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Programme

The Monday Programme for June  is: 
·  7th  Summer Teams 1

·  14th  Pivot Teams 3

·  21st  Summer Teams 2

·  28th  Pivot Teams 4

Other dates for your diary

· Sunday June 6. One-day Swiss Teams at Wotton-Under Edge with proceeds being donated to charity. This event replaces the Swiss teams that used to take place each year at Leyhill Open Prison. Details from Brian Welch on 01454 882239

Bridge Stories

Overheard comment by a player about his partner: ‘Every day you play worse than the previous day, but today you are playing like the day after tomorrow!
GCBA Results

League: 

Division 1: Paul Denning,  Richard Butland, Andrew Kambites,  Graham Cornell,

Richard Chamberlain  For Paul Denning and Richard Chamberlain it was the 8th win in a row.

Division 2:  Ian and Val Constable, Alan and Judy Sanis, Lyn Hayes 

Division 3. Richard Hennell, Paul Clark, Mary Jones, Peter Swales.

Winter teams final

Albert Sprotson, Ray Foulds.

Peter Swales, Alex Selsby, 

Swiss Teams:

Paul Denning,  Peter Walker

Pat Shields, Anne Swannell

Gloucestershire winners in Cheltenham Congress 

 Mixed Team of fours:                    Ian and Val Constable. John Goodwin, John Gibson        equal first with:       Roy Collard, Mark Hearsey, Albert Sprotson, Wendy Angseesing,

Non-mixed Teams of fours:          David Atthey  George Barratt Kanwar Rahim Ronnie Rahim 

Mens Pairs:  Mike Wignall  Roy Collard

Mixed Pairs  Wendy Angseesing  Albert Sprotson

Morgan Brown Cup        Geoff and Joan Peel

National Results. Gloucestershire players had some  creditable results in the prestigious Spring Foursomes. Paul Denning and Adrian Thomas were in a Welsh team that reached the quarter finals after being one of the only two undefeated teams, and Keith Stanley and Derek Rue were in a team which finished second in the Hamilton cup (a Swiss teams for teams who have been eliminated from the main event by the last day).
Should you always signal honestly?

This hand from Cwmbran illustrates an important principle.
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How difficult should it be to defeat 4(? It looks trivial with two tricks in each black suit but at a lot of tables it made with an overtrick. West started with (A K and East automatically signalled his doubleton with (T followed with (2. Can you blame West for continuing with a third club, hoping to promote a trump trick for East?  

East can see how to beat this contract with two spade tricks. He should discourage a third club by following with the (2 followed by (10. It will then be obvious for West to switch to a spade, particularly because it looks to West as though East started with 3 clubs and is deliberately playing his highest remaining club on the second round as a McKenney signal.      

Note that two things made. East particularly culpable. Firstly his trump holding marked West with at most a singleton so declarer could clearly afford to ruff a third club with dummy’s (K. Secondly declarer had to have (A (and probably (Q) to justify raising 3( to 4( so any spades in declarer’s hand would disappear on dummy’s diamonds.

Telling partner the truth with a signal is clearly wrong if you are giving him a losing option. 

A truly freakish hand At Green vul you are dealt:

( 6 (AKQJT98632 (J 5  ( -

What should you open?

Certainly something at a very high level in hearts before your opponents get their act together. 4( didn’t do the trick: 6( made for your opponents and 4( wasn’t enough to silence them.  

I think you want a strong-sounding bid. 4NT (asking for specific aces) worked at some tables. The bid I like is 5(. This asks partner to give one raise for each top trump he holds. Not surprisingly he passed! So did opponents. 

Bridge Snippett

If you are dealt good intermediate cards are you one of those players who shows suitable appreciation? I was East with the following heart combination. 

           ( 10 8 7

( 9 5 


( K Q 6 3

           ( A J 4 2 

North (dummy) led (10. I covered with (K, declarer won (A and West dropped … the (9 (which gave declarer 3 heart tricks. West said he needed to give me count. I pointed out that South had opened 1NT, and responded to Stayman 2( with 2(, so it hardly took a feat of genius to work out that he had four.

Don’t become obsessed with signalling. The main purpose of a high card is to take a trick, not make a signal. Do you think the (9 is a high card? It has certainly become significant when the trick started: 10, K, A. If you have any doubt, then don’t signal.
Understanding The  Lawbook

Law 25A says that a player may substitute his intended call for an inadvertent call but only if he does so, or attempts to do so without pause for thought. Players tend to add their own interpretation to this and use the phrase: ‘In the same breath’ but this phrase has no validity in law. The key is not how long you took to make the change. It is what your intention was when you made the call. This is clarified on page 24 of the Orange book:

A call may be changed under law 25A only if:                        * The change is solely due to the player having taken out the wrong card in error, and           * He changes - or attempts to change – it instantaneously when he realises he has removed the wrong card by mistake.

 This type of situation often involves an insufficient bid. Your partner opens 1NT. You mean to bid 2( (transfer) but pick out the 1( card by mistake. You should tell the director that this was a mechanical error, in which case you can bid 2( without penalty. The director will normally believe you if the intended call was adjacent to the call made in the bidding box. He might show a little healthy scepticism if you claim you intended to pass rather than bid 7NT!

Law 25B even allows for a deliberate change of call. Your partner opens 1NT. You bid 2( with 15 points and 6 spades and suddenly realise you are not playing transfers. The director must be called but you do have the right to change your call (sensibly to 4() with the proviso that you will not receive more than average minus on the board (or –3 IMPS at teams) (Law 25B2b(2). Average minus may not be ideal, but it is better than playing an easy laydown 4( in 2( and getting a total bottom. 

Note that as so often in bridge, it pays to know the laws. Your well-meaning club director, under the handicap of playing and directing, might not think to offer you all the correct options or ask all the right questions.
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County League
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