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Programme  

The Monday Programme for July is:

· 3rd  Summer Pairs

· 10th  Summer Teams

· 17th  Summer Pairs

· 24th  Summer Teams

· 31st  Summer Pairs

You may still have time for a last minute entry to the joint Gloucestershire and Herefordshire 1-day green pointed swiss pairs (Sat 17 June) or swiss teams (Sun 18 June). Phone Sarah Matthews on 01981 540274

Bridge Story

Three keen bridge players on along train journey were trying to find a fourth to play rubber. An unknown fellow passenger was persuaded to complete the foursome. He started South, as dealer. 

  4♣ opened South. West doubled. 4♦ said South. Another double from West. 4♥ continued South. Of course West doubled again. ‘And just one spade’ said South, perfectly completing the description of his hand.

GCBA Results

League Div 1:  Richard Butland, Chris Kinloch Richard Chamberlain, Paul Denning, Andrew Kambites. For Richard Chamberlain and Paul Denning it was the tenth time in a row.

League Div2: Wendy Angseesing, Peter Waggett, Ray Foulds, Albert Sproston.

League Div 3: Cynthia Moore, Geoff Paterson, Jane Rowley, Barbara Janes

The knockout final was won by Ian & Val Constable, Roger Jackson and Roy Collard. They will represent Gloucestershire in the Pachabo Cup.  Good luck.

After the GCBA AGM the Mixed Pairs was won by Norah Allen and Mike Wignall and the flitch was won by Geoff and Joan Peel.

National results
Three GCBA players played in the 8 team Crockfords Cup final (the EBU national teams-of-4 championship). Paul Denning and Patrick Shields came 5th. Roger Jackson came 7th. 

Alison Pritchard, David Hauser, Cynthia Moore and Mary Jones won the Warwickshire 1-day green pointed Swiss teams

Cheltenham Bridge Club comfortably won the  South West heat of the Garden cities competition, a match and a half ahead of the second team. They  will represent Gloucestershire in the 8-team final.


A league Hand 

      This hand from May 8 left a number of pairs in a very inadequate contract.
	
	( 9 6

( Q J 3

( J T 8 2

( T 8 7 6
	

	( K 7 5 3

( A K 4

(A K Q 6

( A K
	Board : 9 Dealer: N

Vul: EW
	( A Q 8 4 2

( 8 5 

( 9 7 4

( 9 4 3

	
	( J T

( T 9 7 6 2

( 5 3

( Q J 5 2
	


I was East and admit to being responsible for the following pathetic sequence.

West     East                      2♦         2♥                       3NT      P

I don’t think it is worth displaying such wimpish bidding in public, although it may do some good to the morale of the majority of bridge players to see the so called experts making idiots of themselves. However this hand does demonstrate a number of interesting issues.

2♦ was multi coloured: a weak two in a major or a strong balanced hand. 2♥ said I wanted to play the hand in 2♥ if Richard had a weak 2♥ bid. 3NT showed a balanced 25-26 points. Really it is a grotesque way to bid strong balanced hands. 3NT is hugely pre-emptive, which is the last thing you want if you are this strong. Does anybody have a better method for these hands?

My team-mates expressed a justifiable opinion that I should have transferred to 4♠ over 3NT and then bid a natural, invitational 4NT. Do you know whether this sequence is quantitative or Blackwood in your system?

The final point is to discuss whether West can ever break the transfer after such a 3NT rebid. The sequence 2NT 3♥ 4♣ (cue bid showing 4-card support, the ♣A and a hand that is prepared to play in game even if responder has nothing) is common. However East must be very sure that the 5-level is safe to venture beyond 4♠ opposite a partner who might have nothing. There is nothing more demoralising than freely bidding to 5-of-a-major and going one off. I think that if I had transferred then West could have broken the transfer. I would hardly transfer with 5 tiny spades and nothing and even opposite 6 tiny spades the five level looks fairly safe. 

Well done to Tony Hill and Alan Wearmouth who bid to 7♠ and gained 17 IMPS against us.

Note that there is a lot of bidding space wasted even by a 2NT opening bid. You have one more level of bidding opposite a 1NT opening bid than you have opposite a 2NT opening bid. Opposite 1NT you play a sequence like: 1NT 2♥ (transfer) 2♠ 3♣ as natural but 1NT 2♥ (transfer) 2♠ 4♣ as a cue bid imposing spades as trumps. 2NT 3♥ (transfer) 3♠ 4♣ must mean spades and clubs so there is no space to confirm spades as trumps and make a cue bid. It never ceases to amaze me that players choose to open 2NT with 19-20 HCP. The 2NT opening bid is an undesirable part of your system. Surely with a balanced 19 points you do better to start the bidding at the 1-level.

Bridge Tips
When this hand was played in a pairs event the whole field played in 3NT and almost without exception made 12 tricks. Could you hold declarer to 11 tricks on a spade lead?

	
	( 8 3 

( A 9 4 2

(A Q 9 7

( A 7 2
	

	( K 7 542

( 8 7 3

( T 8 4 3

( 4
	Board :  Dealer: 

Vul:
	( Q J 10 9

( K J 6  

( J 5 2

( 9 8 3

	
	( A 6

( Q T 5

( K 6 

( K Q J T 65
	


South   West   North   East      1♣         P       1♦        P             1NT         P            3NT           P P              P

 The ♠4 went to East’s ♠9 and the ♠Q was returned, West following with ♠2 so it was obvious to both defenders that  declarer had no spades left. Declarer ran clubs and the defenders had to find lots of discards. It is there that the trouble started.

It is psychologically hard for defenders to hang on to nebulous holdings like ♦T 8 4 3  or ♦J 5 2 (which I call defensive holdings), at the same time discarding spade winners. However there are plenty of clues that this might be vital. Firstly there is no chance of beating this contract, so saving overtricks will be vital. Secondly it is always dangerous to discard from a 4-card holding when either dummy or declarer has four. Thirdly, it is highly dangerous for any defender to discard down to a void (or even a small singleton. Those East’s who discarded all their diamonds allowed South to cash ♦K and then have a marked finesse of dummy’s ♦9.

My tip is that at duplicate pairs you must be very wary of discarding from your defensive holdings. So often you discard your slow guard in one suit, only to watch declarer run that suit and present you with more hard discarding decisions.

From June 5th the EBU general manager will be Barry Capal. He is a keen bridge player with plenty of business experience. 













