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GCBA Programme

The first four months of the programme year are now complete, and with that a number of trophies have been decided. Well done to those winners and for the rest, there are plenty of chances to come. 

Mondays in January run to the pattern of -

· 1st: Individual

· 8th: Winter Pairs

· 15th: Swiss Teams

· 22nd: League

· 29th: League

A date to note is

· Wednesday 10th January at Cheltenham Bridge Club, there will be heats of the English National Pairs and (numbers permitting) the National Newcomers Pairs (limited to players with under 5000 local points on 1 Oct 00).

Duplicated Boards
The proposal was made recently to the GCBA Committee that it purchase a DUPLIMATE machine. This machine generates either random or pre-defined hands and deals them into duplicate boards.

It has been in use at EBU and elsewhere for some time now. The GCBA are pursuing purchase, and talking to the Cheltenham Bridge Club about it. In due course, we can look forward to duplicated boards in many more events. 

It takes the machine just 10 minutes to deal a full set of hands. Anyone who can do this faster could save the GCBA some money and time by volunteering now!

County KO

The qualifying round took place in  November and saw the disappearance of half of those who reached last year's final. Some of the first round matches have now taken place, including that between the teams led by Derek Rue and by Paul Denning. At half time it had all gone in Rue's direction and they were leading by 26 imps but the third set went 44-0 to Denning, who ran out the winners by 28 imps in the end.

In the other first round matches, Peter Bird (Tony Davey, Geoff & Joan Peel) and Albert Sproston (John Goodwin, Anne Swannell, Peter Walker) and Chris Philp (Noel Downes, Tony Hill, Juanita Philp) also emerged as winners.

GCBA Results 

The third round of the Inter Club Knock-Out is now underway. There are four teams from Gloucestershire still involved. The three remaining Cheltenham teams have to play against Bristol Bridge Club, the Menagerie from Oxford, and the West Midlands Bridge Club from Solihull. The team from Chalford Hill have already played and beaten Swindon in their third round match.

There are still two Gloucestershire teams in round three of the Crockfords Cup competition - those captained by Paul Denning and by John Rookwood. Their third round matches are against, respectively, the team of Welsh Internationals who beat the Constable team in the previous round, and against the strong Mike Bryant team from the Midlands. Both matches are to be played in the first half of January.

In the Hubert Phillips, the Lesley Harrison team is through to the last 8 teams and plays against last year's winners (a Manchester squad) on Saturday 13 Jan.

In the 2001 Gold Cup, two Gloucestershire teams have won their first round matches - well done to Wendy Angseesing & Steve Darke, Patrick Phair & Jim Simons and to Joe Angseesing & Graham Sadie, Tony Hill & Martin Kane.

Do tell me more results!!

Swiss Teams

In the fourth round the top two teams changed places, and in the lead now are Joe & Wendy Angseesing & Graham Sadie (with Jim Simons as substitute for Peter Waggett this time). They have 113 VPs from a possible 160 VPs, and are followed by the Constable team on 109 VPs, and - in equal third place on 102 VPs - the teams led by John Atthey and by  Chris Philp.

After another two evenings (four matches) the top four teams split off for the Winter Teams final. Last year's winners - currently only on 83½  VPs - still plan on a late surge, so the qualifying position remains unclear.

A new problem with the Asptro convention arose in the last match between two of the contenders. Holding
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our hero saw a 1NT bid on his left and his partner bid 2(. They play an Asptro 2( showing hearts and another, so he bid a confident 4(. After this was passed out, he realised that while the bidding reported was all correct, he had actually been dealer and opened 1( already!

So his partner's 2( bid was natural, and the 4( contract - a four-one fit - was passed out for a score of -400!

Yet another example of where all natural bidding would have proven to be a winner.

League

There was only one fourth round League match in December - the postponed match between the strong Denning and Stanley teams.

It was a low scoring match  only one double figure swing per set; three of these were in favour of Denning who ran out the winner by 36 imps for a 17-3 win.

The last set saw the biggest swing - a double game swing in favour of the winners - although no-one was really to blame ….


( 6

( J85

(QT754

( 8642


( AJ82

( 76

( J932

( AQT
Dealer S

Vul : Both
( KQ9753

( K

( 6

( KJ953


( T4

( AQT9432

( AK8

( 7


In both rooms South started with 1(; after pass-pass what should East do? He chose 2( and it proceeded 3(-4(-5(, and again he had a difficult choice. Andrew Kambites chose a pass and Richard Chamberlain sitting opposite continued with 5( which made.

In the other room the tempo was different, as North raised 1( to 2(. Again East bid 2( but now South bid 4(, and over West's inevitable 4(, South continued with 5(. It was clear for West to double this with such good defensive values - but it could not be beaten.

Winter Pairs

The first (qualifying) round took place in December. There are five sessions and the winners will be the best average over at least four sessions.

In the first round 30 pairs competed and the top placed pair were the long experienced Vanessa Allinson & John Cock, followed by the new pairing of John Rookwood & Patrick Shields.

For the next four sessions the Winter Pairs will play as two divisions, with those whose average is 50% or above playing in the higher division.

County Individual

The County Individual Championship was held on Monday 1st January.  There were 17 people turned out and the winner was Joe Angseesing. This was his first win in this event, following a win by Wendy Angseesing exactly ten years ago.

Joe scored 58.3% and in second place came Shela Hetherington with 56.1% and in third place was John Evans.

The winner of the last two years (Paul Denning) didn't turn out this year. The best by a previous winner was Val Constable in 6th position, the worst was a previous double-winner in 15th place! The best by a member of the current County first team was equal 16th!

Junior Successes


The younger element of Gloucestershire have been showing off their skills - in December four played in the under-20s team for the Channel Trophy, while Juanita Philps played in the under-25s team with Alex Hydes. The under-20s team was  John Atthey & Ben Handley-Pritchard, Reignolde Mahboubian-Jones & Greg Moss - all of whom learned bridge at school under guidance from Andrew Kambites, and are currently members of Chalford Hill Bridge Club.
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Contributions welcome - to Patrick Shields, patrick@shields.demon.co.uk

Check out the GCBA web site at http://www.shields.demon.co.uk/gcba/

