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Programme

This month offers -

· Monday 3rd  : Winter Pairs

· Monday 10th : League

· Monday 17th : Winter Pairs

· Monday 24th : Swiss Teams

Other dates for your diary

· Sunday 9th February is the County Pairs final.

· Sunday 16th February is the Ace of Clubs final.

The County had reserved Sunday 23rd February for a heat of the inter-club team-of-eight championship but as no entries have been received this will not now take place.


There will be a GCBA Clubs Secretaries Meeting on Sunday 2nd March, at Cheltenham Bridge Club followed by a  pairs game to which any clubs members are welcome.  Fee is £4 per pair to include tea.
Winter Pairs
The second session ( December 30) got a turn out of 29 pairs and the winners of that session were Heather Parker and Ruby Wissenden with a 67% score. That translates into 20-0 on the VP scale, a score also achieved by Don & Veronica Chidgey. 

Norah Allen produced a coup on this hand against the unlucky Ian Constable.

	
	( Q9764

( Q10

( 1097

( 865
	

	( A83

( KJ74

( Q643

( A9
	Board 2 Dealer : E

Vul : NS
	( KJ5

( A962

( AK52

( 104

	
	( 102

( 853

( J8

( KQJ732
	


Most people played in the easy 4( but Ian had stretched into 6(. (There were also a few unfortunately who couldn’t find the heart fit and played in 3NT)

In isolation the technically correct play in the heart suit is to start by finessing the jack, and if that loses, to cash the king next. Quite a lot of people started with the (A and most of them saw North drop the (10.

The results (a string of +480) suggest that most now played the king dropping the queen and this would have gained Ian a clear top. But on the (A, Norah dropped the (Q. The heart pips were now strong enough to pick up a 4-1 break, so Ian ran the (9 round to the ten and went one off!


GCBA Results

In the Inter Club Knock-Out (NICKO) we have two county teams through to round IV.  These are Chalford Hill and Cheltenham A. Oxford Bridge Club put out the second Cheltenham team.

Our last Hubert Phillips team – the Angseesings with John Atthey and Andrew Kambites lost by a mere 120 aggregate points to Goldenfields team from Manchester ( previous winners and one of the four remaining original  seeds).

The No Fear Pairs was won by Jane Rowley & Jean Jackson, just two points ahead of last year’s winners, Mrs A Bridgewater & Hussein Fatemian.

The County Knock-Out draw for the semi-finals is Shields v Angseesing(W), and Constable v Peel.


Swiss Pairs

After the fifth and final session, the runaway winners are Ian Constable & Alan Wearmouth (235),  followed by Graham Sadie & Patrick Shields (207).  Only one pair ever managed 8 boards above average in a single match – and that was Wendy Angseesing & Peter Waggett who came third.

This enormous hand produced some violently different results.

	
	( KJ10

( AQ9742

( 6

( 982
	

	( Q

( KJ1065

( 854 3

( Q73
	Board 7 Dealer : S

Vul : both
	( 9

( --- 

( AKJ1097

( AKJ1065

	
	( A8765432

( 83

( Q2

( 4
	


All Souths started with a spade pre-empt and if that was 3( then North raised to 4(. East now had an easy way to describe his hand – bidding 4NT shows a two-suiter. 

Most players play this as any two suits (it would be the minors over a 4( bid), so West naturally chose 5(, offering a choice of playing in either red suit. Some Norths diagnosed this as a making contract and continued with 5(, but East had no hesitation then in bidding 6(.

What happens next depends a lot on how much North-South trust the bidding of East-West. Against most pairs I’d defend if I held two aces, but here the only wining choice is to sacrifice.


Swiss Teams

After session five the Atthey & Kambites, Butland & Cornell team has moved back to the front, but only 2 VPs ahead of last year’s winners (Joe & Wendy Angseesing, Graham Sadie, Peter Waggett). Third place has Patrick Shields’ team on 125 and there are then the Swannell (114), Evans (114) and Rahim (111) teams chasing the fourth qualifying spot.

	
	( --- 

( A108432

( AK1094

( K3
	

	( AKQ1086

( QJ5

( 852

( 10
	Board 20 Dealer : W

Vul : both
	( J54

( K976

( J6

( 8542

	
	( 9732

( --- 

( Q73

( AQJ976
	


Few pairs handled this hand successfully. Obviously, West starts with 1( but then the bidding took many routes.

In the match at table one the choices over 1( were 2( at one table and 3( (the dreaded Ghestem, showing the red suits) at the other – over which South naturally chose 3(. At neither table was there any more bidding, so they both played a potential grand slam in a part score. 

The current leaders had difficulty with this too. While their opponents did bid a slam, they stopped in a part score. They got  two bids in, however, as it went 1(-2(-P-P, 2(-3(-end. 

If you have a convincing sequence, do pass it on!


League 5

The League resumed after a two month break at the end of January.  Teams in Divisions Two and Three have now played each other once and the leaders in Division Two are Peter Bird’s team (Vera Bird, Joan Cruwys, Tony Davey), while in Division Three is it Lesley Harrison’s squad who still dominate. 

This hand from the last match was tricky -

	
	( 1095

( 43

( 732

( AK842
	

	( QJ874

( KQ9

( 96

( Q76
	Board 13 Dealer N

Vul : both
	( K3

( J1085

( J1084

( J93

	
	( A62

( A762

( AKQ5

( 105
	


Playing in 3NT, South receives a spade lead. Making 3NT needs four club tricks, and declarer cannot afford to lose four tricks in the majors. So he ducks the first spade and wins the second.  But it’s not over then! Declarer must duck the first club to get four tricks in the suit. West can kill that concept completely by rising with the (Q on the first round.
Playing in 2NT, South again needs the club suit, but doesn’t  care if the spades break 5-2. If he ducks the first spade he could run into a heart switch from a 5-2 heart break (too many losers now) – so he must win the first spade and set about clubs before anyone touches hearts.

For those who managed to stop in 1NT, the hand wasn’t very interesting!

WINTER PAIRS HANDICAPS


These were first derived using scores achieved in  the 2001 Winter Pairs.  All handicaps are additional percentages; playing in accordance with your handicap will give the partnership an average score of 60%. After each event, scoring better than your handicap suggests earns you a change of a quarter of the difference (and your partner gets the same). 








LEBENSOHL


There are many variations of this useful convention. The simplest is used to allow


both forcing and non-forcing bids after opponents overcall your 1NT. In this, a bid at the 3-level is forcing and to compete but not force, the third hand must bid 2NT. This is no longer natural; it instructs 1NT opener to bid 3C after which the responder can name the contract. There are some truly marvellous opportunities for meanings of cue bids and cue bids following 2NT, which this margin is too narrow to contain. Another time!
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Contributions welcome - to Patrick Shields (01242-570710), ctd@gcba.org.uk

Check out the GCBA web site at http://www.gcba.org.uk/

