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S2f Programme

The Monday Programme for June is:

· 5th  Summer Pairs

· 12th  Pivot Teams

· 19th  Summer Pairs

· 26th  Pivot Teams

Bridge Story

Some bridge players seem to have had a passectomy: ie the pass card surgically removed from their bidding box. One such player overcalled 1NT with 2♣, alerted by his partner. On being questioned partner said: ‘He has the minors, or the majors, or knowing him, perhaps both.’  Yes, you have guessed it. His shape was 4-3-3-3.

Midlands Counties League

The results of the last matches of the Midlands’ counties league left the first team second (out of 9 teams), the second team fourth and the third team fifth. 

Results v Staffordshire:  

Dawes (1st team): Won 17-3        Porter (2nd team): Lost 7-13     Markham 3rd team Won 16-4

Gloucestershire winners in the Cheltenham Congress were: 

Evesham Cup (Mixed Teams): Anne Swannell, Peter Walker, Norah Allen, Mark Rogers

Ladies Pairs: Ruby Wissenden & Heather Parker

Mixed Pairs: Anne Swannell & Peter Walker

Swiss Teams: Judy & Alan Sanis won playing with an Oxfordshire Pair
GCBA Results

The Cotswold Cup was won by Ian and Val Constable, Lesley Harrison and Judy Sanis.

For the third year in a row the Swiss Pairs was won by Paul Denning and Tony Hill

The final of the winter teams was won by John Rookwoods team : John, Tony Hill, Jim Simons, John Atthey and Andrew Kambites. The Swiss teams was won by Paul Denning, Patrick Shields, Mark Rogers and Mike Wignall

The Rank Xerox teams was won by Newent club. The winning team was: Ron Carter, Alan Lander, Guy Van de Gucht, Paul Ford, Ken Vowles, Lin Bennett & Richard & Jennifer Bennington.

National Results

Three Glos players have reached Crockfords Cup Final: Roger Jackson with a team from Berkshire, and  Paul Denning and Patrick Shields in a Welsh team. We wish them success.

The Rank Xerox teams was won by Newent club. The winning team was: Ron Carter, Alan Lander, Guy Van de Gucht, Paul Ford, Ken Vowles, Lin Bennett & Richard & Jennifer Bennington.

A Nicko hand

In the hand below South was in 4♥. How do you think he should tackle the play on the lead of the ♠4?
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( 6 4

( Q T 8

( K 8 6 5 4
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( Q 5

( 6 4

( Q 9 7 3
	Board :  Dealer: 
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( K J 9
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( A T 8 7 32

( A J 9

( A
	


At first sight it looks right to play low, Declarer did this and East’s ♠J forced the ♠A. Declarer now unblocked the ♣A and played ♥A followed by a low heart. I was East. It wasn’t hard for me to work out South’s shape. The ♠4 lead showed that West had at most 5 spades, almost certainly exactly 5. so declarer had 3. South had opened 1♥ and jumped to 3♥ over North’s 1NT response so South had 6 hearts. My partner had shown an even number of clubs so South seemed to be 3-6-3-1 shape. Unfortunately there was no way of preventing declarer reaching dummy for the diamond finesse. The ♠Q would provide the necessary entry, and if I used my trump winner to ruff it away I would be endplayed, forced to lead a minor suit up to dummy. 

I decided that I must hope West had ♦J. I overtook West’s ♥Q with my ♥K, cashed ♥J and exited with a spade. West won ♠K but declarer could reach dummy with ♠Q, cash ♣K and take the diamond finesse. To make his contract declarer needed trumps 3-2 + successful finesse positions in spades and diamonds. Ian and Val Constable, our teammates, rested in 3♥.

What made it worse was that declarer misplayed it. Can you see how? In fact if the spade position is favourable he doesn’t need the diamond finesse at all! Best play is to rise with ♠Q at trick 1. If that holds unblock ♣A and lead ♦J, intending to overtake with ♦Q. This loses to ♦K and East returns a spade but declarer takes his ♠A, overtakes ♦9 with ♦T and discards his remaining spade on ♣A.

Having reached the final last year we were eliminated in round 5 this year leaving Keith Stanley’s team to carry the Gloucestershire torch.

.Bridge Tips

Your partner opens 1♠ and you hold this hand.

♠-  ♥K J 6 4  ♦ K Q 4 3 2  ♣ 8 4 3 2

You have the necessary 9 HCP to bid 2♦, but do you think it is a good idea? If you respond 2♦ you force partner to make a rebid: if that rebid is 2♠ with just a 5-card suit you will have to pass, leaving him in a very silly contract. It is far better to make the cheap response of 1NT. Partner can pass, and will certainly do so rather than rebid a 5-card spade suit. If partner rebids a second suit you will have found a fit.

The principle here is that although you seem to have two options your hand is weak and misfitting. You fear a 2♠ rebid, so why choose the option that consumes more space, and makes it hard for partner to show clubs?

Now suppose partner opens 1♠ and you hold this hand.

♠K 9   ♥8 6 5  ♦K Q 4 3 2  ♣ 7 5 4.

By all means now bid 2♦. You don’t fear a spade rebid, and if partner rebids 2♥ you can happily give preference to 2♠, knowing he has at least 5 spades.

Understanding the Lawbook

Your opponent alerts a bid. You want to know the meaning because the answer will affect your action. You ask and get an unsure explanation. You try some more questioning but although your opponent is clearly trying his best you can get no sense out of him. You reluctantly decide you can find out nothing else so you continue the bidding, but at the end of the hand it is clear that you have been damaged by his inability to remember his system. Do you think the director will give you redress?

Let me give you two vital general principles that govern bridge play.

Firstly, the laws of bridge try hard to allow a proper bridge result to take place at the table rather than after the hand. 

Secondly, the moment anything goes wrong at the table you should call the. The director has the right to ask the player who cannot explain his system to leave the table and then ask his partner to explain his own bid. If that had happened you would have got a correct information and a normal bridge result would have occurred. I don’t think you should expect redress because you are at fault. This is going to be stressed when the new orange book comes out, probably later this year.

If players would only call the director in a pleasant and friendly manner whenever anything goes wrong life would be so much easier for everybody.












