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Programme


Starting the new year we have 

· Mon 7th : Swiss Pairs

· Mon 14th : League

· Mon 21st : Swiss Teams

· Mon 28th : Swiss Pairs

As usual, please do let the organisers know if you are missing a session. The 4‑session Winter Pairs starts on the first Monday in February - time now to start fixing up partnerships.

Also in January are the County Individual (Jan 1st) and the semi-final of the County Pairs (Jan 6th).

Club Web Pages

We have now added the first club web page to the GCBA's web site. If you want to add information on your club to the internet, please supply details to Patrick Shields.

Bridge for Schoolchildren

The County committee are keen to promote youth bridge but it is difficult to get started. If anyone is involved with children (perhaps a teacher) who would be willing to help us get started, the County has a number of people willing to do the bulk of the work.

If you have children or grand-children of the right age group with any interest in this, please say as we are also considering the possibility of a Saturday morning event for children.


Tollemache Team

The team has now started its preparations for the final in February. Analysis of the efforts in the qualifying round revealed we only once doubled a making part-score and only once bid a slam missing two aces (actually 3 aces, but it still made!)

This hand (an opportunity for the opponents) was the prettiest of the weekend -


( A653

( 10973

( AJ852

( ---


( K97

( KQ82

( K10

( AQ106
Dealer : S

Vul : EW
( J42

( J4

( 94

( K98532


( Q108

( A65

( Q763

( J74


West opened 1( and North doubled (takeout); East raised to 3( and there it ended.

The lead was (9, won by the (Q. Declarer drew trumps and played a second heart. South won with the ace and played through a diamond.

Looking at the diamond holding in isolation the play of the ten can never gain a trick, and declarer duly played the king. North won, returned a diamond to South's queen and he in turn switched back to hearts. Declarer had to lose two spades for one off.

Back to that diamond position. Although the ten never gains a trick, on the bidding the ace is surely wrong. What happens if declarer plays small? North wins and can cash the ace but then what? He is end-played! Now 3( makes.
GCBA Results

In Crockfords. we now have one team in the main event (Denning's squad) and three teams in the new Crockford's Plate - for those knocked out in round one!

In the Hubert Phillips Mixed Teams competition our last team (Joe & Wendy Angseesing, John Atthey & Andrew Kambites) lost to the many times winners led by Brunner & Holland of Manchester.

In the Inter Club Knock-Out  no news this month.

The County Ladies Pairs, held in November, was won by Lindsay Geddes and Anne Swannell. The Mens Pairs was won by Joe Angseesing & Roger Jackson. Second prize in these events went to Val Constable & Barbara Janes, John Goodwin & Albert Sproston, respectively.

In the Juniors' fight for the Channel Trophy, John Atthey played with Ben Green representing England and was again successful.

In the Swiss Pairs at the Blackpool Year End Congress, Derek Rue & Allan Sanis managed to win the trophy with one round to go. Lucky for them that, as they scored 0-20 in the last match!

.

County League

The top two positions are now held by the Stanley and Denning teams. They have a game in hand (against each other) over the third and fourth teams.

[Correcting mistake from last month] The leaders in Division Two, with 72 VPs from a possible 80, are Pam Pearce, Geoff & Joan Peel, and Allan Sanis.

New leaders in Division Three are Roman Klis, Ken Nuttall, KA & Veronica Rahim, Roger Timmins.

This hand - board one - from the last league match proved a difficult bidding exercise.

( AK93

( QT52

( ---

( KQJ83

( QT87

( AK73

( T2

( T64

Paul Denning got to open the North hand  (on the left) with a phoney 1( and that keep the opposition quiet. All other tables started with 1(-1( and now South usually made a negative double.

The next hand was looking at 6 card support for partner and found a raise to 5( at a number of tables. This provoked North rather, and at least one bid 6( now.

Slam is fair but tricky. In 6( (the commonest suit chosen) a club ruff can beat it at trick two. If instead a diamond is led and ruffed, declarer must be careful to ruff the other diamond before drawing trumps and knocking out the (A. The only slam which cannot be beaten is the best slam - 6(.
Swiss Teams

All 24 teams turned again and it stays very close at the top. The joint leaders - who played each other in the last match - are John Atthey & Andrew Kambites, Martin Kane & Patrick Shields, together with Ian & Val Constable, John Goodwin & Lyn Hayes.

There was a tricky game in the last match  ....


( Q9

( K843

( 632

( 10932


( AJ643

( J92

( QJ107

( K
Board 16 Dealer W Vul : EW
( 10875

( AQ5

( AK94

( J6


( K2

( 1076

( 85

( AQ8754


Many got to stop in 4( but some were pushed to 5( when North-South bid 5(. The defence always starts with two top clubs at which point declarer is worried about a heart loser and one or two spade losers.

Roger Jackson showed the rest of the field the right approach. He cashed the spade ace and now played two diamonds before exiting with a second spade. 

If spades were 3-1 this gives a good chance of an end--play and for those in 5( it was vital. When South won (K, he had to give away a trick whatever he returned. 

But actually South could do better - if he drops the (K under the (A (surely no cost) North can win the second spade and has a diamond to play safely.

Swiss Pairs

No game in December.

Mens/Ladies Pairs

In a change from previous decades, the turnout at the Mens Pairs far outnumbered the  Ladies. There were lots of swings in favour of and against the winners. This hand was awkward for many ...


( K4

( KJ764

( KQ1087

( 10


( AJT9876

( 2

( A5

( AKQ
Board 23 Dealer : S

Vul : all
( Q532

( Q98

( J432

( J7


( ---

( A1053

( 96

( 9865432


West always played the hand in spades but on one occasion the bidding had gone 1( - 2((Michaels)-3(-5( so West felt forced into bidding 5(.

After the (K lead, the defence must be careful. Declarer should win and play a second diamond back. North must not lead a third diamond (even though  he knows South has no more), since that gives a heart discard on (J. [If South doesn't signal a doubleton diamond, North might get the message]

One declarer won trick one and - since it was a pairs game - tried top clubs, aiming to get to dummy to take a spade finesse. The second club was ruffed, the (K and (A cashed, and now came a third club and North made a trick with the bare (K, putting 4( one off! Unlucky, Noel! 
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Contributions welcome - to Patrick Shields, patrick@shields.demon.co.uk

Check out the GCBA web site at http://www.gcba.org.uk/

