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Programme    
The Monday Programme for January is:

· 5th    Individual

· 12th  Swiss Pairs 5 

· 19th  Swiss Teams 5

· 26th  League 5 

Other dates for your diary

· Sun 11th Jan at 2.15 at Cheltenham Bridge Club. County pairs semi final. If you came in the top 50% of your club qualifying heat you have qualified

· Sunday 18th Jan at 2-15 at Cheltenham Bridge Club. No Fear Cup. Restricted to players below the rank of National Master

For both of these events Patrick Shields (01242 570710) will need to know well in advance if you are coming so that catering can be planned. 

Bridge Stories

Expert was pestered by hubby who  produced a 4-2-3-4 hand (4-4 in blacks) and 16 points.

Hubby: ‘What would you open with this hand?’

Expert: ‘I (’

Hubby:  ‘Now hold on. Why not 1(? Keep the bidding low’.

Expert; (rather bored): ‘OK. 1( if you insist’.

Hubby: ‘ Partner responds 1(. What do you bid now?’

Expert: ‘1(.’

Hubby: ‘Why not 1NT? You have 16 points and a balanced hand, don’t you?’

Expert: (even  more bored) ‘OK 1NT’

Hubby; ‘Right. Now partner raises to 2NT. What now?’

Expert: (weakly) ‘3(?’

Hubby: But surely you and partner are both balanced so why tell them what not to lead?

Expert: (giving up the unequal struggle)  ‘OK 3NT’

Hubby: (with a sigh) ‘I thought so. You  would bid just like I did. 3NT is one off but 4( is cold. Would you believe that my wife had the cheek to criticise my bidding?

GCBA Results

The Leonard Cup was won by Alliette Sladen & Hussein Fatemian.

The Mens Pairs was won by Roman Klis & Jeff Watson.

The Ladies Pairs was won by Anne Swannell & Wendy Angseesing

Knockout

The knockout qualifying  heat produced one hand where logical thinking leads to a successful opening lead..

South  West  North  East

1(       P        1(      P

2(       P        2(      P

4(       P 
  6(      End

2( was fourth-suit-forcing. What would you lead from:

( K T 6 3  ( T 8  ( Q J 8  ( J  8 4 3        

South clearly has 11 minor suit cards. He is probably in a 6-3 club fit, in which case the trump position will be a disappointment to him but if he has a 5-2 diamond fit the 3-3 break will be good news. Of course he might have such overwhelming strength that 6( makes by brute force, however he won’t ruff the diamonds good without losing a trump trick. You probably cannot affect the position in the minor suits so you need to focus your attention on cashing anything that might be going for you in the major suits, ie. partner’s major suit ace. The questioning this: Bearing in mind declarer has just two major-suit cards is declarer more  likely to discard a heart on dummy’s spades or a spade on dummy’s hearts?

Superficially a spade lead, the unbid suit, seems right, and I am not put off this idea by any silly reluctance to underlead a king against a slam. The reason for not leading a spade is that dummy surely has the (A, after all he would hardly jump to 6( with two losers in the unbid suit. In that case the only avoidable danger is that a heart might be discarded on a spade . A heart lead is correct. Dummy has (A Q 9 5, opposite declarer’s spade void, allowing  two heart discards if you misguidedly led a spade. Partner has (A.
League

Richard Chamberlain had to play     (  J 6 5      opposite

         ( A 9 8 7 3     for two losers. There are a number of safety plays, depending on which defender you think might have four spades but he found the most pleasing. He led (5 and when the next hand played (4 he contributed  (3 from his hand. Fourth hand followed helplessly with (2! If (5 had lost to (10 he would have run (J. The important thing is that his (A takes out one of the missing honours.

.National News

In the Tollemache (inter-counties teams of  eight)  the Gloucestershire team has qualified for the eight team final in February 2004. Anne Swannell (scorer) and Judy Sanis (captain) ably kept ten idiosyncratic and egocentric males under control

Well done  Anne Swannell, Gloucestershire’s first lady grandmaster, and good luck as she tries to keep partner, Peter Walker honest. I can’t manage it on the tennis court! Her versatility knows no bounds. In her youth she once played a fairy in Iolanthe!

Midland Counties League

Against Derbyshire:

Dawes (1st):       Won 20-0

Porter  (2nd):         Won 17-3

Markham (3rd):  Lost 4-16

Against Leicestershire:

Dawes (1st):      Won 20-0  

Porter  (2nd):         Lost 2-18

Markham (3rd):   Lost 4-16   

A Nicko Hand

It would be difficult to dispute that Paul Denning’s  contribution to the best ever Welsh team has made him the most successful Gloucestershire player in recent years. His style is not flamboyant, merely careful, consistent and with fine technique. Look at this hand: 
	
	( K T 

( A T 5 4

( K J 9

(  K 6 4 3
	

	( 8 7 6

( Q 9

(QT865

( J 9 8
	Board :  Dealer:N 

Vul:
	( A Q 9 5 4

( 2

( A 7 3 2

( A Q T 

	
	( J 3 2

( K J 8763

( 4

( 7 5 2
	


South  West  North  East

                   1NT     Dbl

2(       P        P         2(
P          P       3(        P

P          P

West led the (7. East took the (A Q and played a third spade, won by  (J. Paul realised he needed Wes to hold both the (Q and (10. He drew trumps and led a diamond to (9. When East took (A he was endplayed, but Paul was prepared for East to duck (9. He would have ruffed (J, entered dummy with a trump and thrown a losing club on dummy’s (K. East could postpone the fatal moment of his endplay by ducking (9, but the relief would only have been temporary. 

Understanding The  Lawbook
Law 16 states that a player may not choose from among  logical alternatives one that could have been demonstrably suggested over another by the extraneous information. In the eyes of some players that means that if one opponent hesitates then the other will not be allowed to make a successful decision. That is simply not correct. 

Firstly a player is allowed to take an ‘obvious’, action, perhaps an action that 70% of the field would take.

Secondly, there must be some link between the unauthorised information (UI) and the action taken. Often in a complicated auction it is clear that partner has a problem, but it is in no way clear what the problem is. For example what does South know after North’s hesitation before bidding 4( in this auction?:

South   West   North                  1(       4 (      4 ( (hesitation)    

North clearly isn’t totally happy with 4( but that could be because he isn’t strong enough, or is too strong, or he only has three spades. South has UI but it may well not be useful UI. If East bids 5( and South makes a successful double then East/West should not automatically assume they will get an adjusted score.

Next month I will look at common situations when you do have useful UI and must strive to avoid taking advantage.













