	GCBA NEWSLETTER

	
	Season 2004-5
	 July 2005



Programme

The Monday Programme for July  is:

· 4th     Summer Teams 1

· 11th   Summer Pairs 7

· 18th   Summer Teams 2

· 25th   Summer Pairs 8 

Other dates for your diary

· Sun 17   Glos, one-day green point SwissTeams

Bridge Story

Hen-pecked  bridge-playing husband did not arrive home from work till midnight. He was greeted by wife brandishing a rolling pin.

‘Where have you been?’ she demanded.

He said: ‘I met this ravishing blonde on the way home from work. I fell instantly in love with her and we booked into a luxury hotel room. There we had an orgy of  lovemaking  for six hours.’

‘Don’t fob me off.’ she replied. ‘You can’t fool me. I know you have been playing bridge’ whereupon she hit him  with the rolling pin.

Committee news

At the AGM  the following senior positions on the committee were elected:

President:  Pam Pearce

Secretary: Lesley Harrison

Treasurer: Derek Rue

Chief TD: Paul Denning

Match Secretary: Judy Sanis

GCBA Results

The County Knockout final was won by: Paul Denning, Richard Butland. Richard Chamberlain, Andrew Kambites & Patrick Shields. 

The Mixed Pairs, held after the AGM was won by: Lindsay Geddes and Tony Hill.    Flitch winners were Joe and Wendy Angseesing.

League Division 3 was won by: Barry Shephard Gill Weaver, Chris Lewis and Monica Gray 

National Results   

Two Cheltenham teams met in round 6 of the Nicko. John Rookwood’s team (Andrew Kambites, John Atthey, Ian and Val Constable) beat Keith Stanley’s team (Richard Butland, Derek Rue, Richard Chamberlain, Paul Denning and Patrick Shields) to reach round 7 (the quarter finals) for the second year in a row. They now play a team from Crowborough (East Sussex).

In the Seniors Knockout John Rookwood’s team (Andrew Kambites, Jim Simons, Joe Angseesing and Patrick Phair have reached the semi final. Their opponents could well be another team with Gloucestershire players, if Keith Stanley’s team (Derek Rue and a Manchester pair) win their semi final.

Ian and Val Constable represented Gloucestershire in the Corwen Trophy (open to the top three in the county Pairs championship) and came an impressive sixth.

Well done to Pam Pearce who marked the start of her GCBA presidency by becoming Gloucestershire’s second lady Grand Master.
Good luck to John Atthey who will be representing the England Under 25 team in  European Championships  in July for the third time. 

Nicko Hand

Do you understand the rather obscure principle of restricted choice? Consider this suit:

A 10 9 8 7     opposite

K 6 5 3

South plays the king, West following with the 2 and East with the queen. South now leads towards dummy and West plays the 3. West is now twice as likely to have the queen, so South should finesse. The reason is that although it is equally likely that East has the J singleton or Q J doubleton, with Q J doubleton he might have chosen to play the Q, whereas with J singleton he had no choice. Therefore on only half the hands with Q J doubleton would he have played J. The idea is that you should assume he did not have the choice rather than that he did have the choice and chose to exercise it in one particular way.

Now consider this hand from the Nicko. Richard Chamberlain has to make his contract of 7♠ (by East) to win his match against John Rookwood’s team
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South led ♥6. East won ♥A and cashed ♠A, revealing the 2-0 break. It is now impossible to ruff two clubs in dummy so a diamond winner must be established for a club discard. A diamond was led to  ♦A and a diamond ruffed, South dropping ♦Q. The last trump was drawn with ♠K and dummy’s ♦J was led, North following low. The moment of truth has arrived.

Restricted choice determines that you should play North for ♦K and take the ruffing finesse. Normally that would have been totally decisive. However things are not always that simple. A vulnerable North had pre-empted aggressively in hearts over West’s 1♦ opening, thereby reducing the chances that he had a side suit of 4 cards. Faced with conflicting evidence Richard chose to ruff ♦J, and lost the match. Isn’t bridge full of difficult decisions?
Bridge Tips

There is always a danger if you underlead an isolated honour. If you lead from a suit like ( K 9 4 3 2 you risk finding layout (a1):

(a1)

    ( 7 6

( K 9 4 3 2
        ( J 10 8

    ( A Q 5

You have given away a trick that declarer could not have generated for himself. If you had known this in advance you might have waited for partner to get the lead and play the suit. This suit is safe for East to lead, but not for West.

There are other suits where leading away from rubbish doesn’t actually give declarer anything he could not have achieved for himself but gives away vital information, for example (a2).

(a2)
         ( K 10 6 

( 7 5 3
  
          ( Q 9 4 2



  ( A J 8

If West leads a spade he saves declarer from having to guess who has (Q

However there are some suit combinations for which if any player on either side plays the suit, he concedes a trick. Such a suit combination is called a FROZEN SUIT. Look at the spade suit in layout (b).

(b)

   ( K 10 6 

( Q 7 5 3
  

( J 4 2



   ( A 9 8

If West leads (3, North plays low and declarer takes East’s (J with his (A. Now he can finesse dummy’s (10, making 3 tricks.

  If East leads (2, North wins West’s (Q with (K and declarer can finesse his (9, again making 3 tricks.

  If South leads (8 and West plays low, North must play (K and now the (Q and (J prevent declarer from making a third spade trick.

If North leads (6 East plays low and South must play his (A. Again the (Q and (J prevent declarer from making a third spade trick.

You cannot alter the way you make your opening leads to cater for frozen suits, but  most defenders switch about too much during the play: continually opening up frozen suits and throwing tricks away like confetti.
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Contributions welcome - to Andrew Kambites 01453 762258  carol@kambites.freeserve.co.uk

Check out the GCBA web site at http://www.gcba.org.uk/

