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Programme


Starting the second month of the new year we have 

· Mon 4th : Winter Pairs

· Mon 11th : League

· Mon 18th : Swiss Teams

· Mon 25th : Winter Pairs

The Winter Pairs will be a four session event over February & March, with a random draw for positions each evening. The event will be match-pointed across the field and the best average amongst those who play 3 or 4 sessions will be the Winter Pairs winners.

There will also be a handicap (0 to 7.5%) applied in the Winter Pairs - based on scores in pairs events in 2001. There will be a scratch and handicap winner for this event.

Also in February the County Pairs final (9th), the Ace of Clubs final (16th) and the penultimate Dawes / Porter match against Nottinghamshire.

County Individual

The clear winner this year was Joe Angseesing, with Val Constable & Nigel Hayman in joint second place. If you have any thoughts about individual events - timing, systems etc please let someone on the committee know as we are considering how it might improve next year.

County Knock-out

The semi-finals will be 

· Constable v Rue
· AngseesingJ v AN Other


Swiss Pairs

This competition has now completed for the year. There were 49 pairs competed at different time with ~40 turning up each evening. For the first three sessions nobody failed to give notice about not turning up. We survived the last two sessions only after delays (and a few rematches); the CTD blames that stress for his mis-defence of this match 10 hand ;)
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Against 3(-doubled, he led (7 in response to his partner's overcall. Declarer went wrong by winning (A and playing (K to the ace. East now continued with (T and (3, ruffed. 

Declarer can now play three round of spades. To avoid giving entry to the top heart in dummy, East must play (Q. This has to run to the king and now a second diamond end-plays East again.

This time he has to lead a heart and the losing diamond is discarded from North and 3( doubled makes. He might avoid this by switching to diamonds after the heart ace; declarer has a counter to this but it's very difficult to spot.


GCBA Results

The leading qualifiers in the County Pairs semi-final were Noel Downes & Martin Kane, followed by Roy Collard & Mark Hearsey, equal with Richard Chamberlain & Andrew Kambites.

In Crockfords Cup the last remaining county team - Paul Denning & Adrian Thomas, Graham Cornell playing with Andrew Kambites - beat the strong Midlands team of Collings & Jones, Link & Green in the third round, by 26 imps.[The Sanis & Rookwood teams have survived round one of the Crockford's Plate - the consolation event]

In the Inter Club Knock-Out, there were four county teams playing in round 3: Cheltenham teams beat Chalford Hill and Swindon, while others lost to Menagerie from Oxford and to West Midlands

In the Swiss Pairs at the London Year End Congress, Ben Handley-Pritchard and Richard Probst came second to current English internationals David Burn & Brian Callaghan.

In the Clubs League, the leaders are

- Div 1: Stroud A

- Div 2: Dowty

- Div 3: Stroud H and Four Js

- Div 4: Twinning

- Div 5: Tewkesbury

.

County League

Clear leaders have just emerged in Division One - Chamberlain, Denning, Kambites & Shields; following their 18-2 win over the 2nd placed Stanley team.

After playing each team once, the clear leaders in Division Two, undefeated with 88 VPs from a possible 100, are Pam Pearce, Geoff & Joan Peel, and Allan Sanis.

In Division Three the joint leaders are Roman Klis, Ken Nuttall, KA & Veronica Rahim, Roger Timmins; together with John Hayton, Anna McBean, Alison Pritchard & David Small.

Two TD rulings from the last league match had to go to an external referee for adjudication (all GCBA referees were too involved in the results). Both causes were action after a hesitation, and both are worth watching out for.

One was over a multi-2D, where hesitation then pass meant it was clear that opener had the weak and not the strong option. When the situation arose where fourth hand had to judge whether or not to bid, the laws insist that (s)he avoids an option suggested by the unauthorised information (the hesitation) and he had to choose to pass, and lost a lot of points.

The other was the illegal Hesitation Blackwood, in which asker signs off slowly after the response and responder then raises to a making slam. You should make up your mind what you'll do for each response before you ask for aces (or you restrict partner's options).


Swiss Teams

We've now played 10 of the 12 matches. Having made a grand slam on a finesse in each of the last 2 matches, the leaders are now Joe & Wendy Angseesing, Graham Sadie and Peter Waggett. There are 8 teams still within striking distance of the 4 places in the final.

This hand from the last session showed an unusual convention. 
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The first question is how to open the bidding with the South hand. On the losing trick count, it comes to 6 losers, but counting points only gets to 9 points. My vote goes for 1(, as partner will never expect as much playing strength for a pre-emptive bid.

After 1(, West overcalls 2(. Now what should North do? Clearly the issue is to play in 6( or 7(, but how can he find out which aces partner has? Blackwood might work - but what if South has the club ace? The answer is a mechanism known as "Exclusion Blackwood".

It works like this. An unused jump in the opponents' suit, asks for aces but says - don't count the ace in that suit. Here 5( does the job, and the response told North he was missing a vital ace and he settled for 6(.

Swiss Pairs

The final session of the Swiss Pairs saw fierce competition at the top, but in the end Paul Denning and Tony Hill came first with 208, beating Graham Sadie & Patrick Shields on a split tie (by winning the match between them some time back).

In third place was Roy Collard & Mark Hearsey, and equal fourth were Joe & Wendy Angseesing with their respective partners (Martin Kane & Peter Waggett).

The winners did an excellent job on this hand, a feat achieved by only two others
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South opened the bidding with 1( and most Wests overcalled with 1(. North now wants to show excellent club support and Tony Hill managed this with a splinter (shortage) bid of 3(.

This was excellent news to South as now he was rich in controls. East doubled the 3( bid to help partner with the lead (a doubtful venture given a shortage in dummy!) and it was easy for Paul & Tony to cue bid to the slam.

At another table an experienced North bid 2( over 1( and now when the bidding proceeded 2(-P-3(, he was really in trouble. His 4( was passed out for few match points.
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Contributions welcome - to Patrick Shields, patrick@shields.demon.co.uk

Check out the GCBA web site at http://www.gcba.org.uk/

