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Programme

For May we have 

· Mon 6th  : Summer Pairs

· Mon 13th : League 10

· Mon 20th : Pivot Teams

· Mon 27nd : Summer Pairs

The County year ends this month with the AGM taking place on Sunday 19th May. Nominations for the committee should be made in advance of the meeting – there is a list on the notice board in Cheltenham Bridge Club (CBC) and new faces are always welcome.

The AGM (starting at 1415 hrs) is followed by the County Mixed Pairs. All are welcome. Entries please either  on the list at CBC or by phone or email to Patrick Shields (see footnote for details).

The Cotswold Cup has been re-arranged for Sunday 9th June, with a 14.15 hrs start at CBC. Each club in the county has been invited to send along, free of charge,  its club champions as a team. A club must declare by 2nd June to take advantage of this offer! All GCBA members are welcome too, but with the usual charge of £14 per team, which includes their afternoon tea.

The GCBA is organising another one-day Green Point Swiss Teams event at the Cheltenham Racecourse, on Saturday 28th September. Save the date and be on the look out for the entry forms, which will appear soon.



More Events

The Cheltenham Bridge Club, with some help from the GCBA, is organising a Golden Jubilee event on Saturday 6th July. It starts at 1500 hrs in the CBC. It repeats the format used in the Millennium celebrations, whereby teams enter as a team-of-3 (cost £15) and draw lots for an “expert” to join the team. In the six (Swiss Teams style) matches, the expert will play in turn with each of the others.

The top three in the County Pairs (Richard Chamberlain & Andrew Kambites, Joe Angseesing & Roger Jackson, Geoff Hardy & Cynthia Moore) will play in the CORWEN trophy at the end of the month. The date has changed and is now 25-26th May. Good luck!



GCBA Results

In Crockfords Plate the last remaining county team fell at a Somerset hurdle. They are embarrassed. Let’s say no more.

In the Inter Club Knock-Out, the Cheltenham-A team is due to play its sixth round match (round of 16) at the West Of England club on 21st May.

In the Jenkins Trophy at Newent, the winners were Guy Van der Gucht & Ruby Wissenden, with Barbara Janes & Heather Parker.

The County Knock Out final (48 boards) will take place on Thursdays 16th and 30th of May.

The final match took place to determine the English Seniors team for this year’s European Championship, but the team with Derek Rue & Keith Stanley failed to perform well. So Paul Denning will be our only member playing in Salsomaggiore. However …
Junior Internationals

The Junior European Championships take place this year in Torquay, and we have four Gloucestershire players involved. In the Under-25 category, Ben Handley-Pritchard is playing, while in the under-20s we have 3 players  - John Atthey (with Ben Green), and  Roger Brown  with Greg Moss. Torquay  isn’t too far away, so consider a visit if you have the time to spare.  There’s sure to be some exciting bridge.

County League

Keith Stanley’s team are back in the lead in Division One and their final match against the second placed team (Denning) will determine the title. In the lower half, teams led by Sproston, Angseesing (W) & Constable are on scores of 75, 74 and 74 VPs respectively.

In Div Two the Allan Sanis team are well ahead in first place (but could be caught, in theory) and in Div Three the lead held by Roman Klis, Ken Nuttall, KA and Veronica Rahim, and Roger Timmins, has now extended to 33 VPs.

This hand cost one leading team dearly …
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South opened a very weak 2(. It was clear for West to pass and North decided things could only get better, so he bid 2(.

East chose 2NT and South passed. Unfortunately West stopped to think about this and convinced himself that, since the opposition had bid two suits and were in a forcing situation, this was obviously an unusual 2NT. So he jumped immediately to 5(. 

North knew what to do with this and when the smoke cleared it had cost –1100. Do you know if 2NT is natural or unusual in that situation? Most people play     1(-P-1(-1N as natural, but that 1(-P-2(-2N is unusual. So?

Swiss Teams

In the Swiss Final, Joe Angseesing’s team (Wendy, Graham Sadie, Peter Waggett) held on just ahead of John Atthey’s squad (Richard Chamberlain, Martin Kane, Patrick Shields). In the Swiss part of the competition, the Paul Denning team has won easily.

The winners gained by luck on this hand but declarer could have made it anyway …
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Everyone played 3N by North and had a diamond lead. Winning that in hand and a heart to the queen seems obvious. Most people now failed by leading a club to the ten and jack, after which East could clear the diamonds and later get in with the (A.

The winning line is to focus on not losing the lead to East. Best is a spade; either the first or second round is won by the (Q, and now another heart towards dummy sets up three heart tricks. 

East plays either a spade or a diamond to dummy. The (K must be with West, so crossing to the (K and running the (T is best. If it loses, then finessing the (K on the way back is needed. Logic allows few other choices in the play, but no-one managed this!


Pivot Teams

The first round of the Pivot Teams was last month and 14 teams turned up. The leaders after three matches are (jointly) Joan Peel’s team (Geoff Peel, Cynthia Moore & Geoff Paterson) and Joe Angseesings’ team (Roger Jackson, Noel Downes, Graham Sadie).
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This hand produced plenty of swings. East-West can make 4( but 4( by North is a more likely contract. West will bid both hearts and clubs and East should lead a club, since there is a better chance of setting up tricks there.

After the (J scores, West will test the water with a top heart  (after all partner might have had a void) and diagnose the situation correctly. But given the layout, how do you beat the contract?

The answer is to play (A and a third club. Whether or not North ruffs high, East’s (9 is promoted into the setting trick. If declarer tries to make the contract by ruffing low, East will find the diamond return to put the contract two off!




Cheltenham Bridge Club have organised a bridge seminar on Wednesday 19th June, starting 1900 hrs, led by some top county players . All are welcome.





Wootton Under Edge Bridge Club


is holding a friendly teams-of-4 game for all standards of bridge players, to raise money for the Town Hall, on Sunday 23rd June.


It takes place in the Civic Centre, and starts at 1300 hrs. The entry fee is £50 per team and includes refreshments. 


Point of contact is Colin Lennox on 01453-842538.
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Contributions welcome - to Patrick Shields (01242-570710), ctd@gcba.org.uk

Check out the GCBA web site at http://www.gcba.org.uk/

