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Programme

This month starts with the once-a-year County Individual on Monday 6th January, followed by 

· Monday 13th  : Swiss Pairs

· Monday 20th : Swiss Teams

· Monday 27th : League

For the individual, we will have reserves available and anyone can just turn up and play.  For the Swiss Pairs and Teams, do let Patrick Shields know if you are not turning up, or if you are turning up for the first time.

Other dates for your diary

· Sunday 12th January is the semi-final of the County Pairs, for all those who have qualified.

· Sunday 19th January is the No Fear Pairs.


· Sunday 9th February is the County Pairs final.

· Sunday 16th February is the Ace of Clubs final.

The County has reserved Sunday 23rd February for a heat of the club team-of-8 championship.  In recent years a heat has not been held (and the Cheltenham BC has progressed to the Garden Cities Regional Final)  but if any other club wants to compete for that honour, they are welcome to do so, and must tell Patrick Shields before the 23rd of January. 


Some New Year Tips

In the preparation for their attempts to win the Counties Championship, your county team members were asked to put together some tips for each other. These are some of what they came up with –

· Against pre-empts and slams lead K from AK. Why? Because in both these situations you are likely to lead an unsupported ace, and when you do that you need an attitude signal from partner. When you have the ace and king, you need a count signal – so lead ace for attitude, king for count.

· If you have to return a card from a high sequence for partner to ruff, make Q/10 a McKenney for the higher suit, J for the lower suit. Do you need this? Say partner leads a singleton to your AQJxxx or AJTxxx, dummy has a small doubleton and declarer the rest. In neither case can you afford to lead back small or partner ruffs declarer’s loser. If you return the jack, partner needs to know whether it is low from the AQJ holding, or high from the AJT holding.

· In a cramped, competitive auction, 4NT should not be Blackwood, but show two places to play. Why? Because when the auction is cramped your first priority is finding the right fit, and only after that should you worry about the level.


GCBA Results

In the Inter Club Knock-Out (NICKO) one of the remaining five teams has lost its match but others have still to play  their 3rd round matches.

In the Hubert Phillips ,we have one team – the Angseesings with John Atthey and Andrew Kambites (and substitute Patrick Shields) – now in the last 16 nationally. In the next round they have to play the Goldenfields team from Manchester( previous winners and one of the four remaining original  seeds).

In Crockfords Cup some have progressed and some have fallen. The Welsh team with Paul Denning and Patrick Shields reached round 4 by beating the seeded Baker team from Southampton.

In the English  Ladies Teams Championship, Lyn Hayes played in the losing team in the final, and Judy Sanis and Anne Swannell were in the team which came second in the consolation Swiss Teams.

Martin Kane (currently in the southern hemisphere on a world tour) came second in Bridge Magazine’s annual bidding competition, only one point behind the winner. Joe Angseesing came sixth.


Swiss Pairs

After four sessions the top three places are held by the same players – although their scores have spread out rather. Well ahead are Ian Constable & Alan Wearmouth (189),  followed by Graham Sadie & Patrick Shields (169) and then David Atthey & Andrew Kambites (144). But the last have been joined by Paul Denning and Tony Hill on the same score.

This hand was bid successfully by most people, but sometime that included a little guesswork.
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It usually started with East opening 2NT and immediately West’s eyes are set on a slam. However since the pair are missing 9-11 points, they could even have three quick losers.

The most common choice was to transfer into 3( and continue with 4(. Now preference to 4( and cue bids of 5( and 5( would leave West to gamble on the diamonds when (s)he bid the slam.

Sometimes East – recognising a very good hand – broke the 3( transfer, bidding 4( as a cue bid agreeing spades. The best continuation seems to be 5(-5( but then the same guess remains. If you did better, do tell us how!


Swiss Teams

After four sessions last year’s winners – Joe & Wendy Angseesing, Graham Sadie, Peter Waggett – are back in the lead. Teams led by Anne Swannell and by Andrew Kambites lie in equal second place, and the fourth qualifying place is currently held by Steve Evans’ team.

The down side of the multi-2( came out on this hand from the last session ….
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One South – despite decent defensive values and a fit for hearts - chose to open 2( showing a weak two bid in an unspecified major. West had little choice but double since the hand wasn’t suitable for any particular overcall. 

East chose to respond with an invitational 3( and West was end-played into bidding 3NT. Spotlight on North now – best here to lead partner’s suit, so out came the ten of hearts! Not best today! It would never happen playing weak twos, we note.

It was rather more common to play 4( from the West seat, and in actual fact, most leads from North helped declarer – but not enough to beat the +660 which 3NT achieved.


Winter Pairs

The first session of the Winter Pairs was won by Tony Bullen & Steve Sasanow (scratch) and by Megan Davis & Margaret Sykes (handicap).

More players failed in defence than succeeded on this hand from the first session  …

	
	( J85

( K10763

( 96

( J65
	

	( Q642

( QJ85

( 102

( 974
	Board 21 Dealer N

Vul : NS
	( A1093

( A942

( QJ

( A82

	
	( K7

( --- 

( AK87543

( KQ103
	


South played in diamonds at seven tables and the usual lead (whether East opened 1( or 1NT) was the (Q. Declarer ruffs this and drew trumps in two rounds, before attacking clubs by leading the (K from hand.

Most Easts pounced on this trick, but that let declarer reach dummy with the (J and lead up to the spade king. A total of 5 of the 7 declarers emerged with 11 tricks.

The club king cannot be a singleton unless declarer has a hidden 5-card spade suit and partner’s failure to lead a singleton spade almost rules that out. Clearly East should duck. After winning the third club he can safely play out a heart and declarer has to lead away from the king of spades.

But next time – will South succeed by leading out the (K after drawing trumps, and having that ducked?
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The news page on the County web site has, since it started counting almost two years ago, received 2400 hits. Have  you ever looked at it?








NO FEAR PAIRS


All players below Nataional Master welcome. GCBA membership not required!
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Contributions welcome - to Patrick Shields (01242-570710), ctd@gcba.org.uk

Check out the GCBA web site at http://www.gcba.org.uk/

