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Programme

This month offers -

· Monday 3rd  : Winter Pairs

· Monday 10th : League 7

· Monday 17th : Winter Pairs

· Monday 24th : Swiss Teams

· Monday 31st : League 8

for which normal arrangements apply – but do start thinking now about the Summer Pairs and the Pivot Teams which start in April.

Other dates for your diary 

· Wednesday 26th March has the Rank Xerox teams – for teams-of-8 from clubs. Entries please to Lesley Harrison.

· Sunday 13th April sees the next running of the Cotswold Cup. Entry is £20 per team, including the tea and prizes presented on the day!

· The Cheltenham Congress comes 2-4th May. Entries go to Anne Swannell –brochures now available. 

· The County AGM and Mixed Pairs takes place on Sunday 18th May.



The Laws
The Laws of the game we play are longer than some books describing how to play the game – because of the number of things which can go wrong during the auction or the play. 

One problem which arose recently highlights something every player can do to keep things simpler. The bidding had proceeded 1(-P-1(, and it was clear to all that there was here an insufficient bid.

The rules are quite clear what to do about it – the first step (rule 9B1) is to call the Director “at once”. He will explain that the first option (often forgotten) is that the next hand may accept the call after which the auction continues. This hurts because now the strength of bids is often unclear – in this example opener cannot tell if responder was intending to open the bidding or meant to raise the opening 1( to 2(.

If that option isn’t taken the rules tell you what to do, and that works easily provided that the auction above is all that happened. When the auction actually went 1(-P-1( “Oops, I didn’t see the opening bid” then there is oodles of unauthorised information floating about and this can severely constrain the offending pairs’ actions. 

The way to avoid this is back to the first rule mentioned – call the Director before saying or doing anything else.

GCBA Results

In the Inter Club Knock-Out (NICKO) we have two county teams through to round V.  These are Chalford Hill (who  beat the Jones team from Bristol Bridge Club for the third year running!) and Cheltenham A.who beat a team from Bristol’s West of England Bridge Club.

Best results in the Madiera Congress were in the Mixed Pairs (Judy Sanis & Derek Rue came 4th of 67) and in the Mixed Fours (Heather Parker, Geoff & Joan Peel, and Ruby Wissenden came 6th of 54).

In Crockford’s Cup Paul Denning and Patrick Shields (with two Welshmen) have defeated David Bird’s team to progress to the last 16.



Winter Pairs

After four sessions – leading those who have played four times we have Andrew Kambites & Gill Weaver (handicap) and Roy Collard & David Hope (scratch) but when we factor in an average for those with only three sessions, they drop to third behind Tony Bullen & Steve Sasanow, and James & Mark Rogers.

 Hand 30 from the last session provided a neat discovery play.
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South opened a weak 2( and over West’ double East bid 4(. The lead was (9; declarer’s problem is now just how to find the (Q. If we assume that the lead is a singleton, then South is as likely to have long hearts as is North. 

So declarer cashed two clubs throwing a spade, and then two spades. North was quick to ruff the second spade, and was over-ruffed. Time to stop and count. South had played high low on the clubs showing four, so it’s now likely the South shape is 6214 and two top hearts draws the trumps and allows an easy 12 tricks, whichever hand holds the (Q.

Next time? North should recognise that declarer has only the long diamonds to throw on (K, and should avoid ruffing it.


Swiss Teams 6

We’ve now had 12 matches and the top four move off for an all-play-all final. The four teams are those led by Peter Waggett, Andrew Kambites, Patrick Shields and Steve Evans. Leading the remainder of the pack is Derek Rue’s team. This hand was hard work in one room, easy in the other.
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East opened 1NT which was passed around to North’s double, which in turn was passed around to West’s escape manoeuvre. By the time the auction ended, West had shown diamonds and spades, and North was in 4(.

East found a good lead of a trump and continued with ace and another after winning the (A. Declarer tried a spade to the queen and king next and West returned a  spade. At this point East was known to have only one spade but he still owed a few points for a 1N opener.

With (KQ it is often difficult to resist leading one at trick one, so North placed West with one of these, and now East needed (J to hold 12 points for his opening bid. The (A duly dropped the (J for 10 tricks.

In the other room, South played 4( and West innocently led a spade, and the potential two spade losers both disappeared!

League 6

We’re passed the half-way point in the league now and back at the top of Division One are the new partnerships of John Atthey& John Rookwood, Graham Sadie & Patrick Shields. In Division Two the leaders (Peter Bird’s team) have just lost to Ruby Wissenden’s team but retain first place. In Division Three John Hayton’s team (David Hauser, Barrett, Mike Pritchett) have moved into the lead for the first time.

From the last match -
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Many Wests opened 2( which North could easily double. Alan Wearmouth and a few others, sitting East, raised this to 4(. South doubled to show a few values and it was passed back to East.

Where that ended the auction, the diamond lead was ruffed and nothing could stop declarer making 10 tricks. Alan chose to retreat from 4( to 4(, and South – with only a doubleton spade – chose to double this. Now West ran to 5( and North – again with only a doubleton trump – doubled, and that ended the auction. 

This goes one off but this is small change for the cold slam which N-S had available to them. Did anyone bid 6(?

INDIVIDUAL


The County will run an Individual Competition on Monday 7th July (replacing one session of Summer Pairs). Mark the date in  your diary now!











LEBENSOHL (continued)


We discussed 1N-overcall-2N last newsletter as a transfer to 3(, allowing responder to select a 3-level contract. It also allows two ways to cue bid and two ways to bid 3N – either directly or after a 2NT-3( sequence.


Many players use the cue bid to show some 4-card major (a form of Stayman) and the two options to distinguish between having and lacking a stop in the opponents’ suit. Theoretically 2N to show a stop is better, but the direct 3N to show a stopper is easier on the memory.
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Contributions welcome - to Patrick Shields (01242-570710), ctd@gcba.org.uk

Check out the GCBA web site at http://www.gcba.org.uk/

