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Programme

In July we have 5 Mondays - 

· Mon 1st : Pivot Teams

· Mon 8th  : Summer Pairs

· Mon 15th : Summer Teams

· Mon 22th : Summer Pairs

· Mon 29th : Summer Teams

The competition planning for next year is almost complete. There are no changes to the basic structure; the main change is that the Winter Pairs expands from 4 sessions to 6 sessions;   a VP scale will be used to assign a score for each session and the total of these VPs will be used to determine the overall ranking.


Other dates for your diary

· July 7th-17th at the Riviera Centre in Torquay – four Gloucestershire players in action in the European Junior Championships. Pay a visit if you can.

· Sat 28th September - GCBA Green Point Swiss teams. Entry forms are now out. To Pam Pearce (01684-293957).


Garden Cities

The Cheltenham Bridge Club team represented the County in this team-of-8 championship. In May they managed first place in the Regional Final in Bristol – but not by as large a margin as usual.

In the final the first match was against last year’s winners – the Farnborough club from Kent. One table suffered heavily and we lost that match 3-17 but the only other loss was 9-11 to Bradford and the team ended up in 2nd place, again behind Farnborough.

This hand had interest –

	
	( J654

( 7

( KJ732

( 1064
	

	( AK3

( AKJ842

( 6 

( K53
	Board 7 Dealer : S

Vul : both
	( 972

( Q1093

( Q984

( J2

	
	( Q108

( 65

( A105

( AQ987
	


It always started with 1NT from South, doubled by West. When North removed to 2( it was up to East – and most decided (wrongly?) not to enter the auction.

So it went P-P to West and now it all depended on East-West agreements about doubles. Where a double of 2( by East would have been take-out, some Wests felt obliged to double in case their partner had a diamond stack, and most Easts passed that, scoring –180. Other Wests bid 2( and now East must realise that 5 points and 4 trumps is more than he might have and a raise will get you to 4(. Few managed this.

The opponents got to play this hand quite prettily in the last match –

	
	( 10987

( 85

( KQJ75

( J5
	

	( K6

( A1072

( 106

( AK1043
	Board 20 Dealer : W

Vul : both
	( AJ42

( QJ3

( A94

( 872

	
	( Q53

( K964

( 832

( Q96
	


The contract was 3NT after North had overcalled in diamonds. Declarer ducked the first two rounds and won the third, and could tell the suit had broken 5-3. 

He now chose to take the heart finesse, and repeated that as South covered. When North showed out on the third round declarer had eight top tricks and he found a neat way to a ninth.

He cashed the top two clubs and (K and exited with the fourth heart. South was now on lead and could cash one long club but that was only four defensive tricks and now he had to play a spade up to the AJ.

How many people would just have trusted North to have the (Q because he bid, and gone down as a result?

GCBA Results

The (re-arranged) Cotswold Cup was by Ian and Val Constable, Lyn Hayes and Alan Wearmouth. A number of clubs sent their champions along as a team and one of these - Martin Chance & Roger Miles, John Hayton & Mike Pritchett from Stroud – came second.

Summer Teams

The first two sessions of this took place in June and the winners both times were Joe & Wendy Angseesing and Peter Waggett. On the first evening they teamed up with Roger Jackson, and on the second with Jim Simons. 

This hand generated the biggest swings in a swingy set on the second evening -.

	
	( 5

( 932

( 4

( AKJ107432

	( KQ86

( J4

( AK95 

( 965
	Board 29 Dealer : N

Vul : both
	( AJ432

( Q86

( QJ872

( ---

	
	( 1097

( AK1075

( 1063

( Q8
	


North has first chance and at my table chose to open 3NT showing a solid minor and little else. South could see dangers in two suits and so removed to 4( after East’s pass. Of course, South thought the solid suit was diamonds but 4( would have been an asking bid and 4( said “pass or correct”.

When 4( was passed back to East he doubled – takeout, a good move. South “knew” that 4( was going to make, so to help partner decide on sacrificing or not, he put in a 4( bid and was most surprised when that was passed out (it shouldn’t really be). There were three losers there and +620 went nicely with +650 from 4( in the other room for a total of 15 imps.


Summer Pairs

The fourth session produced the largest turn out yet (21 pairs) and the winners were (scratch) Wendy Angseesing & Peter Waggett and (handicap) Val Constable & Andrew Kambites. This hand looks a simple 6( but what about the over-trick?

	
	( AQ9

( A1083

( K6532

( J
	

	( KJ643

( KJ42

( 97 

( 85
	Board 23 Dealer : S

Vul : both
	( 8752

( Q97

( 10

( KQ742

	
	( 10

( 65

( AQJ84

( A10963
	


After South opened 1(, North drove to slam and West usually led a spade. This let declarer finesse, confident that even if it lost the (A would take care of the heart loser.

When that worked many drew trumps and then switched attention to the club suit. Three clubs could be ruffed in dummy but that still left South with a club loser and only 12 tricks.

Those who turned their attention to club before trumps did better. After one club ruff and a trump back to hand, there is no cost in a second ruff and when the short clubs turn up with West, declarer gets to cross-ruff for 13 tricks.

If no club honour appears on round one or two, then indeed declarer has no better option than to ruff a third. If East played a top club early (either covering (J or as a false card) then declarer must worry about a doubleton club with East, and it makes more sense to draw trumps – fatal on this layout.

Pivot Teams

Session three saw three more wins for the leading team – Joe & Roger Jackson, Noel Downes & Graham Sadie – who now have a commanding lead.

Two hands raised the question of trust in an usual way – how much do you trust the opposition?

The first was board 6 and you are sitting in fourth seat - only the opponents are vulnerable.

	( Q1052

( J8654

( 74

( J5


When the bidding before you goes 3(-X-6(, do you bid? Does it help to know partner holds an AK and another ace?  Not really, what matter is whether RHO is sane! In fact, RHO held (AK83, (KQJ1093, (K76 and a 6( sacrifice is the winning action. 

Later that evening you hold

	( A6

( AQ10

( 10743

( KQ94


and after partner’s 2NT opener, you respond 3( and he shows a club suit and you have a long auction up to 7(, which is doubled on your right. What do you do? 

A number of people passed assuming that a wheel had come off in the bidding but in fact 7C is a good contract and it was a Lightener double by a hand with a void diamond. Converting to 7NT at this point means that they must lead spades to beat the contract – and that’s better than the ‑300 for which 7( is booked!




Clubs Meeting


The GCBA secretaries have arranged a get together for club representatives from across the County, at the Cheltenham Bridge Club on Sunday 21st July. If you have anything you’d like to see the GCBA do or not do, please pass that on to your representatives. 











Page 2
Contributions welcome - to Patrick Shields (01242-570710), ctd@gcba.org.uk

Check out the GCBA web site at http://www.gcba.org.uk/

