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GCBA Programme

The season is now well underway, with most competitions started. The new experiment with Swiss Pairs finishes this month - do be sure to pass comments onto the Tournament sub-committee.

The last Monday of October saw the qualifying round for the county championship. The leading two teams were

1.
Peter Bird & Tony Davey, Geoff & Joan Peel

2.
Norah Allen & Ivor Hoskins, Colin Wadsworth & Alex Selsby.

They will be seeded #1 and #2 in the knock-out stage, and cannot meet again until the final. Surprise disqualification was a foursome of County first team players who produced an amazing -57 imps over the 26 boards.
Mondays in November run along the regular pattern

· 6th: League

· 13th: Swiss Pairs

· 20th: Swiss Teams

· 27th: League

Some dates to note are

· Sunday 12 Nov : Dawes / Porter match, away against Northamtonshire.

· Sunday 19 Nov : Leslie Everitt  multiple teams with invited teams from neighbouring counties. Entry form on the board.

Hesitations
Bidding following a hesitation by partner is fraught with difficulties and it is no surprise that many bridge players fall into one particular trap.

That trap is the belief that you should bid as if there was no hesitation. The law explicitly says - that is not good enough!

When the rules were put together, the law makers correctly recognised that the statement "I was going to bid this way before the hesitation happened" could never be proved, and therefore offered a way out for anyone who wanted to take illegal advantage of partner's hesitation.

The law makers decided you must not just act correctly, but be seen to act correctly. The rules say that you must consider which options are Logical Alternatives (LA) and if any are encouraged by partner's hesitation, you must choose from amongst the others.

This is not intended to force some outrageous bid on you. A LA is a bid which could, with the bidding so far and this hand in mind, be the right answer.

Sometime a LA will actually be the winning bid, and sometime not. As in any game of bridge, we must accept the rough with the smooth, and understand that it is for the good of the game that we cannot do just what we intended to do before the hesitation took place.

GCBA Results Service

The Bredon Vale Cup was won by Gloucester (G Hannaford, P Kendal, B Overton, A Sproston) with British Energy A in second place.

The Leonard Cup was won by Mrs JM Jackson & Mrs SE Hetherington, with Mrs MF Jones & Mr AH Fatemian in second place.

The second round draw is out for the Inter Club Knock-Out, pairing the Cheltenham teams against Moseley-B, Worcester-A, West of England-C, Bristol-B, and Heathercroft-B.

The second round Crockford Cup draw sees 

J. Angseesing - Brierly (Avon),

I. Constable - Ratcliffe (Avon),

P. Denning - Patrick (Avon),

L. Harrison - Evans (Avon),

J. Rookwood - Davis (Avon).

No results are known yet.

In the Hubert Phillips, Lesley Harrison's team won a very close match (400 points over 30 boards) against Pat Davies & Gwyn Davies & the Austwicks from Avon. The last hand saw Paul Denning needing to unblock his high spades from QJ6 to avoid an end-play and this he did, and the team gained +760 points on that board!
Please can you let me know of other results to fill out this column!

Swiss Teams 2000-01

After the first four matches in the Swiss, the two leading positions are unchanged - the team led by John Atthey (Paul Denning, Andrew Kambites, Patrick Shields), and then the Joe Angseesing team (Wendy Angseesing, Graham Sadie, Peter Waggett).

Andrew Kambites missed a chance to star on this hand from a third round match (but still gained an imp!) 
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Playing in 3NT from the West side, the (K lead was ducked and a second club won by the queen. Declarer only made eight tricks but was quick to point out that he could have done better.

Look at the effect on North of winning at trick one and cashing the diamonds. He can discard two small hearts but then has to discard two clubs. Now declarer can play a heart, win (Q and continue hearts.

This sets up the ninth trick for declarer before the defence can make a trick of the (KQ. A curious example of a squeeze without the count - in fact North is squeezed when declarer still has four tricks to lose!

League 2000-01

A few more entries have arrived for the County League and we are pleased to report we now have the usual 8 teams in division one.

After the first two matches the leaders in the three divisions are

· Keith Stanley (Richard Butland, Graham Cornell, John Rookwood, Derek Rue, Graham Sadie) with 38/40 VPs.

· Paul Clark (Geoff Foster, Ivor Hoskins, Steve Oates) with 27 VPs.

· Daniel Bouvet (Norman Grieve, John Stirrup, G Thompson) with 20 VPs.

One wild hand which occurred in the last league match was this manually dealt collection -

( ---

( JT8543

( AKQJ854

( ---

At one table this hand opened 1( and - to his great surprise - partner responded 1(. The opposition did come into the auction but he managed to stop in 6( which was right opposite partner's (A9762 when the missing hearts broke 2-0.

It was a flat board!

Swiss Pairs 2000-01

After the first six matches, the leaders are John Goodwin & Albert Spronston with 98 VPs from a possible 120, followed by Patrick Phair & Jim Simons with 91 VPs. There are three matches to go, with another 60 VPs at stake, so many pairs are still in with a chance.

One hand which few managed to handle was this. 
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( 84

( T74

( T85

( AK972
Match 6 Board 28
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The normal contract was 4( by East on the (K lead. Declarer wins and the simplest line is to cash two hearts and run clubs.

The crucial decision falls to South on the third round of clubs. Those who ruffed found that declarer was left with a spade loser (the 3rd was ruffed in dummy), a diamond loser and this ruff (where declarer discarded his other diamond).

Those who paused, and then discarded, found they got on lead again with either spades or diamonds, could now cash (Q and declarer now had to lose two spades and was one down.

The only two players who defended this way against 4( collected 25 MPs from a possible 26. I was sitting East when this happened!  (((
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Contributions welcome - to Patrick Shields, patrick@shields.demon.co.uk

Check out the GCBA web site at http://www.shields.demon.co.uk/gcba/

