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News


We have a 4-Monday month in November - your delights will be

· Mon 5th: Mens/Ladies Prs

· Mon 12th: League

· Mon 19th: Swiss Teams

· Mon 26th: Swiss Pairs

The County has now held (on Monday nights) qualifying rounds for both the County Pairs and County Teams championships. But if you've missed these it's not all over ...

This year any County club can hold a qualifying round of either of these, and at no extra expense. Any pairs evening can be turned into a heat of the County Pairs - with the top 50% qualifying. Even people who have played in an earlier heat can try again.

It's not quite the same in the County Teams. Again any club can hold a heat (before 3rd December) and all scores of 0+ will qualify for the next round. But this time anyone who has competed already in a heat can play but cannot qualify. If you want to compete in these, please chase your club organiser.


Tollemache Team

The team was announced last month and now we can declare that the non playing captain is Keith Stanley. Richard Butland has been appointed coach and has already run the first coaching session. A match against the Worcestershire Tollemache team has been arranged for Wednesday 7th November.

County Knock Out

We had twelve teams play in the qualifying round on 29th October; only four teams had plus scores. The winners were Paul Denning & Andrew Kambites, Martin Kane & Patrick Shields. Other captains whose team qualified were Derek Rue, Allan Sanis and Joe Angseesing. The next round is Monday 3rd December.

County Pairs Qual

We had 31 pairs compete in the County run heat and the top 15 have qualified for the semi-final on Sunday 6th January. Leading the qualifiers were Wendy Angseesing & Peter Waggett, with John Atthey & Derek Rue in second place.


GCBA Results

In Crockfords, there are four Gloucestershire teams in round two - two playing oppo from Worcestershire, and two from Avon.

We had 2 two teams in round 4 of the Hubert Philips (Mixed Teams) competition. The team of Joe & Wendy Angseesing, John Atthey & Andrew Kambites beat the strong Midlands team led by Margaret Armstrong. The Sanis team's result in round four is not yet known. 

In the Inter Club Knock-Out  the County has five teams left. The Cheltenham teams have opposition from Avon and Hereford, while Gloucester plays against the Menagerie from Oxford, and Chalford Hill plays Bristol.

County League

Division one is very close with Stanley (on 38 VPs) and Denning (on 37 VPs) due to meet in the next match! Division two is being led by Peter Bird's team, and division three by Angela Verrion's.

There were a lot of slam hands about in match 2, but this was probably the wildest ...
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Where North opened 2NT it was very difficult for East-West to enter the auction. The most likely continuation is a transfer into 3( and then the club suit is introduced. North gets very excited now but he cannot count the tricks needed to bid 7( with confidence.

When one North opened a strong 1(, Steve Darke & David Hope had no hesitation in intervening, and eventually sacrificed in 6( over 6(. They lost an extra trick in the play for -1100 points on the board.

Their team-mates started the auction with an Acol 1( and did in fact bid the grand slam. It was looking like a flat board as East-West sacrificed in 7(, but Steve & David's team-mates bid on to the hopeless 7NT. It needs a revoke to allow it to make, and nearly got one!


Swiss Teams

We're now up to 24 teams and after four matches it's close at the top - Joe Angseesing's team is in first place with 60 VPs, and then Paul Denning's with 57 and teams led by John Atthey and by John Rookwood with 56 VPs.

This hand tested the bidding....
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The first problem was East's; while most opened 3(, some considered that, in these days of super aggressive pre-empts, this hand was just too good, and so opened 1(.

Over 3( South doubles and North has a choice; if partner has spades he wants to play 4(, but if not he'd prefer 3NT. In the first case South will drive to a slam; in the latter case North should realise that South's conversion to 4( shows a hand too good to bid 4( over 3(, and now North will drive to the slam.

When East opened 1( South again doubled and North was more comfortable in jumping, this time to 2( over a 1( bid. Our gallant South muddied the waters with a 3( cue bid, and rambled on to 6(.

It looks like only when South takes charge, and finds two aces opposite, will the grand slam be bid. 

Swiss Pairs

In session two we had 7 new pairs and four drop outs leaving exactly 20 tables. No-one has managed six wins from six matches. The joint leaders with 90 VPs from a possible 120 are Wendy Angseesing & Peter Waggett, Graham Sadie & Patrick Shields. 

This hand proved too difficult for many...
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South usually started with a weak 1NT and North proceeded to transfer into spades and continue with diamonds. At this point South could either raise to 4( or make an advanced cue bid of 4(. Whatever, the outcome is surely 6( played by North.

Less that half the tables managed to get to this contract. Did they all clock up +1370? No, less than half of them did!

With nine top tricks the way to a slam clearly lies in ruffing out the spades. Most declarers did this, but some drew too many trumps first. Oops! Others drew only one trump and then turned to spades, but they drew that with (A and now were over-ruffed in spades. The careful few played spades first and ruffed twice with South's top trumps.

Baby Philp





On 30th September Juanita Philp gave birth to  Catalina. The parents are recovering well and would like to pass on their thanks to all well-wishers from Gloucestershire.





Catalina paid her first visit to a bridge club on 26th October - but  by the time she arrived play had already started and she wasn't able to have a game.





The family are now living in Bournemouth.





Rules Reminder


The Director must be summoned at once when attention is drawn to an


irregularity.





Lesley Everett Cup


Newcomers Teams


Coming at 1415 hrs on Sunday 18th November, at CBC.


All welcome - entries on notice board at CBC or to CTD.


Cost is £14 per team, includes food.
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Contributions welcome - to Patrick Shields, patrick@shields.demon.co.uk

Check out the GCBA web site at http://www.gcba.org.uk/

