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Programme

The Monday Programme for December is:

· 1st     Mens & Ladies Pairs

· 8th    Swiss Pairs 4

· 15th  Swiss Teams 4

· 22nd Winter Pairs 1

· 29th  Winter Pairs 2

Bridge Stories

South opened 1NT and North bid 2(, which South alerted. East enquired the meaning and South said: ‘It shows 5 hearts and requires me to bid hearts’. East innocently asked about the theoretical merit of this method. South was most enthusiastic: ‘We play Irish transfers. You bid the suit above the one you have got. You can show diamonds that way.’
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The hand above caught my eye. East/West should avoid the poor slam. South should pass: the hand is not worth a vulnerable 3( opening.  After West’s 1( is raised by East to 3( West should realise that he requires precise cards from East to make slam, for example doubleton (K   (K Q and (J. Note that even with no wasted diamond values 6( is a dreadful contract. This  auction is reasonable:

South  West  North  East

         1(      No       3( 

No       4(      No        4(
No       4(      No        4(
No       No       No

Cue bidding not only pinpoints controls: it conveys enthusiasm. South might make a mild slam try but neither player should go above 4(. I would not blame West for just bidding 4( over 3(. Often if you show too much enthusiasm when precise cards are needed you end up too high when partner hasn’t got them!

If they do bid to slam 6( is better than 6(: not for the first time the 4-4 fit is best. Suppose North leads (Q. West takes (A, ruffs a diamond and cashes (A K. Now he runs the spades. North must show great patience. If he ruffs in he endplays himself,   forced to 

underlead  (K or give a fatal ruff-and-discard so he must sit and let West cash 5 spade tricks, retaining (Q, (J and (K J. Now West might try to throw him in with a heart but he can calmly exit with (J and make trick 13 with (K. The point is that North’s (Q must neutralise two enemy trumps, not just one enemy spade. A North who counts shape won’t get this wrong.

GCBA/national Results

The Bredon Vale Cup was won by Newent A: (R Carter, A Lander, Mrs H Parker, G Vandergucht)

 Everett cup was won by Joe & Wendy Angseesing, Peter Waggett &  Richard Butland 

Congratulations to Geoff and Joan Peel’ who came second in the Swiss Pairs at the EBU seniors congress at Daventry 

League: 6 October

The hand below, given to me by Ian Constable  contains some instructive points.  

West


East

( K Q T 9 5 3
( A 8 7 6 

( J 6 5


( 2             ( J


       ( A K 7 4 3 ( K 9 7


( A Q 2

The bidding started well enough up to 4( but after this Ian and Val lost their way.

West  North   East     South                                                                           -                     1(       No       1(      No      3(       Dbl     No      No      4(
      No     4(      No      No        No

Firstly, 2( by North would be a reverse (forcing) so 3( is a splinter agreeing spades. Unusually, East has two splinters available, 3( and 4(. You can either play that 3( shows a singleton and 4( a void (both game forcing) or that 3( is a mini-splinter, showing only a game try (so that 3( by East can be passed).

South’s double makes it easier for West. He can pass to deny any first round control in a side suit.(redouble would show first round heart control). I like the pass: it creates room for partner to cue bid and thus express slam interest. It also avoids bidding 3(, which might be a very good idea if you are not sure whether or not 3( is forcing! Note than 4( would be a shut-out bid. The principle of fast arrival applies here. If West made the space-consuming jump to game when he had a cheaper forcing action available he is deliberately cramping the auction and hence he is not interested in a slam.  East then cue bid his (A but West now suffered from expertisis: he decided that cue bidding a singleton in partner’s suit was too dangerous. Apparently I am to blame because I said this in last month’s newsletter.   

If East/West were in a 4-4 spade fit a diamond cue bid would persuade East that West had the (K. If East had ( A Q J 3 2 he would now assume the suit was solid, with most undesirable consequences. However here they have a 6-4 spade fit, a vast improvement in playing strength. This hand is about losers, not winners. West can tell that hearts can be easily ruffed in dummy, and that any playing strength in diamonds that East might expect will not be necessary. West should cue bid 4( to reassure West that there are not two diamond losers and indeed, that he has slam interest. East could then use key-card-Blackwood .

Bridge Tips
Examine closely the following suit layout:



Q 3 2                          K 8 7 5


A 10 9
    
        J 6 4

Suppose West leads the 5. Dummy plays low and East wins the ace. Now declarer is guaranteed a trick with either the Q or J.

Now imagine declarer trying to play the suit. He leads the 4 to dummy’s Q, losing to the A. With the K now sitting after the J declarer makes no trick in the suit.

Now go round the table, seeing what happens if each player in turn leads the suit. You will see that it works out to the disadvantage of his side.  

 This is called a frozen suit. Whichever side touches it concedes a trick. It is fated to stay in limbo until one side is forced to open it up. Good players  often aim to make their opponents open up a frozen suit with an endplay.

 Bridge is full of frozen suits, and most players in defence happily switch from one suit to another, giving tricks away with gay abandon. There is nothing morally inferior in passive defence, when your objective is simply to sit back and do nothing. Most defenders are far too active. Often it pays to take the trick declarer gives you and play his suit straight back again, making him do his own dirty work.

Understanding The  Lawbook
South opens 1(, West passes and North bids 2(. East now moves his hand towards the bidding box, hovering and finally pulls out a pass card. Sometimes it is worse than this: East actually starts taking a ‘bid’ from the box, puts it back and replaces it with a pass. 

West already has a great deal of  unauthorised information (UI). If he makes a borderline bid which is successful then the director will undoubtedly adjust the score against him.  

Of all the sources of UI this is the most unnecessary, If an opponent’s bid catches you by surprise, or you have a genuinely difficult decision to make you probably cannot help but impart UI to your partner. However there is no excuse for wandering fingers. Quite simply, your hands should go nowhere near the bidding box until you have decided what to bid. Get into the right routine: decide first and then take physical action. Up-and-coming chess players are taught to sit on their hands until they have decided what to move: then write it down, then move, in order to avoid a hasty decision. Many bridge players could learn a lot from this! 
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Contributions welcome - to Andrew Kambites 01453 762258  carol@kambites.freeserve.co.uk

Check out the GCBA web site at http://www.gcba.org.uk/

