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Programme

The Monday Programme for July is:

· 5th      Individual

· 12th    Summer Pairs 5 

· 19th    Summer Teams 3

· 26th    Summer Pairs 6

Committee News 

After the AGM the main positions on the committee are held as follows:

President: Anne Swannell Treasurer: Derek Rue

Secretary: Lesley Harrison 
The new Chief Tournament Director is :Paul Denning. You can phone him on 01684 293603 to enter county competitions.

I would also again like to offer help in my capacity as an EBU tournament director to clubs who need help with rulings, appeals, advice on how to run movements  etc. Ring Andrew Kambites on 01453 762258. Equally, ring me if you would like to contribute to a newsletter or advertise events at your club

Do you want to represent Gloucestershire in matches against other counties? We rum three teams in the Midland League and the third team in aimed at people who may not be experienced but would enjoy  playing for Gloucestershire.  Contact  Richard Hennell for details  (01242 675903).

Bridge Stories
It can be very difficult to get some people to commit themselves to dates for a bridge match. The following gem was overheard from Daphne Hogarth:

‘I am usually OK for Thursdays and Fridays if I have nothing on, but I may have to withdraw if there is anything pressing.’

Oh yes: the bridge match was fixed up as well!

GCBA Results

County Knockout Final:                  For the 3rd  year in a row the KO was won by: Richard Chamberlain, Paul Denning, Andrew Kambites, Patrick Shields and Adrian Thomas

Mixed Pairs:     Joe and Wendy Angseesing

Flitch Winners:  Ian and Val Constable
The Wootton Charity Swiss Teams was won by Lesley Harrison, Alison Pritchard David Hauser, Mary Jones,. 

National Results.         The Cheltenham team of Ian and Val Constable, John Atthey, John Rookwood and Andrew Kambites has won its 6th round Nicko match and now enters the last eight.

Guy Vandergucht and Paul Ford came 13th representing Gloucestershire in the Corwen trophy 

Midland Counties League

We start the new season with three good wins

Against  Nottinghamshire

Dawes (1st) :      Won 17-3

Porter  (2nd) :     Won 17-3 
Markham (3rd):  Won 20-0

A good principle of defence is that you should not use a certain trump trick to overruff declarer unless you have good reason. The commonly quoted trump suit is shown below:



6 5 3 

A 9 2



T 



K Q J 8 7 4

A side suit is led through declarer. Declarer (South) is void in that suit. So is West. Declarer trumps with the K. If West overruffs that is the last defensive trump trick. If West (correctly) discards then he subsequently takes tricks with the A and the 9.

This hand from the Dawes demonstrated the principle in a different context.

	
	( A 9 7

( J T 9 4

( K 8 6

( J 7 2
	

	( Q 8 3 2

( A Q 8 3

( 7 5 3 2

( 5
	Board : 13 Dealer: 

Vul: All
	( K J T 6 5 4

( 5 2 

( -

( Q 9 8 4 3

	
	( -

( K 7 6

(A Q J T 94

( A K T 6
	


West, was in 5( doubled. South cashed the (A and switched to the (A. West cross-ruffed the minor suits to leave this position with the lead in his hand:

	
	( A 9 7 

(  J T 9 4

( -

(  -
	

	( Q 8

( A Q 8 3

( 7

( -
	Board : 13 Dealer: 

Vul: All
	( K J T 

( 5 2

( - 

( Q 9

	
	( -

( K 7 6

( Q J T

( A
	


He  ruffed (9 with (Q. The Nottingham North aimlessly overruffed with (A and returned a trump. Declarer easily made the rest with the ( finesse.

Look at what happens if North discards a heart. West plays (8 from dummy. North wins (A and leads (J. West win with (Q, cashes (A and must ruff a red card to return to hand. Now North has more trumps than West so he makes trick 13.

Now look at the same hand if South plays in 5(. West leads (2. There are a number of successful lines of play but I like a rather elegant line that avoids any finesse. Ruff (2, keeping (A as an entry to dummy’s fourth heart. Draw trumps and play (K. West takes (A and plays a second spade. Trump it and lead another (. West may duck this and win the third ( but he must now either give dummy the lead or play a club  round to declarer.

Understanding The  Lawbook

This hand is the curse of any director’s life.

	
	( 6 2

(Q T 9 8652 

( A Q

( A J
	

	( Q 5 3

( A K 4

( K T 5 3

( K T 4
	Board :  Dealer: W

Vul: EW
	(  K J 9 8 74

(- 

( 8 7 4

( Q 9 7 6

	
	( A T

( J 7 3

( J 9 6 2

( 8 5 3 2
	


West opened 1( and North overcalled 1(. East jumped to 2(, not alerted. West’s 4( ended the auction and  though a diamond lead easily beats 4( not surprisingly South led a heart. Declarer gratefully discarded diamonds on the (A K and the contract could not be defeated when declarer guessed the clubs correctly. Subsequent conversation determined that East thought 2( was weak, while West thought it strong. North/South cannot expect to be happy: their opponents have had a misunderstanding and come up smelling of roses. The unfortunate lead only adds to their sense of disgruntlement, though it has no bearing on a director’s ruling. Can you see any case for an adjusted score?

A lucky misunderstanding is not a cause for an adjusted score. We must examine whether East/West have acted properly? West clearly had no reason to alert 2( if she thought it strong and forcing. Is her 4( consistent with her view? Clearly 4( is a poor bid opposite a genuine jump shift (3( would be forcing) but West was not a strong enough player to understand this.  

Ethically, I cannot fault the actions of East/West. However there is one further issue. If East/West cannot prove the meaning of 2( the director would rule that it was weak and hence alertable. If it had been alerted,  and North had found it was weak, might he have bid 3( over 2(, leading to North/South bidding 5( over 4( for –300 when doubled (instead of –620)?

I was South in the Welsh Foursomes last September, when we were doing well. I asked my partner whether he would have bid 3( if he had realised 2( was weak. He said he wouldn’t have bid 3(. With clenched teeth we accepted the result and didn’t even call the director. It is human nature to want to strangle your opponents, but if you want to be a successful player you must accept bad luck without becoming irrational or flustered. A lot is written about the technical side of bridge but there is nothing more important to success than to play without emotions.


















