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Programme

The Monday Programme for February is:

· 6th  League

· 13th  Swiss Pairs

· 20th  Swiss Teams

· 27th  League

Other Dates:

Feb 5th  County Pairs Final

Feb 12th  Ace of Clubs Final

Feb 19th  Newent Bowl

Bridge Story

A highly intelligent  newcomer to bridge was asked for his summary of the game. He had already realised that bridge sponsorship (where hopefuls pay a professional to play with them) was common. His summary:

Bridge is game where tigers play against rabbits. The rabbits get fed up with being eaten by the tigers. The rabbits are desperate to play with the tigers and offer the tigers money to partner them.  The rabbits then paint themselves with yellow and black stripes and practice growling. The trouble is that nobody is scared’.

Midlands Counties League

The results against Derbyshire  were:

Dawes:       Won 16-4

Porter:       Won 15-5

Markham:  Won 19-1

Swiss Pairs hand

The hand below occurred in the December Swiss Pairs. There are a number of bids that I don’t approve of but it is the defence that is of interest. West led ♥Q: this held the trick and that was the end of defensive prospects. Looking at the hands double dummy it is clear that East needed to overtake the ♥Q and return a club before declarer could draw trumps and discard two clubs from dummy on his spades. Do you think that East should have found this defence without sight of all four hands?
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Firstly, it should strike East that South and West have done a lot of bidding on rather few points. It is inconceivable that West has 4 hearts and South 3: there is clearly more shape around that that, indeed it should not be particularly surprising to find the hearts 6-1.

Secondly, suppose there are two hearts to be  cashed. That in itself won’t beat the contract. A third defensive trick is needed. In the somewhat unlikely event that  West has a diamond or spade trick, the second heart trick can be cashed later. If declarer’s spades and diamonds have no losers at least one club trick is needed. Hearts can be played from either side of the table. It is quite likely that clubs need to be played through declarer.

Thirdly, the club position really isn’t too hard to divine. If West has the ♣A K he would surely have led one rather than a heart. If he doesn’t have the ♣A, on what grounds is he doubling 5♦?

This hand demonstrates clearly that good defence is about logic and rigorous calculation rather than about vague feelings. 

Swiss Teams

There was some interesting discussion about whether it is possible to bid the hand below to the laydown 7♥.
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3♠ is a splinter bid  showing a singleton (or void) spade, 4-card heart support and enough high cards to expect 4♥ to make.

4NT is Roman Key Card Blackwood.

5♦ shows 1 or 4 key cards.

The really interesting bid is 5NT which asks for specific kings. Partner is expected to cue-bid kings up-the-line at least until 6♥ is reached.

Why does East bother with 5NT? He knows he will not be able to find out enough to bid 7♥ himself,  and indeed if West bid 6♣ or 6♦ East intends to bid 6♥. However look at the information that 5NT gives to West.

Since 5NT is a grand slam try it must confirm that all the key cards are present. If East had wanted to know about the ♥Q he could have continues with 5♠ over 5♦, the next non-trump bid. The fact that East chose not to use this bid  indicates that he either has the ♥Q or he has enough hearts to know the ♥Q shouldn’t matter. West also knows that  East is still interested in a grand slam and must feel it may still be possible to bid it. West should ask himself what on earth East wants? If  West asks himself that question he can only conclude that he has got it: both minor suit kings and the ♣Q. West can confidently bid the grand slam on his own!

 National Results. Gloucestershire players did well in the Blackpool year end congress. John Atthey was 6th out of 133 pairs in the Swiss Pairs. Alan and Judy Sanis were 13th. They might have been higher but for a director's ruling. He ruled that Judy  had been misinformed but he could not adjust the score because of her 'Wild and Gambling action'. Judy felt flattered that a slim young director considered she was still capable of 'Wild and Gambling action!

Bridge Tips

You are in 4♠ by West on the hand below after the uninformative sequence: 1♠  P  2♠  P  4♠  P  P  P. North leads ♣6 to South’s ♣J. Plan the play.

♠ A K Q 5 3         ♠  J T 7 4  ♥ 6                       ♥  K Q J

♦ 8 6 4 2              ♦  J 5 3

♣ A K Q              ♣ 4 3 2

Do you think I am mad for even asking? Either they cash 3 diamonds when they come in with ♥A, or they don’t. However there is plenty you can do to make it hard for them.

Firstly which club do you play at trick 1? Look at the North hand.

♠ 9 6 2  ♥ A 7 5 2   ♦ A Q 9  ♣ 8 6 5

If you win with ♣Q it will be clear to North that you have ♣A K Q, hence he will almost have to hope for three diamond tricks. If you win the opening lead with ♣A North will not know the whereabouts of ♣K and Q and might try to put South in with a club. Generally speaking, as declarer you should win with the higher of touching honours.

 The second point is that you should immediately play a heart at trick 2. If you draw trumps you will give South an opportunity to make a signal.

North might well duck the first heart, hoping that South can make some useful suit preference signal to show what he has in the minor suits. By then it will be too late.  

Declarer has a huge advantage over the defenders. He can see his partner’s hand. A good declarers is aware that however hopeless the contract seems, the defensive fog that permeates the table does give him chances.












