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GCBA Programme

The first event of the new season was the Visitors Night. This is the only GCBA event which runs with a handicap system and that made a big difference to the overall result. The leaders from scratch moved well down the field after handicap and left Sylvia de Costa and Jean O'Riordan as the winners.

The first session has now taken place for three major events. There are reports elsewhere on the teams events. The Swiss Pairs, being run for the first time this year, has run three matches, after which the leaders are Vanessa Allinson & Steve Evans with 55 VPs out of a possible 60 VPs. In second place, with 52 VPs, are Patrick Phair and Jim Simons.

There are five Mondays in October of which the first and fifth are allocated to special events (see below) and the second, third and fourth go to the Swiss Pairs, Swiss Teams and League, respectively.

Other dates to notes are

· Ladies/Mens Pairs on Monday 2nd October.

· Bredon Vale Cup for affiliated clubs on Sunday 22nd October.

· Leonard Cup (non-experts) on Sunday 29th October.

· Knockout Teams Qualifying on Monday 30th October. 

GCBA County Team
The selection committee had more pairs on offer than usual this year for the Tollemache team, and some new partnerships. They decided therefore to hold a 7-session trial from which the bottom pair was automatically rejected (surprisingly Richard Butland & Graham Cornell) and two pairs gained automatic selection (Paul Denning & Adrian Thomas, and Richard Chamberlain & Andrew Kambites).

Since selectors were also candidates to play, all those involved voted to select the remainder of the team. This led to selection of Martin Kane & Patrick Shields, Graham Sadie & Keith Stanley, John Rookwood & Derek Rue.

We wish them the best of luck in the qualifying heat on 25-26 November. The non playing captain this year will be Roger Jackson.

Bidding problem

At love all (IMP scoring) you are sitting in fourth seat, looking at 

(83

(9872

(AKJ3

(987
and hear the bidding go


1( - 2( - 4( - ?

What do you bid now? See over the page for the suggestions coming from the County Tollemache team.

GCBA Results Service

5 County Teams have entered for Crockfords Cup (English Teams Championship). All but one team got a bye in round one, and we can happily report that the team led by John Rookwood (Derek Rue, Martin Kane, Patrick Shields) has survived to round two (+65 imps).

A number of County teams entered the Hubert Phillips competition some months back. Four rounds have now completed and at least one Gloucestershire team remains, that captained by Lesley Harrison (Chris Philp, Paul Denning, Patrick Shields). Having already defeated three teams from the Bristol / Bath area, they are to meet Pat Davies' team from the same area in the next round.

The National Inter Club Knockout has started again and there are a number of teams from Gloucestershire entered, 5 representing Cheltenham Club. The first round matches are now happening. All we know is that the Cheltenham teams led by Mike Prichard and by Keith Stanley beat teams from Bristol and Hereford respectively. 

Please can you let me know of other results to fill out this column!

Swiss Teams 2000-01

The first session of the Swiss Teams went smoothly, with 20 teams each playing two matches. In first place is the team led by Anne Swannell (Ray Foulds, A Slesby, A Sproston, Peter Walker) just one VP ahead of the team led by 14-year old John Atthey. 

An enormous swing hand arose in the first round match between the Constable & Stanley teams. Lyn Hayes was looking at

( 7

( J976432

( 854

( 94

and heard the bidding start on her left and proceed

2C(strong)

3C(positive)

4S(solid suit)
4N(ace ask)

5S(2/5 plus Q)
7N

which was passed around to partner who doubled. Richard Butland redoubled and there matters rested. Your choice of lead?

Obviously a wheel has come off and partner has an ace. But which? Most people play a slam double as a Lightner double, asking for an unusual lead. The choice at the table was a diamond and the score was -2980.

The consensus since is that a club lead was indicated. However, if you are told that the winning lead will net you +4000 points, can you guess what it was. Yes - a heart lead lets you cash seven tricks!!!

League 2000-01

The entries for the League closed this year with a total of 17 teams declaring an interest, down from the 23 or 24 of past years. If you haven't entered but want to, please contact Tony Hill - he has it organised to allow extra entries before the second match happens on October 23rd. Any feedback on why numbers are down is also welcome.

The teams have been organised into three division of about 6 teams, and will play two matches against each team in that division over the ten allocated Mondays. 

In the first round matches in Division one, 

· Keith Stanley's team defeated Ian Constable's team 20-0 (avenging the defeat in the previous week's Swiss Teams, which would have been a whitewash but for the hand reported on the left).

· Albert Sproston's team beat that of Vanessa Allinson by 14 VPs to 6 .

· Joe Angseesing's team beat that of Paul Denning (admittedly in his absence) by 6 imps.

Leading after the first match in Division Two is Peter Bird's team (Vera Bird, Joan Cruwys, Tony Davey)

Jointly leading after the first match in Division Three are the teams of Paul Clark and Daniel Bouvet. 

Bidding Problem

The question is what to do after

1( - 2( - 4( - ?

holding 

(83(9872(AKJ3(987

This was asked of  seven County Team members and …

- none of them bid five hearts

- four of them passed, saying

· (Rue) 5( was likely to be too expensive, 

· (Kane) I would have bid 5( if the opponents were the sort to bid on (my team-mates often do/did).

· (Sadie) Total Number of Tricks (TNT) suggests that bidding on could well be a phantom sacrifice..

· (Chamberlain) We could easily beat 4S when 4H isn't making.

- but four bid 5(, (one silently) and the others saying

· (Kambites) this should show support for hearts and get the right lead if they bid 5S, but don't try this with an inexperienced partner.

· (Angseesing) … 6( is very unlikely … pass is too much of a view.

· (Shields) I'll have to remember not to bid here the next time I have eight diamonds.

What can we conclude from this? That bidding 5( is a losing option as partner won't know how to defend 5(. But is it worth the risk to bid 5( and go minus when 5( is making? Answer please on a postcard.
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Contributions welcome - to Patrick Shields, patrick@shields.demon.co.uk

Check out the GCBA web site at http://www.shields.demon.co.uk/gcba/

