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GCBA Programme

You can start thinking now about the  Pivot Teams which starts in April. Each evening you will play one (Swiss teams) match with each other member of the team. I know of one group of eight which has already drawn cards to organise two teams - start asking around now for team-mates!

Mondays in March run to the pattern of -

· 5th: League

· 12th: Premier Pairs

· 19th: Swiss Teams

· 26th: League

Dates to note are

· Saturday/Sunday 17th/18th March - the Portland Pairs (National Mixed Pairs) - at Cheltenham Bridge Club. This is a green point pairs event, but entries need to be in quickly.

· Sunday 1st April  - the Cotswold Cup for teams of four (one of the county's most impressive trophies) - play starts at 1415 hrs.

The County now has its Duplimate machine installed in the Cheltenham Bridge Club. The machine - which is carried in a small suitcase - plugs into the PC in the office and can be used to deal either random or pre-defined hands.

The Duplimate will be used for all coming County bridge events - provided the small amount of effort needed to load the boards and cards into the machine can be found.

National Events
The Tollemache Final took place this year without Gloucestershire. We must report that the team was therefore unplaced.

More positively, an excellent conclusion to the season has seen the County teams retain the Dawes Trophy and the Porter Cup - winning both the first and second division (and doing well in the third division) of the Midlands Counties Championship. Congratulations to the organiser / captain - Ian Constable, and to all the team.

GCBA Results 

In the fourth round of the Inter Club Knock-Out the Moseley-C team from Birmingham knocked out its second Cheltenham team, leaving only Chalford Hill as the only County representatives. They beat Bristol-A in this round and are now through to the last 16.

In Crockfords, Paul Denning's team (Richard Butland, Richard Chamberlain, Graham Cornell, Andrew Kambites) are into the last 32 and have to play against the Jones & Collins team from Warwickshire.

In the County Pairs, the final went to Don & Veronica Chidgey, who only qualified as a reserve pair! In second place were John Atthey & Andrew Kambites and in third, the winners for the past two years, Tony Hill & Graham Sadie.

In the Ace of Clubs competitions, the winners in the 32-pair final were David Atthey & Bill Wells. In second place were KA Rahim and K Nuttal.


Swiss Teams

The top four have now selected themselves for the two session final. The long time leaders (Joe & Wendy Angseesing & Graham Sadie & Peter Waggett) were well ahead with 169 VPs, followed by Noel Downes & Chris Philp, Tony Hill & Juanita Philp (on 145 VPs). Keith Stanley's team came in third on 139 VPs and storming up into fourth place came  Dudley & Paddy George with Don & Veronica Chidgey. 

When Stanley met Atthey, this hand produced a big swing.
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It started the same at both tables - from South 1(-4(-6( and now the spotlight turned on East. With such good hearts and favourable vulnerability, he should sacrifice and Keith Stanley did - but muddied the waters first by bidding 6(. The final contract here was 6(-X going four off for 800 to NS.

At the other table 6( was passed out and made. The winning defence would have been for East to start with (K. When West drops the (Q under that, he ought to get the message that a spade is wanted. Note how a Lightner double by West would have driven the North-South pair into the invincible 6(.

League

After 7 rounds, divisions one and two split into groups of four for the last three matches. In Division One the leaders are Denning on 120 VPs, Stanley on 105 VPs and Angseesing (J) on 93 VPs. Fourth place is a tie between Sproston & Constable on 55 VPs.

In Division Two the team of Geoff Hardy, Barbara Janes, Cynthia Moore, Geoff Paterson have 93 VPs against a second placed 79 (and have a game in hand). In Division Three the team of Daphne Croning, Daphne Hogarth, Ron Powis, Gill Weaver are still ahead.

The last League round was the first Monday night with pre-dealt, Duplimate boards. One was this 2( contract, defended neatly by Graham Sadie.
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After a heart led to the queen and a spade to the ace, North could see that declarer had a heart trick coming - but only if he could reach it. 

Since dummy's KQ of diamonds was a sure entry, he switched to a small diamond at trick three. Declarer won but now couldn't get to dummy again and ended by playing ace and another club and going one off. With careful play, declarer actually had two winning options - can you spot them?

Premier Pairs

After four sessions the clear leaders are John Rookwood & Patrick Shields, who have averaged over 60% per session. In second place are Graham Cornell & Paul Denning, and then Joe Angseesing & Tony Hill.

In the last round, one declarer had a chance for a top against the leading pair but missed it …

Playing in 6NT, she received a club lead …
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Relieved at avoiding a diamond lead, declarer hopped up with the (J and played a spade to the (J, which held. On this card North dropped the eight.

With eleven tricks in sight, declarer returned to dummy in hearts to lead the (T, covered by the queen and dropping North's (4. 

So the clubs were cashed, and the hearts, and finally another spade was led off dummy. With the (4 and the (9 missing, she finessed, and that lost and the contract was one off.

The answer? Not to be in such a hurry to play spades off dummy. By winning the club in hand, and playing hearts first, declarer would find out that there was a doubleton jack of hearts, and as long as the (J was retained as an entry - she had four heart tricks. Now there are always 12 tricks!

CAMROSE SUCCESS


After a heavy defeat by Scotland in the first Camrose match of the season, the Welsh team - for which Paul Denning has played in all matches - has now defeated both Irish teams by reasonably large margins.


This leaves them with England to play in the last match of the season - at Basingstoke on the weekend of 10/11 March. One of these two must overtake Scotland (who have now played all their matches) but England start with a 24 point advantage.


We wish Paul all the best as he battles with our national side!





SENIOR INTERNATIONALS


The County wishes the best of luck to Derek Rue & Keith  Stanley on their two outings into Seniors competitions in March.


They start with the play-off for the English team to play in the European Senior teams in Tenerife in June, and then play in the 6th European Seniors pairs (together this time) in Sorrento in Italy.
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Contributions welcome - to Patrick Shields, patrick@shields.demon.co.uk

Check out the GCBA web site at http://www.shields.demon.co.uk/gcba/

