8

Partner opens 1( and rebids 1NT (15-17 HCP) over your 1( response. He responds to your 2( enquiry with 2(, showing a minimum and 3 spades  but not 4 hearts.

My philosophy (rightly or wrongly) is that I make a slam try only if  a perfectly fitting hand  (ie. every card in partner’s hand is pulling its weight) makes slam laydown. In real life partner rarely has perfectly fitting cards and I find that if I encourage too actively we will end up in  a lot of poor slams. I relax this marginally if I can make a slam try without bypassing game. 

75% of the time partner will have 15 HCP. With 16 HCP, decent 3-card spade support and the two aces necessary for a slam he will value his hand as a maximum (in the range 15-17 HCP). So do I want to make a mild slam try with a likely 31 HCP and just a 5-3 fit? Weighing against it is the fact that  my trumps are poor for slam purposes. Also my club holding of queen doubleton may not pull its weight. 

Suppose I  try to construct hands.  If partner has the following hand even 4( could fail on a bad trump break so I certainly don’t want to venture beyond 4(.

(Q 6 3 (J T 6 (K J T 2  (A K J

Equally significantly, if partner has a hand with good control cards (like the next one) I will never be able to curb his enthusiasm and keep the bidding below game. It would not be unreasonable for him to conclude that if I make a slam try and he has all these control cards then my trumps must be good.

(7 6 3 (A T 6 (K J T 2  (A K J

In the end I settled for a direct 4( and partner had these perfect cards.

(A Q 3 (A J 2 (T7 3 2  (A T 2

Slam is not laydown, but it is certainly within the required odds. Cambridge bid it and it made. I can’t make up my mind whether my decision was right. Did I show mature judgement, or am I a wimp? 
National Results Roger Brown was in the Cambridge University team which won the Portland bowl. He now will represent England in the European university championships.

Paul Denning and Adrian Thomas have won the Welsh Cup (the Welsh knockout equivalent of Crockfords}.

John Atthey has come 2nd in the Swiss teams in the EBU congress at Shrewsbury.
The Gold Cup team of Andrew Kambites, Richard Chamberlain, Richard Butland, Graham Cornell and Keith Stanley have now reached round 5.

Derek Rue and Keith Stanley, playing with David Jones and John Collings from Warwickshire have won their way through to the  semi-finals of the Seniors knockout. In the last two weeks of June the same foursome represented England in the Seniors section of the European Championships at Malmo and came 8th out of 16 teams.

Paul Denning and Adrian Thomas represented the Welsh open team at Malmo and came 24th out of 33 teams.

Understanding The  Lawbook

In a match between good players who knew each other well South opened 1( with:

(K 7  (Q 10 8  (A K Q J 7  (K 3 2

The auction proceeded as below: double  not .alerted.

South  West
 North  East    1(      1(      3(       No          3NT    No     No      Dbl      No      No     No

The heart layout was:

                          8

K J 9 7 5 3                   A 4 2

                        Q 10 6
   

A heart lead quickly led to two down, Declarer realised  5(  was  easy and   found that East/West methods were that the double showed one of the top 3 heart honours. He called the TD and said if he had known he would have removed 3NT doubled.

The TD agreed the double should have been alerted but allowed the score to stand. Read the orange book section 5.5.1.  South  himself played  this agreement with both of his opponents, indeed all the players in their bridge circle played it. He knew East/West well enough to know they were likely to be playing the same. He could easily have asked without damaging his side’s interest and should have done so rather than sit back passively. The laws of bridge don’t look favourably on players who gamble at the table and then want to get it reversed by the director if it doesn’t work.

Don’t let this example  worry you. If any of your opponents played such a complex arrangement and forgot to alert it, nobody  would  expect you to ask questions. However there is a lesson to learn for everybody. For example, if your opponents forget to alert Stayman and you claim damage, you are likely to find a very sceptical director unless you are so inexperienced that you don’t know Stayman. 

.













Page 1
Contributions welcome - to Andrew Kambites 01453 762258  

Check out the GCBA web site at http://www.gcba.org.uk/

