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Programme

This month we have

· Monday 2nd : Knock Out Qualifying

· Monday 9th : Swiss Pairs

· Monday 16th : Swiss Teams

· Monday 23th : Winter Pairs

New pairs and teams can enter the Swiss Pairs and Teams, provided they notify the Chief Tournament Director in advance. Other dates for your diary

· First Monday of the New Year is the County Individual.


C

In the Swiss Pairs

Session 1: 8 won 3 matches, 3 won 0

Session 2: 6 won 3, 5 won 0

Session 3 : 6 won 3, 4 won 0


GCBA Results

In the Inter Club Knock-Out (NICKO) four of the seven Cheltenham teams have progressed to the second round, along with the team from Chalford Hill. One team gets a bye, while two play host to teams from Bath and the Chalford Hill team has visitors from Hereford. The fifth team goes back to Bristol for their second match.

The County’s last Gold Cup team has lost (in the round of 16) but we still have two teams in the Hubert Phillips. <<one out>>

Swiss Pairs

We had 10 new pairs in the second session, replacing the 10 who missed that session. Leaders after six matches are Graham Sadie & Patrick Shields (96) followed by Ian Constable & Alan Wearmouth (88), and David Atthey & Andrew Kambites (87). 
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Most people just managed to get to game on this hand but not so for Hearsey & Collard. They started the bidding as many do with 1NT from South and West then bid a natural 2(.

North could see that only the three aces and the heart king matter, so he set out to discover what his partnership held with a 4NT bid. 

Unfortunately South was on a different wavelength and understood this to be natural (and how many of you know which it is?) With a maximum and no worries about a diamond stop he bid 6NT.

Oops, said North, and he converted to 7(. East duly led the (5. Declarer played small from dummy;  West decided that this was a mud lead from (953 and played (8 allowing North to win the first trick. After that there was no stopping him and he soon notched up +1510 and 34/34 match points.


Swiss Teams

The 20th team joined for session two and after four matches we have new leaders – Ian & Val Constable, John Goodwin and Lyn Hayes. They have 60 VPs, one more than last year’s winners led by Joe Angseesing. These are the only teams not to have lost a match yet. In third place are last month’s leaders –Geoff Hardy & Liz Davies, Norah Allen & Steve Darke (plus Roger Nicholls).

	
	( QJ54

( AQJ

( AQJ

( J32
	

	( 8

( K72

( 87543

( AK75
	Board 22 Dealer : E

Vul : EW
	( A97

( 10986

( 10962

( 86

	
	( K10632

( 543

( K

( Q1094
	


This hand gave defence and declarer a chance to shine. Wendy Angseesing was one of the few declarers to take that opportunity.

Against 4( by North the lead was (9. This was ducked  to the jack and the careless Norths played trumps. When East won he led clubs and got a ruff to put the contract one off.

Wendy saw this danger and at trick two she cashed three rounds of diamonds throwing away two clubs from dummy. East would now be over-ruffed by South.

Of course some Easts, such as Richard Butland, simply led the (8 at trick one and now declarer had no chance.


County League

Some matches in Division One have been postponed, allowing Wendy Angseesing, Roy Collard, Mark Heasey and Peter Waggett to move into first place. Division Two also has a new leader – Geoff Hardy, Barbara Janes, Cynthia Moore, and Geoff Paterson. Division Three is still led by Steve Evans & Lesley Harrison, Geoff & Joan Peel.

We have introduced one extra into the League this year. The format (all play all once, then repeat) allows for the promotion and relegation of one team between divisions two and three – and we intend to do that this year. There are two matches still to come before that happens.

County Pairs Qual

The GCBA heat was held on 7th October. The leading qualifiers were Richard Chamberlain & Andrew Kambites (last year’s winners), followed by Joe Angseesing & Roger Jackson  (last year’s runners up) and then Tony Hill & Graham Sadie (winners in 1999 and 2000). A total of 15 pairs qualified; you can join them – see overleaf for details of other heats.

County KO Qual

The Cheltenham Bridge Club heat was held on 11th October and four for the eight teams qualified for the next round. The next stage is on Monday 2nd December; all players are welcome to compete in that and from that session we will emerge with 8 teams for the knock-out stages proper.
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Contributions welcome - to Patrick Shields (01242-570710), ctd@gcba.org.uk

Check out the GCBA web site at http://www.gcba.org.uk/

