	GCBA NEWSLETTER

	MONDAY COMPETITIONS
	Season 2003-04
	Feb 04



Programme

The Monday Programme for February is:

· 2nd   Winter Pairs 3

·  9th   League 6

· 16th  Swiss Teams 6

· 23rd  Winter Pairs 4

Other dates for your diary:

Sun 8th Feb  County Pairs Final Sun 15th Feb Ace of Clubs Final Both of these at Cheltenham Bridge club at 2-15 pm.  

If any club wishes to challenge Cheltenham (inter club teams of eight) for a place in the Garden Cities Trophy the date will be Friday 21st Feb. Please tell Patrick Shields (01242 570710)

Bridge Stories

A French player was most put out when he heard that his favourite convention was not licenced. He called the director to protest. ‘It is against the constitution.’ he exclaimed. ‘We all have the right to liberty, equality, fraternity and the right to terrorise little old ladies with the multi.’

National Results.

For the fourth year in a row John Atthey played for the England Under 20 team in the Channel trophy (against Belgium, France and the Netherlands). John, who is now studying maths at Exeter University,  has twice won this trophy, but this time    it was won by the Netherlands.

Well done to Nora Allen and Ray Foulds who were in a team which came second in Staffordshire’s Coronation cup

The Gold Cup team of Judy Sanis, Ann Swannell, Peter Walker & Ray Foulds,pulled back from 48 IMPs down after 8 boards against a Welsh team to win by 8IMPs!
Mens/Ladies Pairs      In the hand below East opens 1(, South overcalls 2(, West raises to 2( ( 1( shows five) and South plays in 5(. West leads (K. How do you think South feels?
	
	( 9 4 2

( A T 9

( K 5 2

( K 7 4 3
	

	( K Q

( 876543

( T  7 3

( T 6
	Board :  Dealer: E

Vul:
	(  A 8 7 5 3

(  K J 2

( Q

(  J 8 5 3

	
	( J T 6

( Q

( A J 9 8 6 4

( A Q 9
	


South must avoid any feeling of disappointment because there is all to play for. If South had dropped  (6 the defence would have prevailed: East could have overtaken (Q continuation without risk and West would have ruffed the third spade. However South (well done Guy VanderGucht) had the presence of mind to drop (T, and  East (Graham Sadie) had a problem when West (Patrick Shields) continued with (Q. Overtaking would not be a good idea if South has started with (J T doubleton because dummy’s (9 would have been promoted into winning status. Graham allowed  (Q to hold, and subsequently declarer made 5( by cashing (A, running diamonds and squeezing East in black suits.  

How sophisticated is your defence? I think that in the land of ultimate perfection, with (K Q 6 West should continue with (6 at trick 2! If East can argue that with (K Q 6 West would have played (6 at trick 2 then East would overtake West’s (Q and give him a ruff even if South dropped (10 under (K.. Well worth a brilliancy prize if done for the right reason! 

County Events       The county individual was won by  Graham Sadie.

The Swiss Pairs was won by Tony Hill & Paul Denning.

 The County Pairs was completed on Jan 10th when all those present for the semi final agreed to make it the final. It was won by Paul Denning and Patrick Shields.
A Tollemache Hand            If you can get the simple things right at bridge you will be a successful player. The following hand was played in 3( by South after West had made a takeout double of South’s third-in-hand 1( opening bid. West led (A.

	
	( A 2

( 8 7 4 3

( K J T 4

( Q 9 2
	

	( T 9 8 5

( A K

(A 8 65 3 

( K J
	Board :  Dealer: N

Vul:
	( K J 4 3 

( -6 3

( 9 2

( T 8 7 6 4

	
	( Q 7 6

( Q J T 9 5

( Q 7

( A 5 3
	


At this stage declarer couldn’t tell how things would develop. However he gave himself time for thought before playing a card and  noticed that he might need quick entries to dummy’s diamonds. He dropped (9 under (A and (10 under (K. Now West switched to (10. No problem now! Declarer took (A and led a diamond towards (Q. It held the trick and West took the second diamond but dummy’s (8 gave access to dummy’s two diamond winners. Not difficult: just careful!

Bridge Tips

How do you deal with this East hand after North pre-empts in diamonds at love all?
 (A J 7 6 5 3 (Q 9 (– (A Q J 5 3

In a match both players who held this hand did badly. At one table the opening was 5(. A double would have netted +300 but the choice of 5( led to –500. I don’t think this was unlucky. Although 5( could have proved a winner, it is a very unilateral bid and with poor trumps it begged for trouble.

At the second table the pre-empt was just 3(. A 3( overcall seemed normal. South competed with 4( and the bidding came round to East. The choice of 5( led to –1100 on a part-score hand.

5( really is a dreadful bid for two reasons. Firstly, the motivation is wrong: ‘If partner has a singleton spade and good clubs then 5( might be laydown’. True, but bitter experience of high-level competitive auctions has taught me that partner never does have exactly what you want. Still, it is hard to be totally damning of a bid that might have worked, so the second reason is stronger and very instructive. If you must compete further (and I certainly wouldn’t), then double (for takeout) is clearly better, in that  it leaves open more possibilities. How might the auction develop after a double?

West might pass, leaving 4( doubled as the destination.

West might bid 4(, one level lower than 5(.

West might bid 4(. Having limited his hand with 3( on the previous round East can then bid 4(, which clearly conveys the message of spades and clubs.

In a competitive auction, try to avoid unilateral action and choose the option which gives the greatest flexibility.

Understanding The  Lawbook
Your partner hesitates before taking action. That inevitably gives you a problem. Are you restricted  in your choice of action? 

1)  If your partner hesitates and then passes, he clearly has some values and will welcome some intervention from you. For example he dithers before passing an opponent’s 1NT. You simply cannot bid 2( on:

(A Q 8 6 5  (K 3  (8 4 3  (7 3 2

The fact that aggression is your natural style is not relevant.

2)  If your partner hesitates and then signs off he clearly is considering going on. An  example of this is:’ Hesitation Blackwood which we saw in  an earlier   newsletter.

3) If your partner hesitates and then makes a penalty double then he clearly would not be too unhappy if you removed it. Suppose partner hesitates before doubling 1NT in the auction below.

South  West  North  East     1(      1NT    Dbl     P             ?

South has Unauthorised information that North has a bare 9 points. If 1NT doubled would have made South wouldn’t get away with bidding 2( on :

(A Q 8 6 5   (9  (K Q 6 4 3  (J 5













