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GCBA Programme

The Winter 2000 programme of events has just drawn to a close, and the summer 2001 programme has started. The key dates this month are -

· 7th: Summer Pairs

· 14th: Pivot Teams 2

· 21st: Summer Teams 1

· 28th: Summer Pairs

This is also the time of year when the programme for next year is formulated. Now is the time to pass on any bright ideas, and thoughts - positive or negative - about the Swiss Pairs, Swiss Teams, League, Winter Pairs etc to any member of the committee.

Dates to note are

· The County AGM and Mixed Pairs will be held on Sunday 20th May at Cheltenham Bridge Club, starting at 1415 hrs.

At the County AGM there will be the presentation of prizes and the election of the new GCBA committee. If you want to see things happen differently next year, this is your chance to make that happen. The County organisation is run by volunteers; except perhaps for one or two offices, Committee membership is not an onerous task (say 6 meetings a year) and representation from all parts of the County is important. Nominations for the committee should be placed on the form on the notice board at Cheltenham Bridge Club.

County Knock-Out

The County Knock-Out has only one round to go. Following the demise of the Stanley team in round 1, and the Rue team in round 2, the Denning team disappeared in round 3 to the team of Tony Hill & Juanita Philp, Noel Downes & Chris Philp. The favourites had a comfortable 30 imps lead going into the last eight boards but then …
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Noel, sitting South, stretched to open a strong no-trump with his average 14-count. Chris transferred into diamonds with 2NT and Noel bid 3( to show positive support for diamonds.

Chris now leapt to 4( as a slam try in diamonds, showing a shortage in hearts. This wasn't good news to South, so he signed off in 5( but Chris knew that such a contract wouldn't win the match, so he bid a sixth.

West had a dilemma now. A spade lead looks obvious but his partner had doubled the 4( bid to ask for a club lead (doubling a splinter to ask for that suit is rarely productive).

Whichever he chose declarer would end up taking the winning heart finesse to get a discard of dummy's losing spade and that was +1370 and 12 imps back.

GCBA Results

Our last team in the national Inter Club Knock-Out - the Chalford Hill team (John Atthey, Ian & Val Constable, Andrew Kambites) obtained a bye in the round of 16 after their opponents mangled the arrangements for the match (more than once).

In the Gold Cup the only Cheltenham team which had to play in round three (four got byes) was that led by Graham Sadie; their outing to Wales  was unsuccessful.

In the National Under-19 Pairs John Atthey & Roger Brown came second, while Greg Moss & Reignolde M-Jones came fourth.

In the Flight A Swiss Teams at the Easter Festival in London, John Atthey & Roger Brown, Andrew Kambites & Marco Alcalay came 3rd of 82 teams. 

Greg Moss & Reignolde M-Jones played in the Oxford University team which won the Portland Cup match against Cambridge.


Correction : Anne Swannell & Martin Kane came 5th not 7th in the Portland Pairs.

Pivot Teams

The Pivot Teams (swiss teams but partner changes for each match) got started in April with a good show of 14 teams. The Denning team had to miss the first match as one of their squad forgot the date, so they have some catching up to do on the first placed team, which is John Atthey, Ian & Val Constable, John Goodwin & Andrew Kambites.

This hand produced many swings in the second match -
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East opened a third-in-hand 1( leaving South with an interesting choice to make. Some Souths bid 5( and had to play there, sometimes doubled, and with a heart lead could only manage 9 tricks.

One South chose 3NT which has remarkable chances of success. If West leads his partner's suit then declarer has nine quick tricks. Better perhaps is to lead the (A and watch for a signal from partner.

Another way to beat 3NT was Peter Waggett's choice as East; he bid 4( and now West's conversion to 4( finished the bidding. South led his spade against this, and when he won the first heart under-led his diamonds, hoping for a ruff. No luck but the contract was still one off!

League

The League has now completed. The positions in Division One were known but well done to Richard Chamberlain, Paul Denning, Andrew Kambites, Martin Kane and Patrick Shields for winning for a fifth consecutive year, and with a record 177 out of the 200 available VPs.

The Ghestem convention is the Director's nightmare because of the trouble caused by failures to remember it or to correctly explain it. However, it proved to the winning team's advantage on hand 19 of the final league match.
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When West overcalled South's opening 1( bid with 2(, he showed both black suits. East could tell there was a double fit and so he bid 3( over 3(. Nothing could keep West quiet now and it ended in 5( doubled for +850. 

In the other room, the 2( cue bid had been Michaels and - with ambiguity about the second suit - East wasn't inclined to compete and North was allowed to play the hand in 5(. 

This example should not be taken as encouragement to adopt Ghestem!

More Results

The final (playoff) session of the Winter Pairs produced a win for Norman Grieve & John Stirrup.

The first Dawes/Porter match of the new season. was against Worcestershire and three teams set out for this away fixture and all three came back with 20 VPs and left their hosts with none!

The Cotswold Cup was won by Joe Angseesing & Roger Jackson, and Paul Denning & Martin Kane. The latter pair have now won this trophy for the past three years.

The RANK XEROX teams was won by Eagle Star with British Energy in second place.

Division Two of the County League was won by Geoff Hardy, Barbara Janes, Cynthia Moore and Geoff Paterson.

Division Three of the County League was won by Daniel Bouvet, Norman Grieve, John Stirrup and George Thompson.

In the Cheltenham Congress

 - the Teams Championship was won by Roy Collard & Mark Hearsay, Steve Darke & David Hope. The first pair also won the Mixed Teams. this time with   Wendy Angseesing & Albert Sproston
-the best locals in the Pairs were Chris Kinloch & Graham Sadie who came second.

-the Mixed Pairs was won by Anne Swannell & Peter Walker. The Mens Pairs was won by Paul Clarke & Geoffrey Paterson. The No Fear Pairs was won by Alliette Sladen & Geoff Thomas.



AND SO IT MIGHT BE NO SURPRISE THAT -





Ben Pritchard has been (jointly with Oliver Burgess of Manchester) named English Bridge Union's Young Player of the Year.





WELL DONE, BEN.
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Contributions welcome - to Patrick Shields, patrick@shields.demon.co.uk

Check out the GCBA web site at http://www.shields.demon.co.uk/gcba/

