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Programme

The Monday Programme for December is:

· 5th  League

· 12th  Swiss Pairs

· 19th  Swiss Teams

· 26th  No Bridge

Bridge Story

In international tournaments it is obviously necessary to prevent partners talking at the table in a language that nobody understands in case they pass illicit information. The official spoken language is English. Two Yorkshire players played for England in the 1983 Junior European Championships. The Polish captain made a complaint that they were not speaking English. Goodness knows what he would have made of the Scottish team
A Fairy Story?

Are you sitting comfortably? Then I will begin. 

  When I started teaching the  group of juniors who have done so outstandingly well we all went along to one of the smallest clubs in Gloucestershire: Chalford Hill.  Ian and Val Constable played there as well as at Cheltenham: they were totally encouraging. We formed a Chalford Hill Nicko team: myself, John Atthey (then aged 14) and the Constables.

Right from the start we exceeded expectations, but 2 years ago when the Constables moved away from Chalford and John Atthey went to University we switched to Cheltenham and invited John Rookwood to join us to make a team of 5. We won 6 matches to reach the quarter finals.

This year we again powered through the early rounds. John Atthey and I thought we might have lost in the last 32, but Ian and Val came back with 12 plus scores out of 12. In the last 16 we beat another Cheltenham team of Richard Butland, Keth Stanley, Paul Denning and

 Richard Chamberlain. If Richard Chamberlain had guessed to make a grand slam, we would have lost. In the last 8 we expected to play a team of Janet De Botton’s  hired internationals,   including the Hackett twins but they had lost to a Sussex team who we duly beat. In the Semi Finals we played Southampton A: the team that had ten years ago beaten in the final the only previous Cheltenham team to have progressed so far. They should have resigned when we were 2 IMPs up with 8 to play. They didn’t, and we won by 55 IMPs.

In the final our opponents were New Amersham, not big name players but they had lost by just one IMP in last year’s semi final to the eventual winners Coventry A. We lost a close, sporting match by just 8 IMPs but we can all feel proud. Well done Ian and Val, wonderful team-mates who probably played the best bridge of your lives. John Atthey, played every board in every match and is clearly with the best of Gloucestershire’s elite . John Rookwood was a thoughtful and tactful playing captain. Val also played in every match: we were a genuine team of 5

GCBA Results

The Bredon Vale Cup was won by North Cotswold Bridge Club: David Cook, Christian Fleming, Alan Lamb and Roy Walker.:

The Everett Cup (Gloucestershire’s invitation visiting teams-of-four  event) was won by the visiting Warwickshire team.

Leading against a Slam

Inexperienced players play the game by a series of ‘rules’. How often do you hear the saying: ‘Never lead from a king against a slam.’? I will let you into a secret: It is nonsense. Good players listen to the bidding. 

You are North, on lead against an opponent’s contract of 6♥ and you hold:

♠J743   ♥A9   ♦T2    ♣KT742

What do you lead?

Quite right: You won’t answer until you hear the bidding. Suppose they have bid as follows:

West
East



1♦

1♥

3♦

3♥

4♥

4NT
5♥ 2 key cards + ♥Q 

6♥

Dummy will have long diamonds: quite possibly solid. It is easy to imagine declarer drawing trumps and discarding black suit losers on diamonds, possibly after ruffing one round. You must aim to set up a black suit winner quickly while you still have ♥A. Lead ♣4 and hope partner has ♣Q. 

Incidentally, leading a spade from the ♠J is a very poor choice. You need far more in partner’s hand  to make the lead work, and it is quite likely to give away a trick.

Here is the full hand.

	
	( J 7 4 3

( A 9

( T 2

( K T 7 4 2
	

	( A 8

(QJT8543

( 5

( A J 8
	Board 26 Dealer: E

Vul: All
	( Q T

( K 7 2

( AKQ863

( 9 5

	
	( K 9 6 5 2

( 6

( J 9 7 4

( Q 6 3
	


This hand occurred in our league match against Pat Shield’s team. I was North, but their bidding sequence made it far harder for me.

Stanley
Rue                   West
East                                  .            1NT   (15-17)                 3♥

4♥                        4♠

5♦                                 6♥

This time there was no hint of a strong suit in dummy. On the bidding East clearly has the ♦A for his 4♦ cue bid. He also lacks the ♣A (by his failure to cue bid 4♣).  West cue bid 3♠ so he seems to have both black suit aces and good trumps. North probably has almost everything else, including ♣Q. I decided, rightly or wrongly, to sit back and wait for my ♣K. I cashed ♥A: -13 IMPS 

More Bridge Tips             How do you plan a hand when dummy appears? In the hand below you are playing teams of 4 so overtricks are a low consideration. You are  in 4♠ by West and ♥6 is led. 

West

        East            ♠ A K Q J 9
 
♠ 10 8 7    ♥ 4 3 2  
      ♥ A Q J      ♦ K 6 4              ♦ 7 3 2           ♣ A K               ♣ Q 4 3 2

The higher the level of the contract, the easier it is to plan. Should you count winners (easily ten here) or losers (potentially four if both red suit finesses fail)? Some players find this hard and need practical help.

In no-trumps counting winners tends to be vital. In  a suit contract, counting losers is  a better starting point My approach in a suit contract is to start with the hand with the longer trumps, in this case West. If both hands have equal length in trumps then I start with the stronger hand. Then I  try to pair up losers in my ‘main’ hand with spare winners in the other hand. West might have a heart loser (after taking into account the pairing with East’s hearts), and three diamonds. If I can pair a possible loser in the West hand with a certain winner in the East hand the contract is foolproof. Are the any spare winners in the East hand? Yes, the ♣Q. My contract is foolproof provided I can pair up ♣Q with a losing diamond. Do I have the entry to take advantage of this? It needs to be a quick entry because if they gain the lead a diamond lead through the ♦K might leave my ♣Q redundant Yes, my entry is the ♠10. 

Now my planning is complete. Win ♥A, cash ♠A K, unblock ♣A K, overtake ♠9 with ♠10 (hopefully leaving no trumps outstanding), discard ♦2 on ♣Q and then drive out ♥K.

At the table too many declarers finessed a heart at trick 1 and lost the first 4 tricks.

	
	( 

( 

( 

( 
	

	( 

( 

( 

( 
	Board :  Dealer: 

Vul:
	(  

( - 

( 

( 


	
	( 

( 

( 

( 
	


	
	( 

( 

( 

( 
	

	( 

( 

( 

( 
	Board :  Dealer: 

Vul:
	(  

( - 

( 

( 

	
	( 

( 

( 

( 
	














Page 2
Contributions welcome - to Andrew Kambites 01453 762258  aj@kambohome.freeserve.co.uk
Check out the GCBA web site at http://www.gcba.org.uk/

