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Programme

The Monday Programme for November  is:

· 1st      League

· 8th     Swiss Pairs

· 15th    Swiss Teams 

· 22nd    League

· 29th County Pairs Qualifying heat

Other dates for your diary

· 14th     Leonard Cup

Bridge Stories

Our hero sits South and hears the following sequence.

South   West  North  East

2NT      No     3NT    Dbl

He plays East for the missing points and goes one off when East has a Yarborough. Next week he plays against the same pair and has the same sequence. This time he spots West kicking East under the table before East doubles. He plays West for the missing points and makes an overtrick.

The third week he again plays the same pair. His partner opens 2NT and he has to decide whether to look for a slam or settle for 3NT with this borderline hand:

( K 7 6  (Q 7 4 3 (8 7 2  ( A Q 7 5

No problem! He passes 2NT and kicks East. Do you know the score for 2NT redoubled plus three overtricks?

Improve your partnership

Most bridge players seem to add more and more conventions to their repertoire without adequately considering what might go wrong. What we all need is not more conventions or system, but better definition of what we do play. For example, do you think that this sequence is forcing?

South  West  North  East

1(       P        2(       P

2(    

Now comes the vital question: ‘Does your partner agree with you?’ I have prepared a ‘partnership checklist’ of about 300 such sequences. The idea is that the two partners fill it in separately and then compare notes. The idea is not to tell you what you should play as to highlight differences and provoke useful discussion. Anybody is welcome to a free copy of this. Just e-mail me requesting a checklist to this address. I will e-mail it back as an attachment.

           aj@kambohome.freeserve.co.uk         

If you don’t have e-mail you can phone me (Andrew Kambites) on 01453 762258).  I can post it to you  for the cost of photocopying and postage. It is 23 sheets long.

More Brighton hands

Many North/South pairs bid  this hand to 6( at Brighton. The outcome depended on whether South (declarer) or West was the better player.
The (A was cashed at trick 1, followed by a heart switch. What is there to think about? If trumps are 2-1 the slam is laydown. Otherwise it will fail. Thoughtful South players gave East a chance to go wrong. They won (A and tried dummy’s (J. Of course they intended to rise with (A if East played low, but many gullible Easts covered with (Q, leaving declarer with a marked finesse against (T.

	
	( J 7 6 5

( A 7 6

( 3

( A K 9 8 2
	

	(  -

( T 9 8 3

(A 9 6 54

( Q 7 5 4
	Board :  Dealer: 

Vul:
	(  Q T 2

(  J 5

( K Q J 8 7 2

(  J 6

	
	(A K 9 8 43

( K Q 4 2

( T

( T 3
	


I wonder what the East players thought they were promoting in West’s hand when they covered (J with (Q? The bidding made it clear that South had at least 5 spades so West had at most a singleton spade. If you think about it, if South had (A K x x x  opposite  (J x x x he would hardly lead dummy’s (J in case (Q was singleton. The objective in covering an honour with an honour is to promote winners! It is not a ritual to be blindly followed.

Use of conventions

The following shambles occurred at lots of tables at Brighton.

	
	( Q J

( A 4

( J 8 6 5 3

( A K 9 3
	

	( 5 3

( 5

( KQT94

( 87652
	Board :  Dealer: 

Vul:
	(  A T 6 4 2

( K T 8 6 3 2

( A

(  T

	
	( K 9 8 7

( Q J 9 7

( 7 2

( Q J 4
	


South
West   North    East           -            -          1(       2(
P           2(       P          4(
Dbl       P          P          P

2( was a Michaels cue bid showing the majors. 4( doubled was carnage: four off  was the norm. A plaintiff East said: ‘But you supported my spades!’  West did not support spades: he merely gave strangled preference. If East/West cannot understand the difference then they should not be playing Michaels cue bids. This just re-inforces my view that when conventions are used by players who do not understand them, they are a menace.

A question for better players. Suppose South had doubled 2(, giving East another bid. Should West bid 2( (his better major) or pass and wait for West to bid? 
National Results.   Well done to Patrick Shields and Paul Denning who easily won the first stage of the Welsh trials. Patrick’s beautiful Welsh accent must surely make him a certainty for the team. 

In the Gloucestershire 1-day green point event winners were: Richard Butland, John Atthey, Richard Chamberlain and Chris Kinloch.  Runners up were Richard Hennell, Barbara  Janes, Geoff and Joan Peel. The following day Geoff, playing with Pam Pearce, and Joan, playing with Andrew Kambites were 2nd = in the Avon 1-day event. You cannot accuse the Peels of lack of consistency

Well done Tony Truluck and Noel Downes for being in a Hereford team that won the Nicko plate. They will have the opportunity to defend it because the Cheltenham team of Ian and Val Constable, John Atthey and Andrew Kambites who beat them in the Nicko last year has just done it again.

Midland Counties League Against Staffordshire:   Dawes:         Won 13-7      Porter:         Drew 10-10 Markham:    Drew 10-10

Against Derbyshire : Dawes:       Lost 7-13        Porter:       Won 11-9          Markham:   Won 16-4
Understanding The  Lawbook                  Your convention card may be elegant but is it filled in properly? Quoting from the EBU orange book page 15: 

4.4.1 You must give the meaning of all but the simplest conventions on your card.      and:                           4.4.2 Particular care must be taken when describing two-suited overcalls. ‘Ghestem’ should never be used as a description of such methods as there are many different versions.

As a TD I often see this problem A player’s hand differs from his partner’s explanation. The convention card just says ‘Ghestem’. Since the onus is on the side with the discrepancy to prove their system I automatically rule there has been misinformation. At this stage the player vehemently claims  that the explanation was correct and he forgot the system. He might as well save his breath. To protect himself next time he should list all the bids and specify which suits they show. Since you don’t have room on the appropriate part if the card write it on the back page under SUPPLEMENTARY DETAILS  with a reference under the section on DEFENSIVE BIDS. P12 and 14 of the orange book show you how to do this.
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Contributions welcome - to Andrew Kambites 01453 762258  

Check out the GCBA web site at http://www.gcba.org.uk/

