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News


We have only 3 Mondays of bridge in December this year - 

· Mon 3rd: Knock Out teams

· Mon 10th: League

· Mon 17th: Swiss Teams

The holiday season takes away the next two Mondays but the New Year restarts with the County Individual Champion-ship on Tuesday 1st January. We need to make sure we have a full complement at each table for this competition, so please sign up on the list at the Cheltenham Bridge Club (or contact the County TD) if you want to play.

Any club which has held heats of the County Pairs - please pass the results to the County TD before the end of this month. The semi-final takes place on Sunday 6th January, starting at 1415 hrs, in Cheltenham Bridge Club.


Tollemache Team

The County team - John Atthey & Ben Pritchard,  Joe Angseesing & Roger Jackson, Richard Butland & Graham Cornell, Richard Chamberlain & Andrew Kambites, Paul Denning & Patrick Shields - played in the qualifying round in late November and came second in their group, behind last year's winners (Surrey). They thereby progressed to the final next February. The selection committee has confirmed that the same team - again with Keith Stanley as NPC - will play.

A particular success against Surrey was this hand ...
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Paul Denning played 4( from South. On the spade lead (East had bid them) he won, and played a heart to the queen and ace. They cashed a spade, a club and played a diamond. He had noticed the (9 on the first round and dropped the (J now to make the contract.

Butland & Cornell also started with a spade lead but declarer won it and played another. They played a third (!) and now when he won (A, East could play a fourth and guarantee a trick to the (J.

GCBA Results

In Crockfords round two, the Denning team beat their Worcestershire opponents but the Rookwood squad and the Constable squad both fell. The fate of Allan Sanis' team is decided next week.

We have 1 team through to the last 16 nationally in the Hubert Phillips (Mixed Teams) competition. In the next round the team of Joe & Wendy Angseesing, John Atthey & Andrew Kambites have to play a team which often wins this competition - Michelle Brunner, John Holland, Boris Ewart and John Armstrong.

In the Inter Club Knock-Out  at least two of the County teams - one from Cheltenham and one from Chalford Hill - have progressed to round three. Three other results are not yet known (by me).

In the Seniors Congress, Derek Rue & Keith Stanley produced the amazing feat of retaining the Pairs Champion-ship, and with a 3% margin over the runners up. They were also second in the teams playing with Hasset & Hirst from Manchester, only 1VP behind the winners. Extremely well done!

County League

The match between the leaders in Division One has been delayed; meanwhile the team of Noel Downes, Patrick Phair, Jim Simons and Tony Truluck has crept into the lead by 1 VP.

Division Two has joint leaders - Peter & Vera Bird, Norah Allen, Joan Cruwys and Ivor Hoskins; Vanessa Allinson, John Cock, Lesley Harrison, Judy Sanis and Peter Walker.

Clear leaders in Division Three are  Angela Verrion's team (Mrs Bridgewater & Christie, Roger Nicholls, Leslie Harris, and Fatemian).

Leslie Everett

There were 13 teams entered (7 local, 6 visiting) and the first two places were taken by

1. Richard Hennell & Barbara Janes, Heather Parker & Ruby Wissenden.

2. Ian & Val Constable, Lyn Hayes & Alan Wearmouth.

The non-expert prize went to Chris Phillips, John Prosser, Neville Richards & Duncan Toase.

A number of 16 imps swings were generated on board 36 when second hand, who had overcalled the 1NT opening and heard LHO bid 3NT, had to decide what to do with 

(109532 (A9 (- (KQ10654

The heart entry makes it appealing to pass and lead clubs but the brave souls who ventured 4( got doubled and make 10 tricks for a much better score than -600.


Swiss Teams

All 24 teams turned up for the third evening of Swiss Teams, and the results at the top are now very close. In the lead is Allan & Judy Sanis, Gill Messer, Keith Sharp & Eva Turner. They have 80 VPs but just behind are teams led by Ian Constable (79), John Atthey (78), John Rookwood (77) & Paul Denning (76).

A lot of people could have done better on this hand ....
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Most aggressive Easts would open 1( and now there's no stopping West and 3NT is the likely contract. The fate of this all depends on the opening lead as after the (A is knocked out declarer has nine tricks. Curiously the defence must attack one of their shorter suits - hearts. Not likely if South is on lead, but must easier if North is. 

When East passed - and this is very reasonable - West opened 1( and was left with an important choice over East's 2( bid. The  best choice is 3( but some found a bid of 2( and were left to play there.

The result in 2( was a close thing. With a heart lead who will you put your money on? [I'd bet on the defence]


Swiss Pairs

After nine matches the clear leaders with 134 VPs are Graham Sadie & Patrick Shields, Next come Geoff Hardy & Roger Nicholls, Joe Angseesing & Martin Kane with 120 VPs each.

The leaders had to struggle for an average board against the Constables on this hand ...
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East opened 1( and West played in 1NT. The opening lead of (K was overtaken by the ace and a diamond returned. North could tell that West held four diamonds, so he switched to spades.

The (K was beaten by the ace and the (J returned. Noting the fall of the 87, declarer tried the (9 in the hope of pinning the (6 but to no avail. South won and played a club. This was ducked to North who now cashed his winning diamond and played a fourth. On these diamonds South discarded clubs.

This suggested the (Q lay with South, so declarer cashed (A on which South discarded (2, and then he crossed to (A and exited with (6. South now had to lead away from (Q around to the (J, giving declarer a 6th trick, and a score just above average.




CAMROSE


Paul Denning plays in the first home international of the season, for Wales against N. Ireland this weekend.


Best of luck!


STOP PRESS: Wales won all 3 matches and lead the table, 24 VPs ahead of England.





Reignolde Mayboubian-Jones


We are sad to announce that on 10th November Reignolde died, in his room at Oxford University. He had been well 10 minutes earlier and the cause of death is unknown. He learned bridge playing at Stroud and Chalford Hill clubs, and playing with Greg Moss he represented England Under-19s successfully in the Channel Trophy; he also played in winning teams for Oxford University.
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