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Programme

The Monday Programme for July is:

·  7th    Individual

·  14th  Summer Pairs 6

·  21st  Summer Teams 3

·  28th  Summer Pairs 7

Other dates for your diary

· September 27th: One day Green pointed Swiss teams run by the GCBA in conjunction with the EBU at Cheltenham Racecourse

Obituary

On April 9 Gloucestershire was shocked by the loss of a popular player when Anne Thomas was killed in a road accident. Anne has played bridge for nearly 30 years, supporting her local clubs and entering many events across the county. Anne was well known for her generosity, hospitality and kindness, but was quite capable of setting the record straight when she perceived an injustice. The great number of attendees at her funeral left no doubt about how much she will be missed by her family and many friends. Our thoughts are with her partner, Peter Swales, and her three sons.

.Committee News
Following the AGM the following officers have been elected:

President: Anne Swannell

Vice President: Keith Stanley

Secretary: Lesley Harrison

Treasurer: Val Constable

Chief TD: Patrick Shields

Match Secretary: Judy Sanis

There will be a county wide simultaneous pairs in October. If your club is interested please contact the chief Tournament director, Patrick Shields on  01242 570710 before 15 September, indicating on which day of the week you would like to hold it.

Bridge Holiday Opportunities

How did you meet your bridge partner? We were all delighted to see Alan and Judy Sanis win the county mixed pairs last month. I am reliably told that this bridge and life partnership follows an initial chance meeting in a ladies toilet while playing bridge on holiday. 

In the expectation of further excitement Judy joined the team of First for Bridge and is now the ‘Girl Friday’ for their October Menorcan  holiday.  She plays with guests who have no partner and they, in return, try to teach her the intricacies of complicated conventions like Gerber.  First for Bridge, and their local  director, Andrew Kambites, will be delighted to tell you about all the opportunities afforded by their bridge holidays.

Inter County Results.

The year before last Gloucestershire won all three divisions of the Midland Counties league. Sadly we failed to win any last year, the best result coming in the Dawes when we came second. The new campaign has started well against Worcestershire. The first team (Dawes) won 16-4, the seconds (Porter) 20-0 and the thirds (Markham) won 17-3.

County Knock-out

The county knock-out final was won by Paul Denning, Patrick Shields, Richard Chamberlain and Andrew Kambites. Hard luck to losing finalists: Geoff and Joan Peel (their third KO final), Lesley Harrison and Steve Evans.

 In the following hand South found an unlikely distribution  to allow him to make 4(.
	
	( 8 3

( A Q 3

(AKQ8532

( 9
	

	( K 7 4 2

( K J

(6 4 

(Q 8 53 2
	Board :  Dealer: 

Vul:
	( A Q T 6 5 

( 9 6 2

( J T 7 

( A T

	
	( J 9

( T 8 7 5 4

(9

( K J 7 6 4
	


The defenders took three black tricks and put declarer in dummy with (A. Declarer must hope. West has (K J doubleton. He ruffs a diamond, finesses (Q, cashes (A and runs the diamonds. Lucky, but well played nevertheless. The lesson? Don’t give up even if a contract looks hopeless.
National Results.

Ian and Val Constable, Andrew Kambites and Marco Alcalay (Kent) just failed to defended the teams title won in 2002 at the Welsh Seniors Congress. They actually got a bigger IMP score than in last year’s final but were pipped by Patrick Jourdain’s strong Welsh team.

Graham Sadie and Tony Hill, representing Gloucestershire, were fifth in the Corwen.

The following hand appeared in the regional qualifying heat of the Garden Cities. Treat it as a double-dummy problem. Can you see how to beat 4(? 

	
	( A J

( K Q J

( 8 6 5

( 10 9 7 5 4
	

	( -

(T 8 7 62

( J 9 4 3

( K Q 8 2
	Board :  Dealer: 

Vul:
	(  9 8 7 6 5

( A 9 4

( K Q 7

( 6 3

	
	(K Q T 4 32 

( 5 3

( A 10 2

(  A J
	


North bid clubs on the way so West started with (3 to my (Q and declarer’s (A. Declarer now led a heart to West’s (2 (showing an odd number of hearts and dummy’s (K.

 I (as East) could see no reason to take the (A or not to take the (A. In such situations my default position is to win the trick, having seen numerous occasions where a defender has ducked as hand 4 because he couldn’t think of anything else to do and either seen the trick vanish, or the defender has been endplayed with it later. That was the end of the defence.

Now suppose I had ducked the (A and won the next heart. I could then cash (K and lead to partner’s (J. The fourth diamond kills declarer. If he ruffs in dummy  it promotes a trump trick for me. If he trumps in his hand I can discard my heart and he is left with a club loser. This defence doesn’t work once I have taken the first heart because declarer can draw trumps (using (A as an entry to hand ) before cashing (J.    

I must admit that I was not close to seeing the point of this during the play.  I will put it my memory bank and add it to my bridge experience. I am convinced that card play is learned through pattern recognition: every so often a position occurs I haven’t seen before and I am unlikely to get it right. Sometimes the pragmatic approach of admitting that a hand was simply too hard for you is necessary to preserve your sanity in this frustrating game!

The Gold Cup

The third round of the Gold Cup ended in disappointment for several Gloucestershire teams. The following hand is most instructive:

	
	( 4

( 9 6 4 2

( K T 9 4 3 

( J 8 7
	

	(  6 5 3

( KQ T 3 

( A 2

( A T 6 2
	Board :  Dealer:W 

Vul: NS
	( A 8 2  

( J 8 7 5

( J 5

( K Q 9 3

	
	 (K Q JT 97

( A

( Q 8 7 6

( 5 2
	


West opened 1NT and East chose to try Stayman 2(. South overcalled 2( and West passed. Now East chose to make a penalty double. The result was –1070 for 2( doubled plus two overtricks.

East/West had 24 points and 6 spades, but North/South could not be prevented from taking 9 tricks in spades. Was this a freak hand? I think not. Most of us have at some time had the experience of doubling an opponent who overcalled our partner’s 1NT just because we had the majority of points, only to find that the contract was unbeatable. The reason is often as is the case here: declarer has trump solidarity and something of a fit in a second suit.

To double a two level suit contract you need good trumps, not just lots of points.

Bridge Tips 

You pick up this hand as dealer. How good do you think is?

( A K Q J 9 8  ( 8 5 4 3  ( K 5  ( 6

It is certainly better than 13 points. You could count it as 7 playing tricks (half for the fourth heart and half for the (K). Don’t count it as 5 losers until you have found a fit. 

Suppose, reasonably, you insist on playing in spades. You don’t need trumps in partner’s hand to help you draw trumps, but you may need them to help deal with the fourth heart. Suppose partner has (7 2. If dummy has plenty of trumps you have 2 heart losers. However if dummy is short in spades you might easily lose 4 heart tricks. 

You need trumps in both hands. to use the LTC. It doesn’t count the 4th heart as a loser, but the 4th heart is likely to be a loser if dummy is short in trumps.

When this hand occurred our player opened 1( and heard a 1NT response (no fit). He wrongly tried to apply the LTC and made the overbid of 4(, leading to a very stupid contract when his partner held:

( 4 2   (7 2   ( Q 6 3 2   ( K Q 9 8 4  













