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Bridge in Tenerife

While the summer competitions continued in Cheltenham, three of our number were off in Tenerife playing in the European Championships. The prize for success - a trip to the world championships in Bali later in the year.

Paul Denning, playing with Adrian Thomas (his partner in last year's County team), were the mainstays of the Welsh national team. They started with some easy matches and for most of the competition they were ahead of England (whom they beat) and Scotland (to whom they lost). 

Wales had to play against each of the other 34 countries competing and Paul played a total of 480 boards. But in the end Wales finished 2/3rds of the way down the table - still very good for a country the size of Wales.

Derek Rue (playing with Tony Sowter) and Keith Stanley (playing with Bill Townsend) played in the England-2 team in the Seniors championship. They started very slowly but improved a lot and finished in fifth place. They were ahead of the England-1 team and one place higher would have earned them a visit to Bali. Butler imps scores were calculated using all the tables in play, and on that count Derek & Tony produced one of the best average imp scores. 


Tollemache Selection

There have now been four sessions in which pairs intent on playing in the County team have been competing. The leading pairs are  Graham Sadie & Keith Stanley with +48 imps, and Joe Angseesing & Roger Jackson with +39 imps.

Andrew Kambites & Richard Chamberlain combined well on this hand to extract the maximum. East opened 1( and Andrew overcalled 2(. When East-West subsequently settled in 5(, South doubled.

	
	( 5

( AJT643

( JT64

( 96
	

	( K7642

( KQ7

( KQ

( 432
	Board 14 Dealer E

Vul : none
	( AQJ9

( 5

( A987532

( 5

	
	( T83

( 982

( ---

( AKQJT87
	


Richard Chamberlain, as North, recognised that this wasn't a double on power, but a variant on the Lightener slam double - here asking for an unusual lead. So he led a diamond which was ruffed. After (A, (A and another ruff the contract was two off.

Curiously the defence didn't need to be quite to sharp - one North led the (9 in similar circumstances and when it held,  then worked out what to do! What's worse still is that just leading clubs will hold declarer to nine tricks in spades! Curious game this.


GCBA Results

In the Corwen Trophy (County Pairs top three) Tony Hill & Graham Sadie scored 53.9% to come 22nd of the 107 competing, and the Constables came 26th.

In the Pachabo Trophy (County Knock-Out winners) our team came just below average.

In the Swiss Teams at Hereford (16 Jun) the team of Steve Evans, Pam Pearce, Allan & Judy Sanis came 6th out of 53 teams, and the team of Norah Allen, Ray Foulds, Alex Selsby & Anne Swannell came 11th.

In the Garden Cities final, the team representing Cheltenham was second 1VP behind the winners. Another two imps in the last match would have won it for Richard Chamberlain & Chris Kinloch, Tony Hill & Graham Sadie, Martin Kane & Patrick Shields,  Derek Rue & Keith Stanley.

In the Shrewsbury congress, John Atthey & Andrew Kambites came 8th of 142 in the pairs. Alex Selsby & Colin Wadsworth were 18th. In the Swiss teams Ian & Val Constable joined John & Andrew to come 6th of the 80 teams. Lesley Harrison, Allan & Judy Sanis, and Keith Sharp came 13th.  Norah Allen & Ray Foulds, Alex Selsby & Colin Wadsworth came 18th. Well done to all concerned.
Pivot Teams

After nine matches we have a new team at the top - Juanita Philp, Tony Hill, Noel Downes, Paul Denning & Lindsay Geddes. There are 2 VPs ahead of the Constable team, and 5 VPs behind that are the Sanis team.

Some of the biggest swings seen yet came on board 22 ...

	
	( T53

( K

( 853

( K65432
	

	( A

( AQJ9875

( 4

( AJ97
	Board 22 Dealer E

Vul : EW
	( KQJ9874

( ---

( AKJ62

( 8

	
	( 62

( T6432

( QT97

( QT
	


The problems started when the great playing strength induced East to open with a strong bid. Opposite a game forcing opening, it was then impossible to stop West from taking control and many could only stop when they got to 7NT.

With a diamond lead, the spade suit is blocked and declarer has no chance. More common was a club lead (the unbid suit) and now at least declarer had seven spade tricks bringing the total to 11. Declarer was forced to cash the heart ace before taking the diamond finesse for a twelfth trick, when - amazingly  - the heart king fell and there were 13 tricks.

Pairs in 7( or 7( couldn't find a way to cash 13 tricks without one being ruffed and they (your correspondent was one) lost 20 imps to opponents who bid 7NT. The most sensible contract seems to be 6(.


Summer Pairs

There have now been 6 sessions of the Summer Pairs; only seven players have managed all sessions and only one of them (Rahim) has managed a different partner for each session. Of those with three or more valid scores, the leader is Roman Klis with a 56.25% average from 5 sessions, followed by Paul Denning  and then Joe Angseesing.

This hand from the 5 June session produced a curious result ...

	
	( 852

( J753

( J42

( KJ2
	

	( A3

( A4

( T873

( QT742
	Board 11 Dealer S

Vul : none
	( KJ94

( KT9862

( A

( 85

	
	( QT76

( Q

( KQ965

( A96
	


The bidding started 1(-P-1(  and East couldn't speak but when it continued P-1(-P-1N he came in with 2(.

Nothing lies particularly well but declarer managed 7 trumps tricks to make game! It started with a diamond lead to the ace, and now a club to North's jack. A spade switch went to the ace and a diamond was ruffed. A second club came out and now another spade from North.

Declarer won the (K, ruffed a spade and ruffed the third diamond. Now the heart ace dropped the queen and after another ruff declarer was left with KT of hearts over North's jack and could just wait for two tricks.

Sometimes it's easier playing in the opponent's suit!


Dawes against Leicestershire

This three team match was won twice (Dawes 16-4, Porter 14-6) and lost once (friendly, 7-13) in another good performance by the County. 

The hands dealt by the computer provided plenty of swings, and plenty of practice at slam bidding. Try boards 3, 7, and 27 ....

	( ---

( KT4

( QJT865

( AK72
	( AK873

( 92

( AK94

( 54

	Few pairs got to this, but Cornell & Butland did after starting with 1(-1(-2(-2( (fourth suit forcing) and then agreeing diamonds and cue bidding. Collard & Hearsay bid it too.


	( 8

( KQ742

( A52

( AKT8
	( KQJ4

( A986

( JT97

( 4

	This very poor slam was bid by a few who thought West's spade cue was the ace. It was bid once (and made) in the A-match, three times and twice in the other matches and none made.


	( AT86

( A6

( ---

( AQJ8732
	( K9

( 9875

( JT5

( T954

	This proved an easy make the once it was bid (by Kane Shields) when the clubs broke 1-1 but it was only bid in the face of misleading, confused opposition bidding (they forgot their system over a strong 1(!).
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Contributions welcome - to Patrick Shields, patrick@shields.demon.co.uk

Check out the GCBA web site at http://www.shields.demon.co.uk/gcba/

