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Programme

The Monday Programme for May is:

· 1st   Summer Pairs

· 8th  League

· 15th  Pivot Teams

· 22nd  Pivot Teams

· 29th  Summer Pairs

Other Dates:

May 21st at 2-15 Cheltenham Bridge Club. AGM and Mixed Pairs. You can just turn up on  day but that makes it hard for those who do the catering. Please enter by contacting chief TD Paul Denning on 01684 293603

Bridge Story

An internationally known bridge personality has calmed down greatly since his younger days. I remember him having a costly and embarrassing bidding misunderstanding with a far calmer partner. All hell broke loose as his partner was accused of every ineptitude that is possible, and a few more besides. His partner weathered the storm and when there was a momentary lull in the onslaught he said in a quite voice, but one that the whole room could hear: ‘So am I to take it that you disapprove of my bidding? Our personality was left gasping as he tried to respond, but couldn’t find any words.

League 6 March

This amusing hand featured a slight misplay by North. How many tricks do you think one little error can cost the defence?
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( A J 9
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( 5 2
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(J T 9 7 4
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2♦ was the multi. South’s double showed values. West’s 2♥ said West was content to play in 2♥ if East had a weak 2♥ bid. East’s 2NT showed a balanced 20-22 points. South led ♥2.

Suppose North wins ♥A and switches to a spade. The defence can take the first 8 tricks, and South will still make his ♦K. Declarer makes a sad 4 tricks:  –400. Derek Rue (on a spade lead) went four off in 2NT, taking the only legitimate chance to make it (doubleton ♣Q).

Unfortunately North played ♥9. Declarer won with ♥Q, cashed ♣A and ♦A before the ♦Q, giving South a trick with ♦K. South then did some counting. East’s 2NT had promised 20-22 points. He had shown ♣A (and presumably held ♣K), ♦A Q (and presumably ♦J) and trick 1 marked East with ♥A Q. That makes 20 points. He decided that North must hold ♠K, otherwise East would be too strong for the 20-22 2NT bid. South underled ♠A Q and was puzzled when East produced ♠K. East now had 9 tricks and this became 11 when a confused South discarded a club. Yes, it could have been 12 but declarer had discarded one of dummy’s clubs!  The consequences of trick 1 had cost the defenders 7 tricks!

So why did North play the ♥9? No doubt he saw his ♥J 9 surrounding dummy’s ♥10 and thought the situation was analogous to this layout:



Q 9 5

J 7 6 3 2

K T 4



A 8

Here there are two honours surrounding dummy’s Q with just one ‘gap’ (the J). If West leads the 3 and dummy plays the 5 then East must play his 10 to stop declarer making a trick with the Q.  However it is one thing to keep your ♥J in reserve to squash dummy’s ♥T: here you could accomplish this by playing a proper ‘third hand high’ ie. the ace.

League 27 February

	
	( 9 5 3 2

( K T 9 6

( 7 6

( K J 5
	

	( J T 

( 8 5

( AJT943

( Q 9 6
	Board:  27 Dealer: S

Vul: None
	(  8 7

( A J 7 4 3

( 8 5

( T 8 4 2

	
	( A K Q 6 4

( Q 2

( K Q 2

( A 7 3
	


South West North East

2♦       P      3♥       P

3NT    All pass

Richard Chamberlain and I had the above auction to the wrong contract. 2♦ was multi: weak two in major or strong balanced. With the North hand I want to bid 3♥ if partner has a weak two to prevent opponents entering the auction. South will pass 3♥ or correct to 3♠ if he has a weak two in spades. However I only succeed in pre-empting my side if South has the strong option so if South is strong/balanced 2♥ works better because he rebids 2NT and we have all our Stayman responses available. Richard suggested afterwards that his 3NT was wrong: my 3♥ bid guaranteed at least 3 cards in each major so he felt he should have made the highly unusual bid of 4♠.

Alan Wearmouth led ♦J. Richard won ♦K, crossed to dummy with ♣K and led a low heart. Tony Hill cannot be blamed for playing low and Richard sneaked a ninth trick with the ♥Q. He had no way of knowing that Alan did not have ♦J 10 9 x x.

This was a hand where modern leading and signalling methods would have paid dividends. Playing strong ten leads West would have led the ♦10, promising either the J or 9 and a higher non-touching honour. That in itself would not conclusively alert East to the need to rise with the ♥A and fire back a diamond because West’s diamonds could still be only ♦K 10 9 x x, but suppose East/West were playing Smith Peters. That means that when declarer first plays a suit, defenders show their attitude to their own led suit. Here when South led a club at trick 2 West would play ♣9. The message would be: you know from my strong ten lead that my diamonds are at worst quite good: they are even better than you might think: please grab the lead as soon as you can and lead back a diamond.

You have seen an example in which the opening leader used a Smith Peter to express enthusiasm about his own suit. The partner of opening leader can also show an unexpectedly good holding in 
his partner’s suit.

(i)


♥ 7 5

♥ A T 6 3 2


♥ Q J 4




♥ K 9 8
In (i) West leads ♥ 3 against 3NT. East’s ♥J is taken by declarer’s ♥K. When declarer plays a suit East makes a Smith Peter to tell West he has ♥Q.

(ii)


♥ 7 5

♥ Q T 6 3 2


♥  K J 4




♥ A 9 8

In (ii) West leads ♥ 3 against 3NT. East’s ♥K is taken by declarer’s ♥A. When declarer plays a suit East makes a Smith Peter to tell West he has ♥J.

National Results.

Our junior players have been enjoying more success. Greg Moss was a member of the first Oxford University team to win a varsity match since 1998. Greg, playing with Mike Bell, represented England’s Under 25s in a high quality junior international tournament in Holland.  Also very well done to Dan MacIntosh and Fred Pitel who won the Harry Scully Cup at the Schools festival of bridge. 

Patrick Shields and Paul Denning entered a team in the Cardiff league. Over the season they invited other Gloucestershire players to make up the team. They won this league which had most of the Welsh national team playing for different teams.












