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Programme

This month we have

· Monday 2nd : Knock Out Qualifying

· Monday 9th : Swiss Pairs

· Monday 16th : Swiss Teams

· Monday 23th : Winter Pairs

· Monday 30th : Winter Pairs

These two Winter Pairs sessions will  be followed by two sessions in February and two in March. Scoring will be by match-points converted to victory points. Allowance will be made for sessions missed and the overall ranking will be decided on the basis of the total VP score for those who competed in at least 3 sessions. 

Players will be allocated a handicap based on previous Winter and Summer Pairs scores. This will lead to two competitions, scratch and handicap, each with the same scoring structure and with separate winners.

Other dates for your diary

· First Monday of the New Year (6th Jan) is the County Individual.

· Sunday 12th January is the semi-final of the County Pairs, for all those who have qualified.

· Sunday 19th January is the No Fear Pairs – open to all players below Regional Master.


Tollemache Disaster

The County team turned out in Coventry with Roger Jackson as NPC. They came above average in their group but didn’t display the level of consistent performance needed to do well in such company.

We lost to the two teams who qualified (Norfolk and Avon) in each of the two  6-board stanzas against them . We also lost all four stanzas to Lancashire and Leicesteshire.

In an early match the team did well on 
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The bidding at all tables started with 1(-2(-P-3(. The two Gloucestershire pairs (Butland-Cornell and Sadie-Shields) had agreed that after an overall at the 2-level a new suit is forcing, so they couldn’t pass and over 3(, the Norths bid 5(.

This contract didn’t prove difficult with the lie of the diamond suit. At one table the East opponent woke up over 5( and came out with 5(. He found his partner with splendid support but 5(-X still cost 300.

Where the Essex team were sitting North-South, they passed the hand out in a part-score!


GCBA Results

In the Inter Club Knock-Out (NICKO) one of the remaining five teams has lost its match but others have still to play in the 3rd round.

Similarly in the Hubert Phillips, one of the two teams left has been beaten (by a team of previous winners) and the other plays in early December.

In Crockford’s Cup some GCBA members are through to round three and some are not –  inevitable when they were playing against each other! Hard luck to the Constables, John Atthey and Alan Wearmouth.

The Leonard Cup was won by Mrs M Brenton and Mrs GV Grant Duff. In second place were N Kemp and Alliette Sladen.

The GCBA Ladies Pairs was won by Cynthia Moore and Mary Jones, with Lindsay Geddes and Anne Swannell in second place.

The GCBA Mens Pairs was won by a very high scoring Joe Angseesing & Roger Jackson, with Peter Bird and Tony Davey in second place.


Swiss Pairs

We have now had 48 pairs who have competed in some of the three sessions,  with 24 playing in all three. Leaders (as after session 1) are Ian Constable & Alan Wearmouth (143),  followed by Graham Sadie & Patrick Shields (142) and then David Atthey & Andrew Kambites (114). 
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This was a routine 4( contract at many tables, making 10 tricks after the (K is led by North. 

Some declarers decided to try for 11 tricks after the diamond lead by playing (K and a club to the jack next. If that held, then the (A would take care of the diamond loser. The odds on this working is just under 50% so it’s a respectable enough line, but doesn’t work and gets you a bottom.

The declarers who took that choice freely cannot complain but when Patrick Phair was sitting West, North overcalled his 1( opener with 2(. The usual 4( contract was reached but with a two-level overcall in the suit, where do you expect the club queen to be? With great confidence Patrick went for the club finesse and duly wrote down –50, while North got a top. Who says that crime doesn’t pay!

Swiss Teams

The third session brought out a new leading team; after scoring 38/40 the team of John Atthey, Richard Butland, Graham Cornell, and Andrew Kambites are now in the lead, 2 VPs ahead of Anne Swannell’s team and a further 9 VPs ahead of last year’s winners.
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Few players got to the winning 3N on this hand; an exception was Joe Angseesing & Graham Sadie. They start as expected  with 
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after which East made the careful choice of 3(, which allowed West to bid 3N. This couldn’t be beaten.

At another table Graham Cornell, playing in 4(,  gave his opponents a difficult problem. He won the spade lead with the king and ran the (Q at trick two. North won and switched to the ten of hearts. What next?

Graham played small from dummy and again from hand once South followed with the (3. North didn’t realise his partner had two winning clubs and when he continued with hearts the contact made. Sleepy South, not overtaking! 


County League

Joe Angseesing’s team (Tony Hill, David Hope and Roger Jackson) are now established as leaders in Division One, which now holds no undefeated team. Leadership in Divisions Two  and Three is unchanged - Geoff Hardy’s team and Lesley Harrison’s team respectively.

The strongest hand for a while turned up in the last session …
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With North–South silent, the East-West pairs usually started 2(-2(-3(, although a re-bid of 4( (solid suit) would be very descriptive if you had agreed on that meaning for the bid (but dangerous if you haven’t)

Some pairs found they were missing an ace and stopped in 6( while others bid the grand on general values. One South doubled 7( to get his partner to lead a heart but partner failed, which looks best, but …

When declarer in 7( cashes eight diamonds and two spades, he ends up with AK7 of clubs in hand and a club and KQ of hearts in the other. What can South do? He is squeezed out of his club guard and the 20% grand slam rolls home! Quite a lot of imps swung on this board.

Paul Denning makes his debut as non-playing captain for the Welsh team on the first weekend in December, in their Camrose match against Northern Ireland. We wish him good luck.
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Contributions welcome - to Patrick Shields (01242-570710), ctd@gcba.org.uk

Check out the GCBA web site at http://www.gcba.org.uk/

