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GCBA Programme

More information has now emerged about what was mistakenly labelled the Winter Pairs in previous newsletters and is really the Premier Pairs.

The competition runs over 5 Mondays (two done) and you must play at least three times to win. There is a weird system of 50% scores added in, depending on how often you play, and the top 14 pairs qualify for a special all-play-all final on Monday 9th April. 

Mondays in February run to the pattern of -

· 5th: Premier Pairs

· 12th: Premier Pairs

· 19th: Swiss Teams

· 26th: League

Dates to note are

· Sunday 11th February  - County Pairs Final - you should know if you have qualified! The final starts at 1415 hrs.

· Sunday 18th February - Ace of Clubs Final - again you should know if you have qualified, and again it starts at 1415 hrs.

· The National Mixed Pairs (the Portland Pairs) comes to Cheltenham again this year on 17th-18th March. This is a green point pairs over three sessions, and entry forms - available in Cheltenham Bridge Club -  need to be sent in by 5th March.

National Events 

In the National Swiss Teams Congress in Leeds, the best from the county was Ben Handley-Pritchard in a  team which came =10th, followed by Roger Jackson pairing up with Graham Sadie in a team which came =16th,  but a full county foursome came just behind that on =19th slot (Noel Downes, Tony Hill, Chris & Juanita Philp).

In the National Mens Pairs and National Womens Pairs the best county shows were, respectively, Keith Stanley & Bill Townsend 13th of 75, and Vanessa Allinson & Lesley Harrison 34th of 94.

GCBA Results 

In the fourth round of the Inter Club Knock-Out we have only two teams left. Cheltenham C have to play against Moseley (who earlier beat Cheltenham A by 3 imps), and Chalford Hill have to play against Bristol.

In Crockfords we have to announce the sad departure of the team of Kane & Shields, Rookwood & Rue who lost  by 8 imps to a team of Welsh internationals. On the other hand Paul Denning's team had little trouble in disposing of their opposition by over 40 imps and now play David Jones of Warwick (a team with a number of seasoned internationals) 

In the Hubert Phillips, the Lesley Harrison team (Paul Denning, Chris Philp, Patrick Shields) lost heavily to last year's winners in the quarter-finals.

In the 2001 Gold Cup, a number of Gloucestershire teams won their first round matches and are playing round two this month.

The County No-Fear Pairs, was won by KA Rahim & Mrs V Rahim with an excellent 64.5%. In second place were Ann Christie & Jean Dobell, and in third were Mrs & Mrs C Braunholtz. 

Do tell me more results!!

Swiss Teams

After ten matches the team of Joe & Wendy Angseesing & Graham Sadie & Peter Waggett has generated a clear lead with 144 VPs and are assured of a place in the final. In second place is Noel Downes & Chris Philp, Tony Hill & Juanita Philp (on 127 VPs) and they are followed by a bunch of teams (Harrison, Constable, Atthey, Stanley) all in the 119-117 VP range. Scores over 140 VPs after twelve matches usually qualify for the final.

The leading team gained 12 surprising imps on this disaster in their ninth match. Over a third in hand weak 2( opener, North held


( ---

( AK98xx

( AK

( ATxxx

and found a bid of 4( which duly ended the auction. This made 13 tricks for +710 when partner turned up with 


( xxxx

( Q

( T9xx

( KQ9x

Not a good result. However, the experts in the other room were faced with a Sadie-style 3S pre-empt. North chose a takeout double and South chose a pass! The result was +100 to North-South and the grand slam missed by the first pair turned from a 17 imp loss to a 12 imp gain.

I presume all readers would have done better against either opening bid!

League

After five rounds of the League, the top three teams in Division One have moved ahead of the field with Denning now on 100 VPs (from a  possible 120 VPs) Stanley on 90 VPs and Angseesing (J) on 88 VPs. 

In Division Two the team of Geoff Hardy, Barbara Janes, Cynthia Moore, Geoff Paterson have 93 VPs against a second placed 64. In Division Three the team of Daphne Croning, Daphne Hogarth, Ron Powis, Gill Weaver are leading but only 4 VPs ahead of second.

The leaders in Division One were fortunate to gain from this comedy of errors. Playing in 6(, West got a trump lead won by the queen, and ran the (K, ditching a cub. Despite the position of the ace, that held!


( KJ974

( 84

(A654

( K5


( AT6532

( AKJ73

( ---

( 86
Dealer S

Vul : Both
( 8

( QT6

( KQJ873

( A93


( Q

( 952

( T92

( QJT742


Now switching attention to spades provides the best odds but declarer continue with (Q which lost, and won the (K return with dummy's ace..

He next ruffed a diamond, not realising that four diamond winners would only bring him to 11 tricks! If he had continued with the top diamonds, the very fortunate position in that suit and the even trump break would have given him 12 tricks, and made his team 22 imps better off!

Premier Pairs

After two sessions the clear leaders are John Rookwood & Patrick Shields, following a massive 70% score in the second session. Of those who have also played two sessions, the next best are Joe Angseesing & Tony Hill, and then Geoff & Joan Peel.

One of the strangest bidding sequences occurred on this hand in the last session

( A

( AKQxx

( x

( AKTxxx
( xxx

( Jxxx

( Qx

( 9xxx

The choice was between opening 1( and 2( and of course East passed the 1( opening. Fortunately for all, South's hand was suitable for re-opening - either with a double or a 1( bid.

West quickly re-assessed and bid 4(. East, although a bit bemused by this, managed to pass. (Conversion back to 5( might well have led to the slam being bid)

Where West chose 2(, they had a better chance. After a negative 2( and a 3( rebid, the spotlight fell on East. When he chose 3NT, West's 4( usually closed the auction - but if East was just to support partner with a 4( response, then it's very easy for West to bid the slam.

In practice, the board was played 17 times and only 3 pairs bid a slam (clubs twice and hearts once). The tale of how someone stopped in 4( will have to wait for the next newsletter.

Junior and Seniors Successes


Early in January Keith Stanley (partnering Bill Townsend with whom he represented England in the World Seniors) and Derek Rue (playing for the first time with Tony Sowter) won their first match in the play-offs for the English Senior team. The winners of their next match in March will represent England in the European Championships in Tenerife in June. 


Meanwhile, John Atthey and Ben Handley-Pritchard played in the English team in the Under-20s Peggy Bayer and easily beat the other home countries.
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Contributions welcome - to Patrick Shields, patrick@shields.demon.co.uk

Check out the GCBA web site at http://www.shields.demon.co.uk/gcba/

