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Programme

The Monday Programme for August  is:

· 1st   Summer Teams 3

· 8th   Summer Pairs 9 

· 15th   Summer Teams 4  

· 22nd   Summer Pairs 10

· 29th   Summer Teams 5

Bridge Story

The following rather bizarre auction took place on a bridge holiday.
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2♠ was strong. 3♠ made with an overtrick. Can you guess the explanation of the rather odd 3♠ bid? Well, 2♠ is forcing for 1 round, isn’t it?
National Results.

In the Gold Cup three Gloucestershire teams reached round 5 but they all then lost.

  Mike Wignall’s team faced a formidable draw against Janet De Botton’s No 3 seeds (Hallberg, Sandqvist, Malinowski and the Hackett twins) and lost.

   Paul Denning’s Welsh team were defeated by the No 1 seeds of  Alfrey (Bakhshi, Robson, McIntosh and Martin Jones)

   Keith Stanley’s team seemed to face an easier draw against a team from Devon, but their opponents played very well and in luck. 

The Cheltenham team of John Rookwood,, Andrew Kambites,  John Atthey, Ian & Val Constable beat Crowborough to reach the semi final of the Nicko.

The Gloucestershire  KO  winners led the field in the Pachabo cup (open to the winners of the championship  teams of each county) at the end of Saturday but finally had to settle for sixth place. 

International news!

Roger Jackson, playing with Tony Gordon (his Berks & Bucks partner in the European Open Bridge Championships has come a most impressive fourth in the Seniors Pairs A  final.

GCBA News

The Midland Counties League has restarted

V  Lincolnshire

Dawes:  Won 19-1

Porter:  Won 13-7

V  Warwickshire

Dawes: Lost 7-13

Porter:  Won 12-8

Markham: Won 16-4

In Gloucestershire we have a ‘double dummy’ problem solver with a national reputation. Well done to Barbara Janes who has just achieved the rank of: ‘Grandmaster Problemist’.

The Pivot teams was won by: Joe Angseesing, John Rookwood,  Roger Jackson

And , Alan Wearmouth

The Gloucestershire team for the qualifying heat of the Tollemache Cup (to be held next November) will be: Paul Denning/ Patrick Shields, Richard Butland/ Keith Stanley, John Atthey/ Richard Chamberlain, John Rookwood/Derek Rue and Joe Angseesing/Graham Sadie. Judy Sanis will be captain, Anne  Swannell will be scorer and Andrew Kambites will be the coach.

In the Autumn there will be a couple of sessions where the team meets for coaching, practice  and discussion. As usual all GCBA members will be invited to attend, contribute  and learn

A Difficult Hand
Hands where one partner has huge playing strength but relatively few points and the other has lots of points are difficult to bid. How do you plan to bid this North hand?

	
	( KQJ98762

( 8 4

( -

( A Q 4
	

	( A T 5

( AQ932

( 5 4 2

( 9 8
	Board :  Dealer: W

Vul:
	(  3

( T 7

( J T 9 7 3

( J T 7 6 3

	
	( 4

( K J 6 5

( A K Q 8 6

( K 5 2
	


It occurred in the Garden Cities qualifying heat and virtually no North/South pair I talked to got a plus score.

After West passes North can open 2♠, but it is not ideal because an Acol two bid is expected to have a reasonable amount of defensive strength. In practice is going to be very hard to prevent partner proceeding to a slam. You might think Blackwood would avoid the problem, but with a seeming misfit it will be hard to persuade South to agree spades as trumps so it wont be easy to use Roman Key Card Blackwood. At some stage it is likely to end with South running out of ideas and jumping to 6NT.

The North hand is certainly too strong for a second-in-hand 4♠, but if you play South African Texas a 4♦ opening is reasonable This shows either a solid spade suit, or a one-loser spade suit and an outside ace. South will know that either two aces are  missing, or one ace is missing and there is a hole in the trump suit, so South will feel no temptation to bypass 4♠. However it is a little strong for even 4♦ as the ♣Q is a good card.

Richard Chamberlain and I finished in 6NT, undoubled for one-off. Our team-mates doubled 6NT and North ran to 7♠, also doubled. The defence started with three rounds of hearts and declarer elected to ruff with ♠J. He then lost two trump tricks.

Well done to the pair who played in 4♠, but  they went one off to the same defence!

Bridge Tips

In hand the hand below you are East. West leads  (6 to dummy’s (10 and your (Q. What switch do you make at trick 2?

( A J 10 8

( 10 9 2

( 10 5 4

( A K 8





( K Q 9 2

Lead (6

( 8 7





( J 6 3 2





( 9 6 3

South
North

1(

1(
2(

4(
You must realise that a diamond switch isn’t safe. Suppose the layout of the suit is (g):

(g)

( 10 5 4

( K 9 8


( J 6 3 2



( A Q 7

Left to play diamonds on his own declarer will lose two tricks because West’s (K is sitting after declarer’s (Q, and your (J is sitting after dummy’s (10. The diamond suit is frozen. If you lead the (2 declarer can play low from his hand and your partner has to play the (K. Leading a low diamond releases the hold your (J has on dummy’s (10. That is not to say that under no circumstances is it correct to play a diamond. You realise there is some risk in playing a diamond, but perhaps there is a risk in not playing a diamond. The crucial question is whether declarer might be able to use any winners in dummy to discard diamonds in his hand (or vice versa). Certainly if there was an ominous looking long suit in dummy it would be right to lead a diamond, whatever the risk. However this doesn’t look very threatening here. Declarer may have (Q x doubleton may be able to use dummy’s (A K to discard a diamond loser, but in that case declarer might be left with spade losers. If you cashed your diamond tricks then declarer would discard a spade instead. Declarer doesn’t seem to have much to spare for his 4(, and the spades are certainly lying badly for him. I would recommend a passive switch at trick 2, maybe to the (7.

Note that if you took the same example and replaced dummy’s (10 by the (7 there would be no danger that dummy is a frozen suit and a diamond switch would be totally safe.













