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Programme

The Monday Programme for March is:

·  1st   Winter Pairs 5

·  8th   League 7

·  15th  Swiss Teams 7

·  22nd  Winter Pairs 6

·  29th  League 8

Other dates for your diary

· Wed 24th:  Rank Xerox teams of eight. An Inter-Club competition. No team may contain more than one player of rank National Master or above.

· Sun 14th   Cotswold Cup  Teams of four at Cheltenham Bridge Club: either Swiss or Multiple Teams depending on entry numbers.

Details of these events from Patrick Shields: 01242570710

Bridge Stories

On board 5 Wife played in 3NT and slightly muddled the play, going one off. Hubby commented loudly that a mentally retarded baboon would have made the contract.

Things didn’t improve, neither did the good humour or concentration of the couple. A few rounds later they went to the wrong table and (illegally) reversed polarity so hubby was South. Board 5 appeared again on the table and the same bidding sequence left hubby in 3NT- two off. I cannot print wife’s comments in a family newsletter: it is sufficient to say that when she had been scraped off the ceiling the term ‘mentally retarded baboon’ received quite an airing.

Swiss Pairs 

With considerable help from a misdefence I made 5( doubled on this hand from the final session but I did not find the best line of play. Can you do better?

	
	( T 7 2

(  4 3 2

( A K 9 5

( A 9 4
	

	( 8 4 

( T 8 7

( J  6 4

(T 8 7 6 2
	Board : 18 Dealer: E

Vul: N/S
	( K Q J 9 6 3  

( K J 9

( Q 8 7 3

( -

	
	( A 5 

( A Q 6 5

( T 2

( K Q J 5 3
	


South   West   North   East

                                    1(
2(       P         2(        Dbl

3(       P         4(        P

5(       Dbl      All Pass

2( was a game try in clubs. 3( accepted the game try and was game forcing. It wouldn’t have hurt my partner to try 3( over 3(, allowing me to bid  3NT but he thought 3( would show extra values so he bid 4(. It seems wasteful of space to rule out the cheapest  bid in a game-forcing auction in case partner might think you are stronger than you are.

 West should have taken a goodish score by passing conceding  at worst 600 when  630 was available to N/S in 3NT but his greedy double left the result on a knife edge: top or bottom.

I won the spade lead and cashed (K. Can you see the successful line now? 

Enter dummy with (A, finesse (Q, cross to (K and ruff a diamond. Now cash (A and exit with a heart. What can the defence do?  Suppose West wins, cashes (K and perseveres with (Q. Declarer ruffs high and West can only underruff.  Declarer now ruffs his fourth heart with dummy’s (9 and makes the last two tricks with (AQ. This is a rare hand where it pays to shorten your trumps. 

National Results      For the fourth year running John Atthey was a member of the England Under 20 team that won the Peggy Bayer.
Paul Denning and Adrian Thomas were 5th at Leeds in the National Swiss Teams . 

Midland Counties League

Agains t  Oxfordshire:

Dawes (1st) :     Won 13-7 

Porter  (2nd) :     Lost 0-20       

Markham (3rd):  Lost 0-20  

The firsts have won every match and have won the Dawes with a match to spare      

GCBA Results        The No-Fear Cup  was won by Mary Bridgewater and Hussein Fatemian

At the halfway stage of the league each team has played every other team. No team is undefeated but Div 1 leaders are Paul Denning’s team, Div 2 leaders are Ian Constable’s team and Div 3 leaders are K Rahim’s team.

Understanding The  Lawbook

How can you avoid those situations when you have to decide how to deal with UI  (Unauthorised Information) from your partner? You can never expect to totally overcome the problem but the EBU gives helpful guidelines on page 9 of the orange book:

At the start of a round you have a duty to find out a) your opponents’ basic system, b) their method of leads, signals and discards, and c) the strength of their opening no-trump.

a)  is obvious.  UI is inevitable when an opponent alerts a 1( opening unexpectedly and you are startled to find they are playing precision club.

c)  attempts to avoid the UI that comes when you enquire about the strength of their no-trump, find it is strong, and then pass.

b) attempts to avoid the situations that occur when you are declarer and you ask an opponent a question that misleads him. Directors often see situations when a jack is led. Declarer has A Q 2 in dummy and K 6 4 in hand, but asks whether the jack denies a higher honour.  Inevitably this  misleads the leader’s partner who thinks his partner has the king.  Law 73C states that a player may not attempt to mislead an opponent by means of a remark, or gesture, through the haste of a call or play (as in hesitating before playing a singleton), or by the manner in which the call or play is made.

Useful Bridge Tips            Most of the time if you hear a so-called experienced player telling you that you should always or never do something he or she is talking nonsense. However if  you resolve that as a defender you will never underlead an ace against a suit contract it will almost certainly make you a better player. The reason is that an ace in your hand has the purpose of killing a king or queen in declarer’s hand. In the layout below if West either leads the ace or underleads it, he releases the king from its control and allows declarer to make tricks with the king and queen. 

             Q 8 7                           A4 3 2            J 10 9                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
      K 6 5

Defending against no-trumps you must often be prepared to give away such a cheap trick in the hope that it will come back to you in the form of one or more length tricks, but defending against a suit contract  such length tricks are unlikely. Another way of looking at it is that in no-trumps the play often revolves around the two sides trying to develop winners. In  a suit contract the play tends to revolve around declarer trying to avoid losers so defenders should aim for a tighter,  more passive defence.

There are very few exceptions to this advice on the opening lead. The most common exceptions come after dummy is faced and a defender is confident he knows what is going on. In the hand below  you are playing teams-of-four so you don’t need to worry about conceding overtricks. North doubles West’s 1( opening bid, West raises to 2( and South makes a free bid of 2(. North jumps to 4( and West leads (K.       

	
	( A K Q 5

( 7

(A K Q JT

( 9 7 2
	

	( 6 4

(AK962

( 5 3 2

( A J 3
	Board :  Dealer: 

Vul:
	( 8 7 

( J 5 4 3

( 8 7 4 

( K 8 6 4

	
	( J T 9 3 2

( Q T 8 

( 9 6 

( Q T 6
	


It should be obvious to West that the only way to defeat 4( is with a heart and 3 clubs. Passive defence won’t work because declarer will draw trumps, discard clubs on dummy’s diamonds and  cross-ruff. West must assume East has (K and switch to (3.

If you really feel it is right to lead a suit in which you have an unsupported age against a suit contract it is usually best to lead the ace. In the auction below North/South have settled in five-of-a-minor rather than 3NT. You are on lead with:

(J 7 6   (7 4 3 2  (A J 5 3   ( 6 2

South  West  North  East       1(         No        1(         No 2(          No        2(         No 3(          No         5(          No No           No

2( is fourth-suit-forcing.

It is likely that they are  weak in diamonds and that unless you attack diamonds either declarer’s diamonds will be discarded on dummy’s spades or dummy’s diamonds will go on declarer’s hearts. Lead (A.













