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Programme

In June we see the start of the Summer teams. The schedule is 

· Mon 3rd  : Summer Teams

· Mon 10th : Pivot Teams

· Mon 17th : Summer Teams

· Mon 24th : Summer Pairs

The re-arranged Cotswold Cup comes on Sunday 9th June, with a 14.15 hrs start at CBC. Late entries please (£14 per team) to Joe Angseesing  on 01242-245682.

Other dates for your diary

· Wed 19th June, Cheltenham Bridge Club is hosting a seminar by Patrick Shields & others.

· Sun 23rd June, Wootton Under Edge charity teams – contact is Colin Lennox on 01453-842538.

· Sat 6th July, Cheltenham Bridge Club is running a “team up with an expert” game – enter as a team-of-3 and draw for a fourth. Entries to Anne Swannell (01242-760228)

· July 7th-17th at the Riviera Centre in Torquay – four Gloucestershire players in action in the European Junior Championships. Pay a visit if you can.

· Sun 21st July – get together for club representatives from clubs across the County, Cheltenham Bridge Club at 1830 hrs. 

· Sat 28th September - GCBA Green Point Swiss teams. Entry forms are now out. To Pam Pearce (01684-293957).


GCBA AGM

… took place on Sunday 19th May. There were no controversies but the Treasurer (Val Constable) was able to report on a very healthy bank balance, as a result of which it has been agreed that 

· For the next year we will drop the £1 entry fee for competitions which happen to run on Monday evenings.

COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIP

The 48-board final of the County Knock-Out was played over two Thursdays in May. The winners – by a mere 4 imps – were Richard Chamberlain, Paul Denning, Andrew Kambites and Patrick Shields. The unlucky losers were Richard Butland, Graham Cornell, John Rookwood and Derek Rue.

There were many hands could have turned the match. This hand cost the winners 11 imps in the last set …

	( KQ

( AK5

( AKQJ64

( A3


Clearly you are worth a 2( opener here, and over the inevitable negative you bid 3(. Partner emerges with 3NT and you have to decide on whether to proceed. Your choice? [One miserable coward passed and missed an easy 6NT]


GCBA Results

The County Mixed Pairs was won by Ian and Val Constable (second year running) with the Angseesings collecting the Flitch prize in second place.

In the Hamilton Cup at the Spring Fours, second place went to Richard Chamberlain & Andrew Kambites, Derek Rue & Keith Stanley. The junior team of John Atthey & Ben Green, Greg Moss & Roger Brown came 7th and Tony Hill’s team whom they beat in the last round came 12th.

Key winners at the Cheltenham Congress were 

· Championship Pairs trophies – Chris Kinloch & Nigel Woodstock, Peter & Vera Bird

· Mixed Teams – Wendy Angseesing, Roy Collard, Mark Hearsey, Albert Sproston.

· Swiss Teams – Cheltenham Rose Bowl - J. Burrows, S. Abley, B. Keeble & R. Keeble.

· Swiss Teams – Peter Westbrook trophy - R. Smith, L. Smith, C. Smith & A. Smith

In the Inter Club Knock-Out, the Cheltenham-A team beat its West-of-England opponents by 21 imps. It then played a team from Worksop and despite winning each of the second, third and fourth sets (by a total of 34 imps) it lost the match.
County League

The winners of Division One, following an 18-2 result in the last match, are Richard Chamberlain, Paul Denning, Andrew Kambites and Patrick Shields. Three of the team have won the league for each of the last 6 years, but where they had won before the last match in each of the previous two years, this year they entered the last match (against Keith Stanley) 8 VPs behind.

One swing in their final match was 

	( AKJ85

( ---

( K108542

( 32
	Board 6 
	( 4

( K754

( J97

( AQJ85


At one table the winners were silent after a 1( opener and these hands overbid to 6( and went two down.

At the other table the 11-count passed and the next hand opened a strong (15-17) 1N after which these hands climbed all the way to 3( (.  The Q( lead marked the other hand with all the missing points. So as the play proceeded, declarer refused the club finesse (sure to fail), finessed the jack of spades (sure to work), ruffed out the heart ace and was able to lead the HK through the strong NT hand’s doubleton AQ of diamonds at the end. Declarer emerged with 12 tricks.

In Division Two the Allan Sanis team (Pam Pearce, Geoff & Joan Peel, Keith Sharpe) have confirmed first place and in Division Three the winners are Roman Klis, Ken Nuttall, KA and Veronica Rahim, and Roger Timmins.


Summer Pairs

We have now had three sessions of the Summer Pairs and the leaders are Patrick Shields (scratch) and Judy Sanis (handicap). Judy is the only players to score above average in all three sessions.

The Multi 2( raised its head on this hand in session two. It illustrates how difficult hand evaluation can be.

	
	( AJ9754

( KQ86

( J3

( 9
	

	( ---

( J2

( A10542 

( AKQJ83
	Board 2 Dealer : E

Vul : NS
	( K3

( A97543

( 9

( 10642

	
	( Q10862

( 10

( KQ876

( 75
	


East opened 2( showing a weak two in one major or a very strong hand. West’s first reaction was that partner would have a weak two in spades, so she bid 2( as a sign-off (to play there opposite a weak two in hearts or spades). The hand might have been passed out there had North not bid 2(.

South produced a cue bid of 3( at this point (not clear why) and West concluded now that partner actually had hearts. So she cue bid her void spade and heard her partner bid 4(.

South continued with 4( and West wasn’t going to let this go so she tried 5(, and over P-P-5( she went on with 6(. Although this contract cannot be beaten, she actually went down by trying to ruff out the diamonds.

The best contract is 6(, but it was so nearly played in 2(!


Pivot Teams

There have been six matches in the Pivot Teams and only one team remains undefeated - Joan Peel’s team (Geoff Peel, Cynthia Moore & Geoff Paterson) but it’s another team which is in the lead with 96 VPs from a possible 120 - Joe Angseesings’ team (Roger Jackson, Noel Downes, Graham Sadie).

Roger Jackson made a slam nobody else thought of bidding on this hand from the last match.

	
	( 106

( 963

( J74

( AJ1086
	

	( AK

( AQJ10842

( K63

( K
	Board 19 Dealer : E

Vul : EW
	( Q9432

( K75

( 108

( 975

	
	( J875

( ---

( AQ952

( Q432
	


Roger opened 2( as West and North overcalled (!) 3(. It proceeded P-5( and West was in a difficult position. He stretched to a bid of 5( and his partner raised him to 6(.

Clearly this is a hopeless contract but North thought the safest thing was to lead a trump and Roger took full advantage of this. The lead clearly marked North with the (A and South with the (A, so Roger won the trump in hand, unblocked the spades and played a heart to dummy.

A spade ruffed high and another heart to dummy let him cash two spades to discard (K and a diamond. Now a diamond towards the king brought in 12 tricks. Success in 6( rather than defeat gained his team 11 VPs.
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Contributions welcome - to Patrick Shields (01242-570710), ctd@gcba.org.uk

Check out the GCBA web site at http://www.gcba.org.uk/

