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We have a 5-Monday month in October - your delights will be

· Mon 1st: County Pairs QF

· Mon 8th: League

· Mon 15th: Swiss Teams

· Mon 22th: Swiss Pairs

· Mon 29th: County KO

There is an extra qualifying round in the County Teams KO Championship this year. This can be run at any club, and the County will run a heat on Monday 29th Oct. Do come along. You won't be asked for any entry fee until you reach the next round, and you get there by scoring zero or more (imps not VPs!) in the first round.

In the Swiss Teams and Swiss Pairs newcomers are welcome, provided they give the Chief Tournament Director a few days notice.

By the time you read this the County-run qualifying heat of the County Pairs might be over, but there is still plenty of time for any club to hold a heat - and it costs nothing! If you are interested - ask your club organisers, they have more details

Volunteers are (as always) required to represent the County at various events to which it is invited in neigh-bouring Counties. If you are interested in the occasional venture of this nature, please let our match secretary, Richard Hennell, know.


Tollemache Team

The long running trials and the voting to select them team are now over. The team will be 

· Angseesing & Jackson

· Denning & Shields

· Atthey & Pritchard 

· Chamberlain & Kambites

· Butland & Cornell

with a non-playing captain still to be selected.

Youth Bridge

The GCBA Committee has recently been discussing youth bridge. If you have any bright ideas on this, or know of youngsters who might be interested, please contact a committee member.

Welsh Team

Paul Denning played again with Adrian Thomas in the trials for the Welsh national team. They came third in the trials but that and last year's performance got them picked for the first two Camrose matches - against the North and South of Ireland in December and January.


GCBA Results

The GCBA-organised one day Swiss Teams at the Prestbury racecourse was won by Wendy Angseesing & Peter Waggett, Steve Darke & David Hope. Local teams led by Patrick Shields and by Norah Allen came 3rd and 4th.

We have 5 teams in round 3 of the Hubert Philips (Mixed Teams) competition - with one local Derby in which Sanis beat Philp by a few hundred points. The other teams were led by Norah Allen, Andrew Kambites, and Geoff Paterson.

In Crockfords we have four teams from this County, of which two have byes in round one.

In the Inter Club Knock-Out the County has opposition from Bristol Bridge Club (twice for Cheltenham BC), West of England club (twice CBC, once Chalford Hill), Hereford (CBC) and West Midlands (CBC). Two teams from CBC and one from Gloucester have byes in the first round.

In the English Junior Trials at the end of August John Atthey, playing with Ben Green from the Midlands, easily won the under-20s section and has been selected to represent England in that age group.

.

County League

For 16 of the 20 teams who entered this started on 10th September. Division One saw maximum wins for the Shields and Stanley teams.

This was the most interesting hand of the session -
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West opened 1( and ended in 6( after North had shown diamonds. With two club ruffs in dummy declarer can count 10 tricks outside diamonds, so two diamond tricks it must be.

David Hope had a club lead and draw trumps; he then played three rounds of each black suit (taking four ruffs). When he led a diamond the kind South played small and Graham Sadie found himself end-played with the (7, to give the 12th trick.

At the other table in this match Richard Butland was declarer; he was presented with (10 lead and found a  different plan. He too drew trumps and played club, club ruff, spade ruff, club ruff. He was now in the East hand and when he led the third spade and South didn't play an honour, he felt confident enough in his reading of the distribution to discard a diamond. Wendy Angseesing won it as North, and was now end-played!


Swiss Teams

We have 23 teams entered so far - more are welcome. After two matches the team of John Atthey & Andrew Kambites, Martin Kane & Patrick Shields have a maximum score of 40 VPs. Following that are teams led by John Rookwood, Joe Angseesing & John Hayton.

The leading team gained 12 imps on this ....
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The auction is known but not to be repeated in case children see this newsletter. Suffice to say that East ended in 3NT after North had implied some hearts; South led (6 (sic).

Declarer was very relaxed as there were only four top losers. North ducked the lead and East won that; he played a diamond to dummy (which held), another heart which held, a second diamond and then a third heart. 

North won this and played a club. To keep the entry to the long diamonds declarer won (A and played a third diamond. North won, cashed SK and played a second club which ran to the (Q.

Declarer cashed the winning diamonds and found himself choosing a discard from (QJ (K. Oops! A suicide squeeze! Solution? Don't cash the (2.


Swiss Pairs

For the first session we had 37 pairs and all played three matches. Leading the scores are Pam Pearce & Allan Sanis with 50 from a possible 60 VPs. The other undefeated pairs are Paul Denning & Tony Hill (48), Graham Sadie & Patrick Shields (46) and Lesley Harrison & Judy Sanis (41). 

This hand got a few swings ...
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Most often the auction started P-1(-P-2(. "I fancy that" thought North. When he managed to keep quiet the bidding proceeded 2N-P-3N and now he could emerge with a double, suggesting a lead of dummy's suit.

A number of players including Ian Constable and Wendy Angseesing found this option as North and emerged with +300 for their pains.

When North opens 3( (a very reasonable option) East will double for takeout and West will bid 4(, probably the best contract.

If North tries three rounds of clubs then declarer can actually make an overtrick by executing a criss-cross squeeze on South. If after two clubs, he switches to a diamond declarer might even go off in 4(. Deep Finesse?
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This has just been updated. Please pay a visit and pass on any advice you have as to how it might be improved.
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Contributions welcome - to Patrick Shields, patrick@shields.demon.co.uk

Check out the GCBA web site at http://www.gcba.org.uk/

