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Programme 

The Monday Programme for March is:

· 7th       League 8

·  14th   Swiss Pairs 7

·  21st    Swiss Teams 7 

·  28th   Summer Pairs 1

Other dates for your diary

· 23rd    Rank Xerox Teams

Charity Swiss Teams

On Sunday April 3 there will be a sociable Swiss Teams held at Wootton Under Edge starting at 11am, proceeds to go to the Cotswold Care Hospice.  The entry price of £14 includes food.  You can get information and an entry form from Colin Lennox on 01453 842538 .

Director Stories

EBU Tournament directors find it mandatory to score points off fellow directors. Some years ago I was playing and there was a ‘Director’ call from the next table. The director had some way to travel and came to my table by mistake.

 ‘What is the problem?’ he said. 

 ‘Well’, I said, ‘I opened 1♦, partner bid 1♠,  I rebid 2♥ and he then bid 3♣. I don’t know what to do now’.

 The director was not amused. ‘Do you mean to say you called me all this way to tell me that rubbish?’ he said. 

‘No’ I replied. ‘It was the next table that called you.’ 

 ‘Why didn’t you tell me?’ he exclaimed in an exasperated voice. 

 My reply? ‘You asked me what the problem was, so I told you. There is no pleasing some people.’ 

Midland Counties League 

After some unimpressive recent results Gloucesteshire can feel rather more satisfied with three victories against Warwickshire. 

Dawes:       Won 13-7

Porter:        Won 15-5

Markham:   Won 18-2

Swiss Pairs

Duplicate pairs
brings into play factors which have no real part in teams of four. Look at this hand from the January Swiss Pairs
	
	( 2

( K 6

( A J 7 4

( A K Q532
	

	( A K 9

( A 8 742 

( Q 8

( J T 4
	Board :  Dealer: 

Vul:
	(  J 8 4 3

( J 5 3

( T 9 8 2

( 9 6

	
	( Q T 7 6 5 

(  Q T 9

( K 8 5

( 8 7
	


South West North   East


    1♥     Dbl      P

1♠
     P       2♣      P

2♥      P       3NT    End

East led a heart to West’s ♥A and West returned a heart. East chose to discard  diamonds rather than spades on the clubs so declarer took 12 tricks. Making 12 tricks was worth 28 match points (out of 34) for North/South and only 6 for East/West.

Suppose that West had simply cashed ♠A K after taking ♥A. That would have been worth only 13 points for North/South and 21 for East West. All West had to do was cash his three top tricks to turn a score of under 20% into one of over 60%. Could he have known?
North’s double followed by 2♣ showed a hand too strong for an initial 2♣. When he jumped to 3NT he showed a very strong hand indeed. He must have at least 6 solid clubs, the ♦A and ♥K. Returning a heart gives him at least 10 tricks (6 clubs, 2 diamonds and 2 hearts). If declarer has the ♦J or 7 clubs (not at all unlikely) as well then 10 tricks become 11. Therefore if West counts he will see that making 3 tricks is the most he can hope for and he would do well to take them quickly before they vanish. 

Swiss Teams

This hand from 17 January  is a text-book battle between declarer and defence. 

	
	( A 6 2

( Q T 7

( A Q 8 6

( A Q 5
	

	( 8 4 3

( 8 6

(J 9 7 3 2

( 8 6 3 
	Board 18  Dealer:E

Vul: NS
	(  K Q T 7 5

( K J 5 4

( K 4

( J 2

	
	( J 9

( A 9 3 2

( T 5

( K T 9 7 4
	


North played in 3NT after East had opened 1♠ as dealer. East leads ♠K, followed by ♠Q. Declarer takes the third spade and runs clubs, discarding two diamonds from his hand. However West  signals,  the fact that East didn’t open 1NT with a hand that was clearly in the 12-14 point range makes it a racing certainty that East has 5 spades. 

East can easily discard two hearts, but what then? If he discards a spade declarer can lead a heart to his ♥10. setting up a heart trick. So East must discard 3 red cards. The best he can do is to discard a diamond and 2 hearts, and he must not agonise on the fifth club before discarding the diamond. Best is to see the problem discard the diamond early. However declarer really cannot get it wrong.  East is known to have just three red cards left, so one of his red kings must be singleton. Declarer doesn’t need to know which one. He just lays down both red aces.

GCBA Results

Many congratulations to Geoff and Joan Peel who won the County Pairs Final. Three pairs were equal second: Roy Collard and Mark Hearsay: Ian and Val Constable and Nick Symonds and Howard Davies. Since the top three are eligible to represent Gloucestershire in the Corwen Trophy the chief tournament director has an interesting three-way tie to split for the equal seconds.

Winners of the No Fear Cup were Kit and Val Braunholtz.

Winners of the Monday night two-session pairs event were John Goodwin and Albert Sprotson

National Results   John Atthey was once again in the England team that won the Peggy Bayer (home countries under 20  series)

Congratulations to Pam Pearce and Lindsay Geddes who were fifth in the National Ladies Pairs

Understanding The  Lawbook                Law 61B says that: Declarer may ask a defender who has failed to follow suit whether he has a card of the suit led. Dummy may ask declarer. Defenders may ask declarer but (unless the Zonal Organisation so authorises) not one another. Our Zonal Organisation (the European Bridge League) have not so authorised. 

There is good reason for this. When a defender (ILLEGALLY) says to his partner: ‘Having no clubs?’ there is inevitable a question mark in the tone of voice that expresses surprise. This conveys UI to partner that declarer has  more clubs than the bidding would indicate. 

If you are a defender and you believe your partner has revoked, you can do nothing about it. You cannot help him by leaving your card face upwards on the table in the hope that he notices: the law treats that as though you had asked an illegal question.

Of course in real life defenders do ask the illegal question, or in some other way illegally draw partner’s attention to it.  When law 61B has been violated then law 63B comes into play. If the revoker has had his attention illegally drawn to his revoke he must correct his revoke,  but at the end of the hand his side will still have to pay the 1 or 2   trick penalty as described in law 64B.           


















