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Programme

The Monday Programme for January is:

· 2nd  Individual

· 9th  Swiss Pairs

· 16th  Swiss Teams

· 23rd  January Pairs 1

· 30th  January Pairs 2

Other Dates:

Jan 15th:  No Fear Cup

Bridge Story

In a European championship an English defender led a low heart from his hand towards dummy’s ♥K J 9.  He called for the knave. The  French defender thought he had called for the neuf (French for 9) and holding ♥A Q 10 he played the ♥10. English may be the official spoken language but the TD sensibly ruled that foreigners cannot be expected to understand English jargon

Midlands Counties League

The results against Oxfordshire  were:

Dawes:       Won 14-6

Porter:        Drawn 10-10

Markham:  Won 13-7

Against Leicestershire:

Dawes: Lost 1-19

Porter:  Won 15-5

Markham: Lost 1-19

National Results & news

Gloucester’s Tollemache  team  have qualified for February’s final. They started disastrously, losing to the Channel Islands by 17-3 but won every other match except to the London team, to finish 2nd in their group

John Atthey, has won the Under 25 trials with Chris Owen and they have been selected for both the Junior Camrose and Channel Trophy. Greg Moss, playing with Mike Bell, is first reserve for both tournaments 

GCBA results

The Leonard Cup was won by Hussein Fatemian and Alliette Sladen.

Steve Darke

Steve Darke died at home on November 10th at the age of 46.   After playing at Oxford University Bridge Club, he played at the Cheltenham Bridge Club in both club and county competitions for over 20 years. He will be remembered as a man who was great fun to partner, and who, despite his obvious bridge talents, would never belittle his opponents. 

Steve’s County successes included the County Pairs Championship and the Swiss Pairs; he also enjoyed success at Congress events and he was a regular member of the successful Porter team of the last few years.   He also served as a GCBA committee member. Our condolences go to Steve’s family and friends.

League Hand

On the third league evening Richard Chamberlain with the West cards found an excellent defence to beat 4♠ by North

	
	( A J T 754

( A 5 3

( A 7

( K 6
	

	( 9 2

( T 9 8

( K 9 643 

( J 9 2
	Board :  Dealer: 

Vul:
	( Q 8

( K J 2 

(Q T 8 5 

(A Q T 8

	
	( K 6 3

( Q 7 6 4

( J 2

( 7 5 4 3
	


Firstly see how ordinary defence fares. East leads ♦5 and West’s ♦K is taken by North’s ♦A. Declarer then draws trumps in two rounds, cashes ♥A and leads a heart towards dummy’s ♥Q. How ever much East might try to unblock hearts in order to give West an entry, declarer cannot be prevented from discarding a club on the fourth heart. 

Richard did much better. I led the ♦5 and Richard put in the ♦9. Now his ♦K is an entry. The ♦9 is a brave but risky play. He knows I have the ♦Q because we lead second best from bad suits, so he is risking losing the ♦9 to declarer’s ♦10. However it shows full appreciation of the fact the dummy’s hearts are dangerous and that the objective is to beat the contract.

The next question is this. If declarer had put up the ♦J at trick 1, taking Richard’s ♦K with his ♦A, would I have had the courage to subsequently underlead my ♦Q 10 over to his ♦9. No doubt Richard Butland will claim with a straight face that we should be playing Smith Peters to show key nines.

Finally, why did so many declarers in 4♠ finesse  ♠J and lose to doubleton ♠Q? Admittedly East’s takeout double of 1♠ suggests he might have a singleton, but it is a play that does not consider the context of the spade suit in the whole hand. Declarer needs spades 2-2 so that he can use the ♠6 as an entry to the fourth heart.

Hand from Seniors’ final

The hand above was played in 4♥.by North . How many tricks should declarer make? It is duplicate pairs so overtricks are vital.

	
	( A 9 8

( T  9 7 5

( A J T

( A 6 5
	

	( T 9 7 5

( -

( 9 5 3 2

( K J 9 32
	Board :  Dealer: 

Vul:
	(  4 3 2

( A Q 8 6

( 8 6 4

( Q 7 4

	
	( K Q T

( K J 4 3 2

( K Q 7

( T 8
	


Assume  declarer ducks the first club and wins the second. He then leads ♥9. 

If East fails to cover then declarer runs ♥9 and 11 tricks are easy.

If East covers with ♥Q dummy’s ♥K wins. It might seem as though East has 2 guaranteed trump tricks but one disappears by magic. Declarer cashes his six winners in diamonds and spades, ending in his hand. He now ruffs a club, leaving the following trump position.

T 7 5                                            ……………A 8 6                  J 4 3

A trump is led to North’s ♥T. If East takes ♥A he is endplayed. If East ducks then a trump is led to ♥J. 11 tricks.

So is declarer always able to make 11 tricks? Not if East covers ♥9 with his ♥A and exits passively. Now there is no endplay.

Bridge Tips

If you play in a high level contract then you should have had enough time during the auction to avoid playing in a poor 4-3 fit. However if the auction dies quickly then you may have a silly trump fit. The classic case comes when you open 1♥ with a balanced 18 points, ♥ Q 6 4 3 being your only 4-card suit. Partner passes with 2 points and a small doubleton heart. You cannot draw trumps, neither can you get to dummy to take finesses. How do you play diagram (d) in 1♥ by West on the lead of the ♣Q? 

♠ A Q 2


♠ 6 4 3

♥ Q 6 4 3

♥ 9 2

♦ K 9 4


♦ Q 8 7 3

♣ A K 6

♣ 7 5 4 3

The important thing to realise is that there is nothing constructive you can do. The best approach is to get off lead and hope the defenders are kind to you. I would win the ♣A, cash the ♣K and exit with a club. The point of this is that low level contracts are very difficult to defend against. Suppose North wins the 3rd club. If clubs were 3-3 he won’t necessarily know what to do next. Even if they were 4-2 and North continues with the 4th  club, you can discard a spade from your hand, leaving North on lead.

In real life declarers who find themselves playing a contract like this tend to be overwhelmed by the task facing them. They dither for ages, aware that they should be planning, but unaware how to even start the process. It might help to realise that nobody can plan a hand like this, and it is pointless  torturing yourself mentally.













