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Programme

The Monday Programme for December is:

· 6th    League 4

· 13th  Swiss Pairs 4

· 20th   Swiss Teams 4 

· 27th   Individual

Bridge Story               Some years ago I was playing against a couple of Welsh internationals. One opened 1NT, which was quickly followed by three passes. Dummy went down with 4 spades, 2 hearts, 3 diamonds and another 4 spades. Declarer contemplated  the prospect of playing in 1NT with an  8-4 spade fit. He said rather sadly: ‘Isn’t it normal to use Stayman when you have two 4-card majors?’

National Results

A Brilliant result for Lindsay Geddes in the EBU Autumn Congress. Playing with a Sussex partner she came third in the highly prestigious 4-stars pairs. That only tells half of the story. They led all the way  until the start of the last 2 boards. In the final stages the scoring is ‘barometer’: that is on any 2 board round all the competing pairs play the same boards  and the result is immediately computed. In the last round they got sensible scores but two following pairs had huge results to overtake them
Congratulations to Geoff and Joan Peel, Alec Selsby and Anne Swannell who have won the McFarlane Cup for Gloucestershire. This is Derbyshire’s invitation teams event.

Well done to John Councer who, playing with Chris Smith of Sussex, won the Mens’ Pairs at the West of England Congress.

Gloucestershire events            The Mens Pairs was won by Roger Timmins and Mike Wignall. The Ladies Pairs was won by Val Constable and Lyn Hayes 
An opening lead          In the first session of the Swiss Teams I was on lead with this promising looking West hand after a rather unusual auction. Declarer is a good player: Keith Stanley. What would you lead?
(T 9 3 2   (AJ 9  (A J 4  (7 6 4

South  West  North  East   1(        P       P         Dbl 3NT       P         P           P

South obviously has a long club suit that he hopes will be solid. The classic lead against a gambling 3NT opening is to cash your aces because when you see dummy it will usually be pretty obvious what to do next, but there is a difference here. A gambling  3NT opening bid denies as much as an outside king, so if dummy has chosen to pass it you expect a good few high cards in dummy.  On this auction dummy has little or nothing and declarer has outside high cards. Moreover my aces will be sitting over any kings he has. .After much thought I decided to try to put my partner in to lead through declarer’s red kings. I led (9, which as you can see hardly qualifies as the most successful opening lead of all time  
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Was this unlucky? John Atthey had an interesting thought afterwards. In just about any situations in which a spade works, a club lead will also work. A spade lead is essentially trying to be passive: an unusual strategy in some ways if declarer has a solid 7-card suit but having a lot to commend it when I have  firm control in both red suits. A club lead is even more passive and has the merit of leaving declarer having to lead away from tenaces in his own hand. I must admit that despite considerable thought a club lead never crossed my mind at the table. 

KISS                           Do you know what KISS means? Keep It Simple Stupid! Ian Constable told me of the following hand that he and Val had during the 1-day Swiss Teams 

West                East                         ( A Q 8 6 5
    ( 3                   ( 8


    ( A K J 4 3     ( A 10 9 8 
    ( K Q 7 6        ( J 5 4

    ( Q T 7

West

East               1(


2(
2(


3(
4(


4(
Pass

Ian (East) asked me what I would have bid on his second bid? My answer was an immediate 3NT, which would have ended the auction. I believe in Hamman’s law, named after the world class American player who said: ‘If you have a choice of sensible bids and 3NT is one of them, then bid it! The idea is that you get away with murder in 3NT far more than in any other contract. Note the effect of the 3( bid: it effectively endplayed West who could neither bid 3NT herself nor use the fourth suit to investigate 3NT. It is all very well investigating alternatives to 3NT but before doing so you should at least consider whether if 3NT is the right contract you are taking an action that makes it impossible to reach. Having said that, next time partner will have a singleton club and 5 diamonds: 3NT going off with 6( cold.

Another example of 3NT proving to be superior came in the Swiss Teams

West                 East

( 4 2
           ( J 8 7 6 5 3

( A K Q J       ( 9 8

( A K J 2        ( Q 9

( K 6 2           ( Q 9 4

South  West  North  East     1(        Dbl      P           1(     P            2NT     P            4( P            P          P

West’s double followed by 2NT showed 21-22 HCP. East looked no further than the assumed 6-2 spade fit and found himself with 3 trumps and the (A to lose. You might insist on a spade contract opposite a 1NT opening if you have 6 spades, but you need to be a bit cautious opposite a 1NT overcall because of the possibility of a singleton spade. If you overcall 1NT you like to be balanced, but the main requirement is stoppers in your opponents’ suit. This is really only a strong version of a 1NT overcall. If I had been East I would have tried 3( (their suit) over 2NT, giving West the chance to give delayed spade support. In the absence of this I would have settled for 3NT.


Understanding The  Lawbook

Declarer plays in 6(. Hearts are as in a). Declarer immediately realises that the success of his slam depends on getting the hearts correct so very quickly leads a heart from his hand. West dithers and then plays low. Declarer assumes West has the ace and plays dummy’s king.

a)           K J                         Q 5 4 3

A T 9 8 7              ………. 6 2                            

Under law 73D declarer will get an adjusted score. West cannot claim he was thinking whether to PETER  in hearts. 73D clearly says: ‘Players should be particularly careful in positions in which variations  might work to the benefit of their side.

But suppose the heart layout was b). Declarer quickly lead (J and West dithers before playing low. 
b)           K 2                         Q 5 4 3

A 9 8 7 6              ………..J T

Now it would be ruled that West had something substantial to think about: whether to cover an honour with an honour,. In that case Law 75D says that inferences from the variation in tempo may appropriately be drawn only by an opponent, and at his own risk.













