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GCBA Programme

The first County Monday night competition has finished - read the report overleaf on the Swiss Pairs. The Winter Pairs, in the more traditional format of two divisions, starts on Monday 12th December. Pairs can just turn up on the day.

Mondays in December run close to the regular pattern -

· 4th: County Pairs QF

· 11th: Winter Pairs

· 18th: Swiss Teams

· 25th: rubber bridge at home

Some dates to note are

· Saturday 16th December is the Cheltenham Bridge Club's annual Christmas Party.

· Monday 1st January is the County Individual Championship. Advanced entries are need to ensure we have complete tables - so please add your name to the notice board.

Calling the Director
Bridge is a complicated game and there is a complicated rule book to go with it. The most important rule of them all is Law 9.B.1.a where it says "The Director must be summoned at once when attention is drawn to an irregularity".

The reason for this is that without guidance from the Director it is easy for players to go wrong and lead themselves into a situation more difficult to resolve than the original  and any Director would rather have the easier problem to resolve than the more difficult.

Two examples of where people's understanding of the rule may be incomplete are these.

1.
When declarer leads from the wrong hand, either defender (but without consultation) may declare to accept the lead or declare to refuse the lead. Declarer then plays as instructed with no further penalty.

2.
When a revoke has been established, the minimal penalty of one trick transferred increases to two tricks if either

a. Revoker won the trick on which the revoke took place, and won a later trick or

b. Revoker <<didn't win the revoke trick and his side>> later wins two tricks including a trick with a card which could have been played legally to the revoke trick. 

GCBA Results 

The Leslie Everett Cup was won this year by visitors from  Somerset. The best placed local team (second) was Ian & Val Constable, Lyn Hayes & Ben Pritchard.

The second round draw of the Inter Club Knock-Out has now been played, pairing the Cheltenham teams against Moseley-B (Keith Stanley's team lost by 3), Worcester-A (Mike Prichett's team won), West of England-C (Lesley Harrison's team lost), Bristol-B (Graham Sadie's team won), and Heathercroft-B (Peter Walker's team won).

The second round Crockford Cup draw saw five Cheltenham teams in play. Those led by Joe Angseesing, Ian Constable and Lesley Harrison lost narrowly, while those led by Paul Denning and by John Rockwood had easy wins.

In the Hubert Phillips, the Lesley Harrison team is through to the last 8 teams and now has to play against a Manchester squad.

In the National Women's Teams, Wendy Angseesing & Pam Pearce's team was second in the Swiss, and - last we heard - that with Norah Allen & Joan Peel was still playing in the Whitelaw Plate.

SwissTeams

After the first six matches in the Swiss, the previous leaders have lost two matches and from some way back the team of Ian & Val Constable, John Goodwin & Lyn Hayes has come through to take the lead ahead of a tightly packed field. Following behind their 86 VPs (from possible 120) comes team led by Joe Angseesing (79VPs), John Atthey (77VPs) and Anne Swannell (77VPs).

During the last match, one East held


( A7

( AKQ10

( AK107

( AJ10

He opened with a strong (unlimited) 1( and heard the bidding proceed 

2((weak) - 2( (positive) - 3(
There were two options at this point. Pass, after which you might get to the best contract of 7NT to collect +1440, or double in which case you should collect +1400. The idea of passing with 25 points was so appealing, the former was chosen but only the third best contract was reached.

League

There have been four League Mondays now but the key fourth round match between the two leading teams in Division One has been postponed until December. So

· Joe Angseesing's team have stolen into the lead in Division One.

· Geoff Hardy's team (Barbara Janes, Cynthai Moore, Geoff Paterson) lead Division Two.

· Daphne Hogarth's team (Daphne Croning, Ron Powis, Gill Weaver) lead Division Three.

Alan & Judy Sanis showed good judgement, to gain 13 imps, on  this hand against the Denning team in their November Division One match.

( AQ875

( 3

( AK1093

( 73
( K

( AKQ864

( 74

( 10852

The bidding, with silent opposition was 1( - 2( - 2( - 3( - 4( and, despite the 4-2 trump break, ten tricks were easily achieved. Raising to 4( with a singleton, on the basis of the good controls, was well judged.

In the other room, East chose 3( over the 2( rebid and, South doubled. West chose 3( and they ended in the hopeless 3NT. The Peels did well not to double, or they might have found themselves defending an impregnable 4( contract!

Swiss Pairs

All nine matches are now complete and from being in second place after each of the first two evenings, Patrick Phair and Jim Simons have emerged triumphant with a score of 130 VPs (max 180). Second were John Goodwin & Albert Sproston (127); third Tony Hill & Martin Kane (119).

The most interesting hand of the last match was board 26 ...


( A3

( AQJT983

( ---

( AT97


( K52

( K62

( 92

( KQ653
Match 9 Board 26
( JT76

( 4

( AKQT73

( 42


( Q984

( 75

( J8654

( J8


The contract was 4( by North after East had opened 1( and West had bid 2(. The inevitable high diamond lead was ruffed by North. Those Norths (like Joe Angseesing & Albert Sproston) who carefully ruffed with the (8 were well rewarded when this proved key to making the contract. 

Joe proceeded with a club to the (J. He could now ruff two clubs unless West played a trump round to dummy's (7, saving Joe his trump loser.

Albert played (Q at trick two and when Derek Rue ducked (else (7 is an entry), played two more rounds of hearts. Derek's second diamond was ruffed, and when the hearts were run West was squeezed down to doubleton king in one black suit and end-played in that suit to lead away from the other king.

Tollemache Qualifying


In the qualifying round held in Coventry as usual on the last weekend of November, the County team, captained for the first time by Roger Jackson, started off perfectly beating the strong Manchester team 17-3 and continued to hold first place from then until the start of the last match. However results were getting worse and a 1-19 loss in the last match left the team in 4th place, which doesn't qualify for the February final.





Apologies - the hand reported in the last newsletter didn't happen quite as reported. The lead was the (J won by the (Q in dummy, removing one of declarer's entries to dummy. Now the reported line won't work. If you can work out why, come and tell me the more difficult play Andrew had to find.





Welsh Camrose


Paul Denning has again represented Wales, in the first Camrose match of the season, against Scotland (2-3 December). The result went in Scotland's favour.
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Contributions welcome - to Patrick Shields, patrick@shields.demon.co.uk

Check out the GCBA web site at http://www.shields.demon.co.uk/gcba/

