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Programme


For March we have 

· Mon 4th : Winter Pairs

· Mon 11th : League

· Mon 18th : Swiss Teams

· Mon 25th : Winter Pairs

On Sunday 10th March we have the No Fear Cup, a single session event of ~28 boards, open to all players below Regional Master. Entries on the form at the  Cheltenham Bridge Club or by email or telephone to Patrick Shields.

On Wednesday 20th March we hold the Rank Xerox teams, a single session team-of-8 competition. All clubs in the County can send teams, and we may have some visitors too!

You also want to plan your team now for the Cotswold Cup, which takes place on Sunday 7th April. It'll be about 40 boards and there will be a prize for the best non-expert team.



Tollemache

The County team, led by NPC Keith Stanley, came third in the final of this year's inter-county championship in February. This equals the best the county has ever done before. The players were -

Joe Angseesing & Roger Jackson,  John Atthey & Ben Pritchard,  Richard Butland & Graham Cornell, Richard Chamberlain & Andrew Kambites, Paul Denning & Patrick Shields.

The team lost 50 imps on this hand in the first match ...
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One opponent opened the West hand as a mini-NT (10-12 points) while another opened an Acol 1(. Our NS pairs played in 5(-X making +1, and in 7(-X going off (finessing opening bidder for the (K).

Opponents played in 6( twice. One of these was following a pass by West and the other following a weak two bid in diamonds.

You might think the message here was that our Wests are under-valuing their hands, but the experience of the remainder of the weekend left the balance more in our favour.


GCBA Results

The County Pairs has been won by Richard Chamberlain & Andrew Kambites, with Joe Angseesing & Roger Jackson in second place.

The Ace of Clubs was won by KA and Veronica Rahim (Chalford Hill), with Mr M Rogers & Mr J Rogers (Corimium) in second place and Mrs J Padley & Mr A H Fatemian (Charlton Kings BC) in third.

The Newent Bowl was won by a Winchcombe team - Christine Barton, John Brown, Reg Green, and Uldene Howe.

In Crockfords Cup the last remaining county team lost. Our glory now depends on a few teams struggling on in the Crockfords Plate event.

In the Inter Club Knock-Out, the last two County teams were those led by Keith Stanley (Richard Chamberlain, Paul Denning, Derek Rue & Patrick Shields) and by KA Rahim (Roman Klis, Ken Nuttall, Roger Timmins). The first of these has just beaten the West Midlands team which recently won the competition, but the second lost its 4th round match.

In the Swiss Pairs at the EBU congress in Cyprus, first place from 112 pairs went to Heather Parker & Ruby Wissenden. Well done!

Derek Rue & Keith Stanley's team has now reached the semi-finals stage in the selection process for the English senior team.

County League

After 6 matches, leaders in Division One are the only undefeated team - Chamberlain, Denning, Kambites & Shields; the next match will determine the qualifiers when the league splits into two halves.

Still ahead in Division Two are Pam Pearce, Geoff & Joan Peel, and Allan Sanis. In Division Three leaders by 1 VP are  John Hayton, Anna McBean, Alison Pritchard & David Small.

Division One leaders had their closest call yet in the February match against the Constable team. The only large swings to Constable were against scores of +800, while they lost only one double figure swing. They could have won the match by reading this hand  ... 
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After opening 1NT, West played in 3( on a club lead. South won the ace and returned (J. The queen lost to the king and there were now 5 inescapable losers.

Although some defenders cannot be trusted, the (J systemically denied a higher honour, and the defender here was being quite honest. The best choice would have been to beat the (J with the (A, and later lead up to the queen. In practice it could be arranged that by that time North had no diamonds or spades left and even losing to a doubleton (K would lead to success (via a ruff & discard).

[Of course the defence could force defeat by taking their diamond ruff]

Swiss Teams

The 12th match gave us a nail-biting finish to the first part of the Swiss Teams, with no team guaranteed to be in the top four when it started. Successful were the teams led by Joe Angseesing, John Atthey, John Rookwood, and Judy Sanis. Unlucky losers on a split tie were Paul Denning's team.

This ambitious 3N  led to a curious ending .. .
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North led a club, declarer eventually won, knocked out the spade ace and had to decide how to play the hearts. Who has the queen? You usually look to see who is likely to hold most hearts and play for them to have it but that's not good enough here.

Unless you want to rely on diamonds as well, you actually need five heart tricks. If the suit breaks 3-3 then you simply finesse in the right direction. But if the suit breaks 4-2, then you will fail if the queen is in the long hand. 

You must assume therefore that if the suit breaks 4-2, the queen is doubleton. So we must look to the play of the clubs and spades to decide who has the length there and so is favoured to have short hearts. So we play South for the (Q and it works.


Winter Pairs

We've had two sessions now of this restructured event. Leaders off scratch are Joe Angseesing & Tony Hill with an average of 64.04% over the two sessions. Of those who have played twice, they also have the leading score with handicaps. Second on scratch is Paul Denning & John Rookwood; on handicap it is Wendy Angseesing & Peter Waggett.

This hand produced one of the wildest range of scores ...
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It's not clear what to open with the East hand; some people chose to pass but others tried 3(. When Andrew Kambites heard his partner open 3(, he thought that with three trumps, a void and five honours his hand was positively strong.

He raised to 4( and now North came in with 5(. In pass-out seat Andrew now tried 5( and that was easily doubled by Peter Waggett as South.

When declarer played (4 on the opening lead of the  trump ace, there was no way to get to dummy and West made no tricks at all! Score? ‑1100.

At another table, South chose to lead his partner's suit, after which declarer was able to dispose of all his losers and make 11 tricks. Score? +650.




ACE OF CLUBS


On hand 7 in the second session of the final, the scores ranged from +1660 to NS through to +1540 for EW. The pair who played in the cue bid 4( losing 900 did better than the people who defended the making slam in hearts in the other direction!
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Contributions welcome - to Patrick Shields, patrick@shields.demon.co.uk

Check out the GCBA web site at http://www.gcba.org.uk/

